
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



J/ ^9^3 . 3 3 



1^^ ^ '^ ^^^-^^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^ j^ 






Harvard College 
Library 




FROM THE BEQUEST OF 

SAMUEL SHAPLEIGH 

CLASS OF 178S 

LnuiAiiiAn o# Hahvahs Colejccb 

1703-1800 



•4 
•4 

4 
-4 
•4 
4 
4 
4 
4 



4 
4 

4 
4 
4 

4 

t 

4 

4 
4 



aj> .^fc^ Jt- -^a-^if- -^■^^•^t'''Jir''^ff^ 'jft* "tIt ' ^Wk< jfc^Tft' ■^fr' 'JBn' '^^^' J*" ^Bt 







K^arbacli College I/ibrarg 

FKOM TUB BBqpEST OF . 

SAMUEL SHAI^LEIGH, 

LATB LIBRARIAN OP HARVARD COLLBOB. 

S cMtv. If 01, 



/^HARVARD 
lUWiVtRSITY! 



*v 






\ 






:i 



" I 



\ 



■ i 






^■ 



[i 



Cpuctr Socittg. ( NOV 5 f?Gt j 



L 






^uljitrtr ^rutljfoiwfs Comments, 






upon 



^ mid Jiu! Mi|e 4 lath. ^ 



EDITED, WITH AN INTRODUCTION, 

BT 

C. F. E. SPURGEON, 

ASHOCIATE OF KINO'S COLLBOB, LONDOX. 



|..= . LONDON 

PUBLISHED FOB THE CHAUCER S0CIET7 

Bt KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO 

U1 PATERXOSTER HOUSE, OHARINO-OROSS ROAD, V.O. 

1901 



•I 



i 



€\)t €\Mttt Soctctg. 

Sditor in Chief .'—Ih. F. J. Fukxitall, 8, St Oeorgt's Square, PriniroM Hfll, N.W. 
MoH, Sec.:'^\y. A. Dalziel, Esq., 67, Victoria Road, Finibiuy Park, London, K. 

To do honour to Chaucer, and to let the loven and students of him see how far the 
best unprintcd Manuscripts of bin works differd from the printed texts, this Society 
was founded in 1868. There were then, and are still, many questions of metre, pro* 
nunciation, orthography, and etymology vet to be settled, for which more prints of 
Manuscripts were and are wanted ; and it is hardly too much to say that everv line 
of Chaucer contains points that need reconsideration. The founder (1^ FumWall) 
began wi(U Tht. CntfterbHry TaieM, and has given of them (in parallel columns in 
Royal iioyOx of ^ne best theretofore unprinted Manuscripts known. Inasmuch as 
the patayeV«m':ii>^Hi(^t necessitated the alteration of the places of certain tales in 
some of tne M^S, a print of each MS has been issued separately, following the order 
of its ori^ivinL. lli^ first six MSS printed have been : the Ellesmere (by leave of the 
Earl of KlleHinero) ; the HengiK-rt (by leave of W. W. E. Wynne, Esq.) ; the Canib. 
Univ. Libr., MS Gg. 4. 27 ; the Coipus, Oxford ; the Pet worth (by leave of Lf»rd 
Lcconficld) ; and the I^nsdowue Sol (Brit. Mus.). The Harleian 7334 has followd ; 
probably four more vrill be added; and Specimen* of all areeetible JtSS ofihe TaUt 
are now nearly completed, edited by the fate Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D., and rrof. John 
Koch, Ph.D. 

Of Chaucer*s Min&r i^ins,— the MSS of which are generally later than the best 
MSS of the Canteri)ury Tales,— all the available MSS have been printed, so as to 
secure all the existing evidence for the true text. 

Of Troiliis, Parallel-Texts from the 6 best MSS have been issued (the Campsall 
MS also separately), and a 7th MS text of it with the engiisht Boccaccio Comparison. 

Antotifpe* of most of the best Chaucer MSS have been publisht. 

Dr. £. Fliigel is editing the Society's Chancer Concordance, though it will not be 
ready for the Quincentenary of the Poet's death, 1900 A.ii. 

The Society's publications are issued in two Series, of which the first contains the 
different texts of Chaucer's works ; and the Second, such originals of and esmys on 
these as can be procured, with other illustrative treatise, and Supplementary lales. 

The yearly suoscription, which constitutes Membership, is 2 guineas, due on every 
1st January, beginning with Jan. I, 1868. JIor$ Membert are tcauted. All the 
Society** Publications can still he had. 

The Society's Hon. i^ecs. for America are, Prof. Kittrr;dge, of Harvard Collep. 
Cambridge, iSlass., for the North and East, and Prof. Bright, of Johns Hopkms 
University, Baltimore, for tbe South and West. Members* names and subscriptions 
should be sent to the home Hon. Sec., 

AV. A. DALZIEL, Esq., 67, Victoria Road, Fintbury Park, London, N. 

FIRST SERIES. 
The Societv*8 issue for 1868, in the First Series, is, 

I. The "Prologue and Knight's Tale, of the Canterbury Tales, in 6 parallel 
Texts (from the 6 MSS named below), together with Tables, showing the 
Groups of the Tales, and their var>*ing order in 38 MSS of the Tales, and 
in 5 old printed editions, and also Specimens from several MSS of the 
** Moveable Prologues" of the Canterbury' Tales,— The Shipman's Prologue, 
and Franklin's Prologue. — when moved from their right juaces, and of the 
Substitutes for them. (The Six-Text, Part I.) 
II— VII. II. Tlie Prologue and Knight's Tale from the Ellesmere MS, Part I ; III. 
Hcngwrt MS, 154, Pt I ; IV. Cambridge MS Gg. 4. 27, Pt I ; V. Corpus 
MS, Oxford, Pt I ; VI. Petworth MS, Pt I; VII. Lansdowne MS, 851, 
Pt I. (separate issues of the Texts forming Part I of the Six-Text edition.) 
The issue for 1869, in the First Series, it. 
Via— XIIL VIII. The Miller's, Reeve's, and Cook's Tales: Ellesmere MS, Part 
II ; IX. Heng^rt MS, Pt II ; X. Cambridge MS, Pt II ; XI. Corpus MS, 
Pt II; XII. Petworth MS, Pt II; XIII. Lansdowne MS, Pt II, idth an 
Appendix of '* Gamelyn " from six MSS. 
(separate issues of the Texts forming the Six-Text, Part II, No. XIV.) 

The issue for 1870, in the First Series, is, 
XIV. The Miller's, Reeve's, and Cook's Tales, with an Appendix of the Spurious 
Tale of Gamelj-n, in 6 parallel Texts. (Six-Text, Part II.) 
The issue for 1871, in the First Series, is, 
XV. The Man of Law's, Shipman's, and Prioress's Tales, with Chaucer's o^ii 
Tale of Sir Thopas, in 6 parallel Texts from the MSS above named, and 10 
coloured drawings of Tellers of Tales, after the originals in the Ellesmere MS. 
(Six-Text, Part IIL) 
XVI. The Man of Law's Tale, from the Ellesmere MS. Part III. 
XVII. „ „ „ „ „ „ „ Cambridge MS. Part IIL 
XVIII. M .» ,« f. M M M CoipusMS. Part IIL _ _.^^,. 
XIX. The Shipman's, Prioress's, and Man of Law's Talcs, from the Petworth MB. 
Part IIL 
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XX. The Man of Law's Tale, from the Lanadowne MS. Part III.';.'. 

(each with woodcuts of fourteen drawings of Tellers of Tales in the 

Ellesmere MS.) 

XXI. A Parallel-Text edition of Chaucer's Minor Poems, Part I :— 1. < Thi lhth$ 

of Btaunche the Duehestey* from Thynne's ed. of 16S2, the Fairfax MS 16; 

and Tanner MS 346; a. Uh$ ConwUynt to Fito^' 8. ^tho Fartam$M of 

FouUiy and 4* ' the CompUynt of Mar%^ each from six MS8. 

XXII. Supplementary Parallel-Texts of Chaucer's Minor Poems, Parti, containing 

1. <The Parlament of Foules,' from three MSS. [Reprinted in LIX» 
First Series.] 

XXIII. Odd Texts of Chaucer's Minor Poems, Part I, containing I. two MS fragments 
of < The Parlament of Foules ; ' 2. the two differing versions of ' The Prologue 
to the Legende of Good Women,' arranged so as to show their differences; 
3. an Appendix of Poems attributed to Chaucer, i. *The Balade of Pitef 
by Chauciers :' ii. *The Cronyde made by Chancer/ boUi from MSS written 
by Shirley* Cnaucer's contemporary. 

XXiy. A One-Text Print of Chaucer's Minor Poems, being the best Text from the 
Parallel-Text Edition, Part I, contahiing, I. The Dethe of Blannch* the 
Duchesse, II. The Compl^rnt to Pite, III. The Parlament of Foules, IV. 
The Compleynt of Mars, Y. The ABC, with its original from De DeOuile- 
ville's FltoAnago de la Vie humaine (edited from the best Paris MSS by M. 
Paul Meyer). 

The issue for 1878, in the First Seriei, ii» 
XXy. Chaucer's Tale of Melibe, the Monk's, Nun's-Priest's, Doctor's, Pardoner's, 
Wife of Bath's, Friar's, and Summoner's Tales, in 6 narallel Texts from the 
MSS above named, with the remaining 13 coloured drawings of Tellers of 
Tales, after the originals in the Ellesmere MS, and with Specimens of the 
Variations of 30 MSS in the Doctor-Pardoner Link. (Six-Text, Part IV.) 

XXVI. The Wife's, Friar's, and Summoner's Tales, from the Ellesmere MS, with 
9 woodcuto of Tale-Tellers. (Part IV.) 

XXVII. The Wife's, Friar's, Summoner's, Monk's, and Nun's-Priest's Tales, from 
the Hengwrt MS, with 23 woodcuto of the Tellers of the Tales. (Part IIL) 

XXVIII. The Wife's, Friar's, and Summoner's Tales, from the Cambridge MS, 
with 9 woodcuto of Tale-Tellers. (Part IV.) 

XXIX. A Treatise on the Astrolabe, addressed to his son Lowys, in I39I a^d., by 
Gcoffirey Chaucer, edited by the Rev. Prof. Walter W. Skeat, M.A. 

The issue for 1878, in the First Series, is, 

XXX. The Six-Text Canterbury Tales, Part V, oontoining the Clerk's and Mer- 
chant's Tales. 

The issue for 1874, in the First Series, is, . 

XXXI. The Six-Text, Part VI, containing the Squire's and Franklin's Tales. 

XXXII. The Clerk's, Merchant's, Squire's, Franklin's, Doctor's, Pardoner's. Ship- 
man's, Prioress's Tales, Sir Thopas, Melibens, Monk's, Nun's-Prieetrs» 
Second Nun's Tales. Ellesmere MS, Part V. 

XXXIII. The Clerk's, Merchant's, Squire's, Franklin's, Doctor's. Pardoner^s, Ship- 
man's. Prioress's Tales, Sir Thquts. Melibens^ MonTs, Nun's-Priest^s, 
Second Nun's Tales, Cambridge MlS, Part V. 

XXXIV. Squire's, Wife of Bath's, Friar's, Summoner^s, Clerk's, Merchant's, 
Franklin's Tales, Corpus MS, Part IV. 

XXXV. Squire^s, Merchant's, Wife of Bath's, Friar's, Summonec^s, Clerk's, Ftrsnk* 
lin's, Second Nun's Tales, Petworth MS, Part IV. 

XXXVI. Squire's, Wife of Bath's, Friar's, SummonePs, Cleric's, Menshant's, 
Franklin's Tales, Lansdowne MS, Part IV* 

The issue for 1875, in the First Series, is, 

XXXVII. The Six-Text, Part VII, the Second Nun's, Csnon's-Yeomsn's, sb4 
Manciple's Tales, with the Blank-Parson Link. 

XXXVIII. Second Nun's, Canon' s-Yeoman's, Manciple's Talei^ Ellesmere MS. 
Part VI. 

XXXIX. Manciple's, Man of Law's, Squire's, Merchant's, Frsnklin's, Second 
Nun's, Clerk's, Doctor's, Pardoner's, Shipman's, Prioress's Tales, Sir 
Thonas, Melibeus Tales. Hengwrt MS, Part IV. 

XL. Second Nun's, Canon's-Teoman's, Manciple's Tales, Cambridge MS, Part VI. 
XU. Second Nun's, Canon's-Teoman's, Doctor's, Pardoner's, Shipman'sl PrioressTs 

Tales, Sir Thopas, Melibens, Monk's, Nun's-Priest's, Maneiplsrs Talei^ 

Corpus MS, Part V* 
XLII. Second Nun's, Canon's-Teoman's, Doctor's, Pardoner's Tales, Sir Thepas, 

MeUbeus, MonVs, Nun's-Priest's, Manciple's Tales, Petworth MS, ParCV! 
XUII. Second Nun's, Canon's-Teoman's, Doctor's, Pardoner's, Shipman's, Prioresses 

Talee. Sir Thopas, Melibeus, Monk's, Nnn's-Priest's, HsadpWs Tales, 
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XLIY. A deUfld CompftriMm of Uia IVMflM tmi Crf9€^$ witb Boecaecio*! /if/M* 
trat9^ with a TnmaUtioii of mil Pmmmo um br Cbanoir, and mi Abttraet 
of the Parti not used, by W. Miehaal RoneCti, Bm^ and with a print of the 
TVoy/flM from the Harldan MS SMS. Parti. 

XLV. Ryme-Index to the Ellesmere MS of the Canterhnrr Talea, by Henry Cromie, 
Esq., M. A. In 8vo for the separate Ellesmere 118. 

XL VI. Ryme-Indez to the Ellesmere MS, by Heniy Cromiey Bsq^ M.A. In Royal 
4to for the Six-T^xt, 

XLVII. Notes and Corrections for fhe 8to Ryme-Indez, by H. Cromle, Esq., M.A. 
The issue for 1876, in the llrtt SeriM, ii» 

XLYIII. Antotype Spedroens of the Chief Chaneer MSB, Part I, 16 Antotypee, 
with a Note on the MS8, by Dr. F. J. FnmiTalL 
The issue for 1877, in the Tlrft Series, ia» 

XLIX. The Six-Text, Part VIII, eontainfaig the Parson's Talci with a Table of its 
Contents : and Mr Ciomie's Notes and Corrections for tne 4to Ryme-Indes. 

L— LV. L. The Parson's Tale. Ellesmere MS, Part VII ; LI. Henrwrt MS, Part 
V; LIL Cambridge MS. Part VII; UIL Corpus MS, Part VI; LIV. 
Petworth MS, Part VI ; LV. Lansdowne MS» Part VI. 
The issue for 1878, in the Tint Seriit, i% 

LVI. Autotype Specimens of the Chief Chaucer MSS. Part II : 9 from fhe Cambridge 
I MS Gg. 4. 27, and 1 from Lord Leoonfidd's MS. 

LVII. A ParaDel-Text edition of Chaucer's Mfaior Poems, Part II :— ft. The ABC, 
from 6 MSS ; 6. llie Motknr of Ood^ from 3 MSS ; 7. Atilida uttd Arcyte^ 
from 5 MSS and Caxton's prmt ; 8. The Former Age, from 2 MSS (with 
the Latin original, and Chaucer's prose Englifhing) ; 9. To his Scrirtner 
from Shirley's MS and Stowe's print; la The House of Fame, from 2 MSS 
and Caxton's and Thynne's prints. 
The issue for 1879, in the Tint SeriM, ii» 

LVIIL A Parallel-Text edition of Chaucer's Minor Poems, Part III, completing the 
FaralM'Text, and containing, 11. The Zeaend of Good Women from 6 MSS 
and Thynne's print; IS. Truth from 6 MSS ; IS. The Comphjfni of Venue 
from 6 MSS : 14. The Envoy to Seoyan from 3 MSS ; 1ft. Marriaoe, or The 
Envoy to Bukton, from 1 MS and Notanr's and Thynne's prints ; 16. Gentil" 
etee from 6 MSS ; 17. Proverbs from 3 MSS ; 18. Stedfestness from 6 MSS ; 
19. Fortune from 6 MSS ; 20. Chaucer to his empty rurse^ from 6 MSS. 
The issue for 1880, in the First Series, is» 

LIX. Supplementary Parallel-Texts of Chaucei^s Minor Poems, Part II :— la. The 
rarlmnent of Foules from 8 MSS ; 8. The ABC from 6 MSS ; S. Anelida 
and Areite from 6 MSS ; 4. The Legend of Good Women^ in whole or part 
from 4 MSS; ft. The Complaint of Mars from 8 MSS: 6. Truth from 6 
MSS ; 7. The Compteynt of Venus from 3 MSS ; 8. Gentxlesse from 3 MSS ; 
9. Lack of Stedfastness from Thynne's print and 2 MSS ; 10. Fortune from 
2 MSS and Caxton's print. 

LX. Odd-Texts of Chaucer's Minor Poems, Part II, containing, S. The^ B C, from 
2 MSS ; 4. The House ofFame, from the Pepys' MS, &o. ; ft. The Legend 
of Good Women from 8 MSS: 6. The Dethe of Blaunehe the Jhiehesse from 
1 MS ; 7. The Complaint to Pity from 2 MSS ; 8- The Parlament ofFowles 
from I MS ; 9. Truth from 3 MSS; 10. Envoy to Scogan from 1 MS ; 11. 
Purse from 1 MS. 

LXI. A One-Text Print of Chaucer's Minor Poems, Part II, containing, VI. Mother 
of God; VII. Anelida; VIII. The Former Age; IX. Adam Scf^ivener ; 
X. The House of Fame; XI. Legende; XIL TYuth; XIII. Vetius; XIV. 
Seogan; XV. Marriage; XVI. GenHUsse; XVIL Proverbs; XVIII. 
Stedfastness; HlX, Fortune; XX. Purse. 

LXIL > Autotvpe Specimens of the chief Chaucer MSS. Part III : 2 from Henry 
V's MS of the Troilue, when he was Prince of Wales (now Mr Bacon 
Frank's) ; 1 from Shiriey's MS of the ABC at Sion Coll. 
The issue for 1881, in the First Series, is, 

LXIII. A Parallel-Text edition of Chaucer's Troiius ^ Criseyde from the Campsall 
MS, b, 1415 A.D. (written for Henry V when Prince of Wales), Harleian 
MS. 2280, and Cambr. Univ. Libr. Gg. 4. 27. Part I. Books 1 snd 2. 
Tbe issue for 1882, in the First Ssries, it, 

LXIV. A Parallel-Text edition of Chaucer's Troiius % Criseyde from the Campsall 
MS, before 1416 A.D. (written for Henry V when Prince of Wales), Harleian 
MS. 2280, and Cambr. Univ. Libr. Og. 4. 27. Part IL Books 3. 4, 6. 
The issue for 1888, in the First Series, is, 

LXV. Part II of Mr W. M. Rossetti's Comparison of Chaucer^s Treylus and Cry^ 
seyde with Boccaccio's Filostrato, completing the work. 
The issue for 1884, in the First Series, is to be, 

LXVI'LXXI. 6 Appendixes to the 6 MSS of the Six-Text, with Wood-cuts and 
colord Lithographs of 6 Tellers of Tales and of 6 emblematical Figures from 
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the Cambridge Univ. MS, Og. 4. 27, &c., and ProoeM E^ravinga, for the 
EUesmere MS Part, of the 23 EUesmere MS Miniatures. The Hengwrt MS, 
Part VI, contains The Canon's- Yeoman's Tale from the Lichfield MS. 
LXXII. The Six-Text, Part IX, with oolord Lithographs of 6 Tellers of Tales and 6 
emblematical Figures frum the Cambridge Univers. MS Og.4.27; Fore^*ord8, 
Title-pages for the three volumes, &c ; and Prof. Hiram Corson's Index to 
the Subjects and Names of The Canterhurp ToI$u 
The issue for 1885, in the First Series, is, 
LXXIII. The Harleian MS 7334 of Th$ Cantirhury T41I09, with Woodcnto of 23 

Tellers of Tales frum the EUesmere MS, fte. 
LXXIV. Autotype Specimens of the chief Chaucer MSS. Ft IV. The Ellesmete. 

The issue for 1886, in the First Series, is, 
LXXV. Chaucer's Boee$ from the Cambridge University MS. li. 3. 21. 
LXXVl. Chaucer's Boece from the Additional MS 10,340 in the British Museum, 

as edited by the Rev. Dr. R. Morris for the E. E. Text Soe. in 18G8. 
LXXVII. Mors Odd Texts of Chaucer's Minor Poems, containing, 1. Th$ Gmn* 
plevMte to Fitt: 2. The Complaint of the Attelida attd Arette; 3. Tmth ; 
4. lack of Stedfaetneee : 5. Fortune; 61. Turee, Appendix: L The Balade 
ofFite. II. Bouftdeh (Mercihete Beavte). 
The issue for 1887, in the First Serie^ is, 
LXXYIII. A Byrne-Index to Chaucer' e Minor Foeme^ by Miss Isabel Marshall and 
Miss Lela Porter, in Royal 4to for the Famiiel»Texi» 
The issue for 1888, in the First Series, is, 
LXXIX. A One-Text Print of Chaucer's TroilM»,tnm theCampsallM8bef.l4l5 A.D. 

The issue for 1889, in the First Series, is, 
LXXX. A Byrne-Index to Chaucer'e Minor Foeme, by Miss Isabel Marshall and 
Miss Lela Porti-r, in 8vo fur the One-Text print of the Minor FUme* 
The issue for 1800, in the First Series, is, 
LXXXI. Faralfel'Text Sj^ecimene of all acceeeible vnprinted Chatteer MSS: The 
Fardoner*e Froloa and Tale, edited by Prof. Zupitaa, Ph.D. Part I, from 
7 MSS : Cambridge Dd.4. 24, Christ-Church, Additional 6140, Devonshire, 
Haistwell (ur Egerton 3726), Ingilby, Northumberland : the Do. Oroup. 
LXXXII. The Botnannt of the Boee, from Thynne's print, 1532, ed. F. J. Funuvall. 

The issue for 1891, in the First Series, is, 
LXXXIII. A Parallel text of The Bontaunt of the Boh (of which the first 1705 lines 
are most probably Chaucer's), from the uniaue MS at Glasgow, and its 
French original, 2# Boman de la Boee, edited by Dr Max Kaluza. Part I. 
LXXXIV. A Rime-Index to Chaucer's Troilue^ by Prof. Skcat, LittDl 

The issue for 1892, in the First Series, is, 
LXXX V. Farallel'Text Specimene of all aeeeeeiNe unprintfd Chaucer MSS : The 
Fardonev'e Frolog and Tale, edited by Prof. Zupitsa, Ph.D. Part II, 
from 10 MSS. 
The issue for 1893, in the First Series, is, 
LXXX VI. Parallel'Text Specimene of aU aeeeeeible unprinted Chaucer MSS: The 
Fardoner'e Frolog and Tale, edited by Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D. Part III, 
from 6 MSS. — • 

The issue for 1894^ in the First Series, is, 
LXXXVII. A Parallel-Text of 3 more MSS of Chaucer's JVoilue, the Sf. John's 
and Corpus, Cambridge, and Hari. 1239. Brit Mus., put forth by Dr. F. J. 
FumivaU. Part I, with a Note by O. C. Macaulay, UJL. 
The issue for 1895, in the First Series, is, 
LXXXVIII. A Parallel-Text of 3 more MSS of Chaucer's TroiluMt Part II. 

The issue for 1896, in the First Series, will be, 
LXXXIX. Prof. McCormick's Introduction to Chaucer^s IVef/tff, discussing iti 
MSS, its Text, its Metre and Grammar: 2nd Parallel-Texts, Part III. 
The issue for 1897, in the First Series, is. 
XC. Farallel'Text Specimene of all acceeeible unprinted MSS: The Fardoner'e 
Frolog and Tale^ Part IV, from 17 MSS, edited by the late Prof. Zupitxa, 
Ph.D., and Prof. John Koch, Ph.D. 
The issue for 1898, in the First Series, is, 
XCI. Farallel'Ttxt Specimene, Part V : The Fardoneir'e Froloa and Tale^ a Six- 
Text, from 3 MSS. and 3 black-letters, edited by Prof. John Koch, Pb.D., 
and Dr. F. J. FumivalL 
The issue for 1899, in the First Series, is, 
XCIL Farallel-Text Specimene, Part VI : The ClerJ^e Tale, a Six-Text Print from 
6 MSS not containing The Fardoner^e Tale, put forth by Dr. F. J. FumivalL 
The issue for 1900 and 1901, in the First Series, will be, 
XCIII. Farallel-Text Specimene, Part VII: The Clerk'e Tale from the Philllpne 
MS 8299 and the Longleat MS, with an Introd. by Prof. John Koch, Ph.D. 
XCIV. F^allel'Text Specimene, VeiTtVlll: The Fardoner*e Frehg and Tale twm 
the Bodeon MS 37, put forth by Dr. F. J. Fumivall, with introdnotioft by 
Pmf, Jn. Kocb, PiU>. 
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SEPOND SERIEa. 

or the Seeoad SeriM, tlie iMiM for 18« it, 

1. Eary EuglUh Pr^muHeimtlotu vith atpecial referenot to Shftlupert oiid Cbavotr. 
by Alexander J. ElUi, Esq., F.R.8. Part I. ThU work inclndM aa amalganatSoB of 
Prof. F. J. Ckild*s two Papers on the qm of tlie final -# bj Chancer (in T. Wrist's ed. 
of Th$ Canterb, Talis) and byOower (in Dr Panli's ed. of tbo CWmmo AmmntU), 

2. Essa^t OH Chaue$r^ his Words and Works, Part I.:. 1. Prof. Ebert's Beritw of 
Sandras'e Etude sur Chattesr, translated hj J. W. Tan Beea lloeta, M.A. ; t, A 
13th-century Latin Treatise on the Chilindrs (of the Shipwtmm's r«l»), edited bj 
Mr. E. Brock. 

3. A Temporary Preface to the Society's Six-Text editkm of Chaucer's Cnttsrkurp 
Tales, Part I, attempting to show the right Order of the Tales, and the Days and 
SUges of the Pilgrimage, &c. Ac, by F. J. Fumivall, Esq., M.A. 

Of the Seeond Series, the issue for 1889 ii, 

4. Early Enalish FrouHuciatUm, with especial reference to Shakspere and (Hiaiioery 
by Alexander J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.8. Part II. 

Of the Seeoad Series, the issne for 1870 is, 

5. Earfy Enalish ProHuneiation, with especial reference to Shakspere and Cbaaeert 
by^Alexander J. Ellis,Esq.,F.R.8. Part III. 

Of the Second Soritt, the issue for 1871 is, 

6. Trial'Foreufords to my ParaUeUText edition of Chaueer^s Minor Fsems tot the 
Chaucer Society (with a tiy to set Chaucer's Works in their right order of Time), by 
Fredk. J. FumivalL Parti. 

Of the Seeoad Series, the issue for 187S is, 

7. Originals and AnalooHes of some of Chaucer's Canierhny Tales, Part I. 1. The 
original of the Mau of Law's Tale of Constance, from the French Chronicle of 
Nicholas Trivet, Arundd MS 56, ab. 1340 a.d., collated with the later oopv, ab. 1400, 
in the National Library at Stockholm ; copied and edited, with a translation, by Mr. 
Edmund Brock. 2. The Tale of ** Merelaus the Emperor." englisht from the Gestm 
Eomanorumhv Thomas Hoccleve, in Harl. MS 7338 ; and 8. Part of Matthew Paris's 
Vita Offa Frtmi, both stories illustrating incidenU in the Man of Law's Tale. 4. Two 
French Fabliaux like the Eeeve's Tale, 6. Two Latin Stories like the Friar's Tmle. 



Of the Seeond Series, the issue for 1878 is, 

8. Albertano of Brescia's Liber Consilii et Consolationis, a.d. 1246 (the Latin 
source of the French original of Chaucer*s Melibe), edited from the MSS, by Dr. 
Thor Sundby. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1874 is, 

9. Essays on Chaucer, his Words and Works, Part II. : 8. John of Hoveden's 
Fraetica Chilindri, edited from the MS, with a translation, br Mr. E. Brock. 4. 
Chaucer's use of the final -e, by Joseph Payne, Esq. 6. Mrs. £. Barrett-Browning 
on Chaucer: being those parts of her review of the Book of the Foots, 1842, which 
relate to him ; here reprinted by leave of Mr Robert Browning. 6. Professor 
Bemhard Ten-Brink's critical edition of Chaucer's Compleynte to rite. 

Of the Seeoad Series, the issue for 1878 is, 

10. Originals and Analogues of Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, Part II. 6. iUphoa* 
sus of Lincoln, a Story like the Prioress's Tale, 7, How Reynard caught Chanti* 
deer, the source of the Nun' s-Friest* s Tale, 8. Two Italian Stories, and a Latin 
one, like the Pardoner's Tale, 9. The Tale of the Priest's Bladder, a stoiy like the 
Summoner's Tale^heing * Ii dis de le Yescie a Prestre,' par Jakes de Basiw. 10. 
Petrarch's Latin Tale of Orifleldis (with Boccaccio's Story from which it was re-told), 
the original of the Clerk's Tale. 11. Five Versions of a Pear-tree Stoiy like that m 
the Merchant's Tale, 12. Four Versions of The Life of Saint Cecilia, the original 
of the Second Nun's Tale, Edited by F. J. FumivalL 

11. Early English Pronunciation, with especial reference to Shakspere and Chan* 
c«r, by Alexander J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. Fart IV. 

12. Life»JReeordsof Chancer, Part I, The Robberies of Chaucer by Richard Brere« 
lav and others at Westminster, and at Hatcham, Surrey, on Tuesdav, Sept 6, 1390, 
with some Account of the Robbers, from the Enrolments in the Public Record Office, 
by Walford D. Selbv, Esq., of the Public Record Ofllce. 

13. Thynne's Animadversions (1599) on Soeght's Chancers Workes, re-edited from 
the unique MS, by Fredk. J. Fumivall, with fresh Lives of William and Frande 
Thynne, and the only known fragment of The Pilgrims Tale. 

Of the Seeond Series, the issue for 1876 is, 

14. LifS'Secords of Chaucer, Part II, The Household Ordinances of King 
Edward II, June 1323 (as englisht by Francis Tate in March 1601 a.d.), with «&• 
tracts from those of Kfaig Edwaid IV, to show theprobable duties of Chaucik as 
Valet or Yeoman of the Chamber, and Esquire, to Edward III, of whose Household 
Book no MS is known ; together with Chaucer's Oath as Controller of the Customs, 
end an enlargd Autotype of Hocdeve's Portrait of (Chaucer, edited by F*. J. 
FnrnivalL 
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The Miller's Prologue. Lines 42>()9. 

^hte bronktn fillet 0]iake tvX eont agm \ 

^ttb eatb. Itbe orother (S)0tDoIb» 
SEha hath na toitt t0 no Corfcolb.^ 

He proves that the Husband's Creet is in his Wifes QTuttete ; 
ahd to allay his fury, he confesSeth freely that there are many good 
Wives, amongst which, the Keve's Wife may be one^ for ought he 
knows ol ^ 

^0 hemeit of mg 0el{ that X am one. 
S tooll ht\t\st that S am none.' 

This agrees well with that Tenet, which applied seasonably, may 
afford a sovereign Receipt to Jealousie : It is better to be one, and 
think him none, than to be none, and think him one. The old 
Bard could sing as much: 

More hlith that Cochold looki, ttho thihki him none^ 
Than he who ne^re was oiie^ yet thinks him oae. 

S^n hnebatth 0honlb not be inquieitife 
(Df (Sobbe0 inribete; ne of ht0 toitt* 

An excellent Kule of direction, including a twofold Fteceptc 

' First, Not to pry too curiously into the secret Cabinet of Qod*8 

Divine WilL Secondly, Not to be too jealously inquisitive after 

/ the Actions of his Wife. For the former, as it is ah Argument of 

too daring presumption ; so the later, of weakness and indiscretioii. 

SBhat 0honlb X more 0as» bitt ihi0 JEtUet 
' ^e nolbe hio b)orb for no man f otbere. &c^ 

Here our ingenious Chancer displays the Frontless boldness of a 
Rustick* On he will go with his Tale in spite of all opposition. 
In the end, our Poet, out of a native and free-bred Modesty, as one 
doubtful, lest some passages might offend the chast ear of a modest 
hearer, he directs him to other historical Tales, plenteously stored 
with singular Precepts of Morality ; which, together with his own 
Apology, he expresseth in these Lines, and so weaves up his 
Fh>logue^ 

— : 'S'Sko0O U0t it not to here 

bourne obet the lefe, anb cho0e another ^^^de. 

* Asd seyde, 'leviS brother OsewoM (1. 48) 
Who hath no wyf, he is no eokewold. 

* As demen of my self that I wer; oon ; (L 58) 
I wol beleve wel that I am noon. 

' Of godd'es privetee, nor of hia irjf. (1. 56). 
^ AVhat shola^ I mor^ seyn, hat tnis Millere (L 99} . 
He noldf his wordes for no man forhere. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



RICHARD BRATHWAIT. 
'Bora about 1588. Flourished 1611-1665. Died 1678. 

Tub writer of these ' Comments ' is an interesting specimen of 
the country nmimate, of good family and literary tastes, of 17th 
century EnglaJ T^*® *'Wo principal authorities as to the facts of 
Richard Bratf^^ ^ife^ — Antony A* Wood and Joseph Hoalewood, 

^ — tell us^imp Jas the second son of Thomas Brathwait, and of 

* Dorothj^lii/^ Tilaughter of Robert Bindloss of Haulstoijijyrest- 
moreknd^f^yi^nird's {ather, and his fathers before him, possessed a 
good f reenol({ aomain in the county of Westmoreland. ^ 

Acconling to Wood, Richard ''became a Commoner of Oriel 
College A.D. 1604, aged 16, and was matriculated as a gentleman's 
son and a native of the Co^ of Northumberland " [sie]. 

Later he removed to Caml>ridge to read law, and an account of 
himself at this time is to be found in his '' Holy ^Memorials, or 
Heavenly Memento's" (1638), which is a kind of Brathwaitian 
" Ptelude," giving a detailed account of tlie author's life, continuing 
even up to his death, which he anticipates by some 35 years. 
Under the heading ' His LdbourSy Brathwait says : • 

"Free-bred were my Studies : so as, LaptringAWef with shell on 
hciid, I begun to write, before my .vecire« could well make mee an 
AttfJior, But hence my teares ! The Subfecis I made choyce of ; 
were of Love .... I was^ proud in bearing the title of a Writer ; 
which, I must confesse, together with the instancie of such as either 
truly applauded mee, or deluded mee, maile me ambitious after the 
name of an Avtlwr!* 

Again, when telling of His L//e, Brathwait says that his Parents 
wished him to study Law, '' which I must confesse suited not well* 

* The article iii the DldU}w%ry of Nalional BtograiiJiy addn no new facti as 
to Brathwait's life. 
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vi Brathwaifs Life and Stiidiu. 

wiih my disposition : for the fresh fragrant flowers of Divine Poesio 
and Morall Philosophy could not like to be removed nor transported 
to those thorny places and plashes of the Law. But no remedy; 
with an unwilling farewell I tooke my leave of Philosophy; to 
oddresse my Studies to that knowledge which at first seemed so far 
diiferent from my element ** 

We hear little further of his pursuit of the l^al profession, hut 
judging from the books he has left, he continued to give free rein to 
his fancies in ''Divine Poesie and Morall Philosophy." 

He first married in 1617, Frances, daughter of James Lawson of 
Nesham, near Darlington. Living for many years at Bumeshead 
(part of the family estate which his father had left him), Brathwait 
"became" (says Wood) "Captain of a Foot Co^. in the Trai;ied 
Bands, a D^-Lt. in the Co. of Westmoreland, a Justice of the Peace, 
and a noted Wit and Poet' He wrote and published several books 
in English, consisting of prose and poetry, highly commended in the 
ago wherein published, but since slighted and despised as frivolous 
matters, and only to be taken into the hands of novices." 

Joseph Haslewood does not like this summary dismissal of 
Brathwait's claims as an author, and says that as the writer of 
Bamahee*s Journal^ " it will scarcely be denied that he possessed a 
native and unsophisticated wit and humoiu:, a perspicuity of expres- 
sion, a dance of imagery and a facility of metre " which rank him 
amongst the authors who will live. 

Brathwait's wife died in 1633, and he appears to have so greatly 
mourned her loss, that he published two copies of verses to com- 
memorate her worth and virtue& Six years later he married again, 
Mary, daughter of Eoger Crofts of Kirtlington in Yorkshire. He 
describes her as a widow and a native of Scotland. Their son was 
the gallant Sir Strafibnl Brathwait, who was killed in the ship Mary 
under the command of Sir Eoger Strickland, duriug an engagement 
with the Tyger^AIgerine man-of-war. 

Some time after his second marriage, Brathwait left Bumeshead, 
probably to occupy the Manor-House at Catterick. Nothing much 
further is known about him, save that in May 1673 he died at East 
Appleton, and was buried in the parish church of Catterick. ^ He 
left behind him," says Wood, " the character of a well-bred gentleman 
and good neighbour." 

Tlie traditional account of his appeamnce which has descended 
to us, is, that ho was one of the handsomest men of his day, for 
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the Cambridge Univ. MS, Og, 4. 27, &e., and Process Engravings, for the 
EUesmere MB Part, of the 23 Ellesmere MS Miniatures. The Hengwrt MS, 
Part VI, contains The Canon's- Yeoman's Tale from the Lichfield MS. 
LXXII. The Six-Text, Part IX, with colord Lithographs of 6 Tellers of Tales and 6 
emblematical Figures from the Cambridge Univers. MS Og.4.27; Forewords, 
Title-pages for the three volumes, &c. ; and Prof. Hiram Corson's Index to 
the Subjects and Names of The Canterbury Th/m. 
The issue for 1886, in the First Beriei, is, 
LXXIII. The Harleian MS 7334 of The Cauterhwff Talee, with Woodcuts of 28 

Tellers of Tales from the EUesmere MS, &e. 
LXXIV. Autotype Specimens of the chief Chaucer MSS. Pt IV. The EUesmeM. 

The issue for 1886, in the First Series, is, 
LXXV. Chaucer's Boece from the Cambridge Universitv MS. li. 8. 21. 
LXXVl. Chaucer's Boeee from the Additional MS 10,340 in the British Museum, 

as edited by the Rev. Dr. R. Morris for the E. £. Text Soc in 18C8. 
LXXVII. Mure Odd Texts of Chaucer's Minor Poems, containing. 1. The Cbm* 
pfevnte to Pite: 2. The Complaint of the Anelida and Arette; 8. Tntth ; 
4. Zaek of Stedfaetneee : 5. fortune; 6, Puree. Appendix : L The Balade 
ofFUe, II. JtoufideU (Mereiteeee Beaute). 
The issue for 1887, in the First Series, ii, 
LXXTIIL A Byme-hidex to Chaucer' e Minor Tbeme, by Miss Isabel Marshall and 
Miss Lela Porter, in Royal 4to for the ParaUel-Texl. 
The issue for 1888, in the First Series, is, 
LXXIX. A One-Text Print of Chaucer's Troilutftrom the CampsallMSbef.l41l( A.D. 

The issue for 1889, in the First Series, is, 
LXXX. A Byme-hidex to Chaucer's Minor Poeme, by Miss Isabel Marshall and 
Miss Lela Port* r, in Svo for the One-Text print of ths Mittor Poeme. 
The issue for 1890, in the First Series, is, 
LXXXI. Paraliel'Text Speciwettt of all aeceeeible unnrinted Chaucer MSS: The 
Pardouer'e Prolog and Tale, edited by Prof. Zupitsa, Ph.D. Part I, from 
7 MSS : Cambridge Dd.4. 24, Christ-Church, Additional 6140, Devonshire. 
Haistwell (or Egerton 3726), Ingilby, Northumberland : the Dd. Group. 
LXXXII. The Eomaunt of the Jtoee, from Thynne's print, 1632, ed. F. J. Fumivall. ; ]] 

The issue for 1891, in the First Series, is, < 

LXXXIII. A Parallel text of The Botnaunt of the Boee (of which the first 1706 linea 
are most probably Chaucer's), from the uniaue MS at Glasgow, and its 
French original, Ze Soman de la Boee, edited oy Dr Max Kaluza« Part I. 
LXXXI V. A Rime-Index to Chaucer's Troilue^ by Prof. Skiat, LittDl 

Th» issue for 1892, in the First Series, is, 
LXXXV. Parallel-Text Specimcne of all aeceeeible unwintcd Chaucer MSS: The 
Pardoncf'e Prolog and Tale, edited by Prof. Zupitsa, Ph.D. Part II, 
from 10 MSS. 
The is.sue for 1893, in the First Series, is, 
LXXX VI. Parallel-Text Specimene of all aeceeeible wnprinted Chaue^ MSS: The 
Pardoner'e P-olog and Tale, edited by Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D. Part III, 
from 6 MSS. ~ 

The issue for 1894^ in the First Series, is, 
LXXXYII. A Parallel-Text of 3 more MSS of Chaucer's JHilue, the St John's 
and Corpus, Cambridge, and Hari. 1239, Brit. Mus., put forth by Dr. F. J. 
Fumivall. Part I, with a Note by G. C. Macaulay, 11 Jk. 
The issue for 1896, in the First Series, is, 
LXXXVIII. A Parallel-Text of 3 more MSS of Chaucer's TroiluSt Part IL 

The issue for 1896, in the First Series, will be, 
LXXXIX. Prof. McCormick's Introduction to Chaucer's JMlue, discussing iti 
MSS, its Text, its Metre and Grammar: 2nd Parallel-Texts, Part III. 
The issue for 1897, in the First Series, is. ' ^ ' 

XC. Parallel-Text Speeimefie of all aeceeeible Ufinrinted MSS: The Pardimer'e 
Prolog and Tale, Part iV, from 17 MSS, edited by the late Prof. Zupitxa, 
Ph.D., and Pruf. John Koch, Ph.D. { 

The issue for 1898, in the First Series, is, 
XCI. Parallel-Text Speciwene. Part V : The Pardoner' e Prolog and Tale, a Six> 
Text, from 3 MSS. and 3 black-letters, edited by Prof. John Koch, Ph.D., 
and Dr. F. J. Fumivall. 
The issue for 1899, in the First Series, i^ ] \ 

XCIL Parallel-Text Specimene, Part VI : Th$ derive Tale, a Six-Text Print firom 
6 MSS not containing The Pardoner' e Tale, put forth by Dr. F. J. FnmivalL 
The issue for 1900 and 1901, in the First Series, will be, 
XCIIL Parallel-Text Specimene, Part VII: The Clerk'e Tale from the PhOUpps 
MS 8299 and the Longleat MS, with an Introd. by Prof. John Koch, Ph.D. 
XCIV. Parallel- Text Specimene, VtLTtYlll: The Pardoner* e Preieg and Tale item 
the Hodeon MS 37, put forth by Dr. F. J. FumivalL with IntroductioA by 
Prof. Jo. Koch, PbJ). 
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SECOND SERIES. 
or the Second Series, the inue* for ISSS is, 

1. Earl^ Euyliih Fronutteiation, ¥rith especisl roferenoe to Shskspere and Cbsuoer. 
by Alexander /. Ellia, £«q., F.R.S. Part I. This work inclados an amidgamatioB of 
Prof. F. jr. Child's two Papers on the use of the final -« bj Chaucer (in T. Wright's ed. 
of The Canterb, Tales) and byOower (in Dr Panli's ed.of the Cetifesei^ Ammntie). 

2. Essajft on Chaucer, hie tTorde and Worke, Part I.:. 1. Prof. Kbert's Beviewof 
Sandras's Etude tur Chaucer, translated hj J. W. van Rees Hosts, M.A« ; S. A 
ISth-century Latin Treatise on the Chilindre (of the Shipmmn'e Tdle)^ edited by 
Mr. E. Brock. 

3. A Temporary Preface to the Society's Six-Text edition of Chaucer's Camierb9irp 
Talee, Part I, attempting to iihow the right Order of the Tales, and the Days ana 
Stages of the Pilgrimage, &c &c, by F. J. Fumivally Esq., M.A« 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1869 is, 

4. Earljf Enciieh Frouuuciat'um, with especisl reference to Shakspers and Chsnoer, 
by Alexander J. ElUs, Esq., F.R.S. Psrt II. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1870 is, 

5. Early Englieh Prouutteiation, ¥rith especial reference to Shakspere and Chaucer, 
by^AlexanderJ.Ems,E8q., F.R.S. Psrt III. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1871 is, 

6. Trial-Feretoorde to my ParaUel-Tezt edition of Chaueer^e Minor Feeme fm the 
Chaucer Society (with a try to set Chaucer's Works in their right order of Time), by 
Fredk. J. FumivslL Psrtl. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1878 is, 

7. Originate and Analoguee ofewne of Chauier^e Canterbury Tatee, Part I. .1. The 
original of the Man of Lato'e Tale of Constance, from the French Chronicle of 
Nicholas Trivet, Arundel MS 56, ab. 1340 a.d., collated with the later copv, ab. 1400, 
in the National Librarv at Stockholm ; copied and edited, with a translatum, by Mr, 
Edmund Brock. 2. The Tale of ** Mercians the Emperor." englisht from the Geein 
Eofnanorum by Thomas Hoccleve, in Harl. MS 7333 ; and 3. Part of Matthew Paris's 
Vita Ofa JfVtmt, both stories illustrating incidents in the Man of Law' e Tale, 4. Two 
French Fabliaux like the Eeeve*e Tale. 6. Two Latin Stories like the Friar's Tale, 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1878 is, 

8. Albertano of Brescia's Liber Coneilii et Coneolationiej A.B. 1246 (the Latin 
source of the French original of Chaucer's Melibe)^ edited from the MSS, by Dr. 
Thor Sundby. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1874 is, 

9. Eteayt on Chaucer, hie Wbrde and Wbrke, Psrt II. : 3. John of Hoveden's 
Fractica Chilindri, edited from the MS, ¥rith a translation, by Mr. B. Brock. 4. 
Chaucer's use of the final -«, by Joseph Payne, Esq. 5. Mrs. £. Barrett-Browning 
on Chaucer: being those narts of her review of the Book of the Foete, 1842, which 
relate to him ; here repnnted by leave of Mr Robert Browninsr. 6. Professor 
Bemhard Ten-Brink's critical edition of Chaucer's Compleynte to Fite. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1876 is, 

10. Oriyinale and Analoguee of Chaueer'e Canterbury Talee, Part II. 6. AJphon* 
sus of Lincoln, a Story like the Frioreee'e Tale, 7. How Reynard caught Chanti- 
cleer, the source of the Kun*e»Frie»t*e Tale, 8. Two Italian Stories, and a Latin 
one, like the Fardoner'e Tale, 9. The Tale of the Priest's Bladder, a stoiy Uke the 
Summoner'e 2Vi/«, being * li dis de le Vescie a Prestre,' par Jakes de Basiw. 10. 
Petrarch's Latin Tale of Oriseldis (with Boccaccio's Story from which it was le-told), 
the original of the Clerk* e Tale. 11. Five Versions of a Pear-tree Story like that m 
the Merehanfe Tale. 12. Four Versions of The Life of Saint Cecilia, the original 
of the Second Nun'e Tale. Edited by F. J. Funiivall. 

11. Early Englieh Fronunciation, with especial reference to Shakspere and (7hau> 
c6r, by Alexander J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. Part IV. 

12. Life'Becordeof Chaucer, Part I, The Robberies of Chaucer by Richard Brers« 
lay and others at Westminster, and at Hatchani, Surrey, on Tuesday, Sept. 6, 1390, 
with some Account of the Robbers, from the Enrolments in the Public Record OflBce, 
by Walford D. Sclby, Esq., of the Public Record Ofilce. 

13. Thynne's Animadversions (1599) on Speght's Chaucere Workee, re-edited from 
the unique MS, by Fredk. J. Fumivsll, with fresh Lives of William and Frands 
Thynne, and the only known fragment of The Filgrime Tale, 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1878 is, 

14. Life'Recorde of Chaucer. Part II,- The Household Ordinances of King 
Edward II, June 192Z (as englisht by Francis Tate in March 1601 A.D.), with ex* 
tracts from those of King Edwaid IV, to show theprobable duties of Chaucsr as 
Valet or Yeoman of tho Cnamber, and Esquire, to Edward III, of whose Household 
Book no MS is known ; together with Chaucer's Oath as Controller of the Customs, 
said an enlargd Autotype of Hocdeve's Portrait of (^uoer, edited by F, J. 
FunivalL 
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Contemporary p7'ai8e of BrathwaiCs ' CommentsJ xi 

Yco then, whose measures merit well the name 
And Title yee retaine, Poets, I meahe, 
liedew'd with influence from Hippocrene, 
As yee professants seeme, so be the same. 
And \Vith your own pennes eternize your fame : 

Shun these Pipe-Pageants ; for tliere seldom como 
Tobacco-Factors to Elysium. 

From this poem we learn tliat Brathwait had, as early as the 
year 1617, (aged 29) written, and intended shortly to publish these 
"pleasing Comments." What prevented him bringing them out 
imtil 48 years later we do not know ; unless it were that he hoped 
to write comments on all the Tales, which intention he never 
carried out 

He tells us himself that the work had been " begim and finished 
in his blooming years, when the heat of conceit more than the depth 
of intellect dictated to his pen." ^ Eventually he was persuaded to 
publish them, as others have done, at the instance of '' sundry 
persons of Quality." 

These critics, so Brathwait tells us in his ' Appendix,' said some 
very pretty things about his ' Comments,' and urged him to write 
more, '' ingenuoiisly protesting^ thai they had not read any Stibject 
discoursing hy way of lllusti-ation, antl running Descant on sueJi 
Lights hut Harmless Fancies^ more Jiandsofnely couched nor modestly 
skadoioedJ* 

Gratifying as this must have been for the author to hear, he was 
not to be persuaded to write more Comments '' were they never so 
in-egnatU,** for he was now an old man of nearly 80, and 

" Of such light Toyes Hce'd tVn a long Adew, 
Nor did He mean his knowledge to renew." 

We cannot, unfortunately, agree with the estimate of Brathwait's 
contemporaries (as recorded by himself) with Tesi)ect to these 
'Comments.' Eegaixled as litemture, and for their own intrinsic 
merit, they are worth little. They tell us nothing which a fairly 
inteUigent reader could not discover for himself, and the most in- 
teresting passages are' of value to us now only because of their age 
and quaintness. Such for instance are the anecdotes hel^ and there 
interposed as illustrating some point in the Tales, that about S. l^aul's 
Cloak on p. 13; the young man and the responses, p. 40; or the 
widow who buried four husbands (p. 61). 

^ Appendix (p. 97). 



xii The historical tnierest of the * CamnunU.* 

The old "Sylvanc Charm," quoted on p. 19 m connection with 
the Carpenter's 'l*^ight Spell/ and the versified rendering of the 
flitch of hacon (p. 42) have an antiquarian interest But that is all ; 
for the rest, the * Comments ' are but a prose rendering, and some- 
times a rather wearisome expansion of the Tales. Take for an 
example of this aimless prolixity, the opening remark on the 
* Millers Tale,' where Brathwait in 123 words points out that it adds 
life and realism to any story to make mention of the Place, Person, 
Profession, with other circumstances concurring, and that for this 
reason Chaucer has mentioned that the Carpenter lived at Oxford. 

When, however, we consider the date both of the composition 
and of the publication of these Comments, and the age of their author, 
and then look upon them in their relation to the history of Chaucer 
criticism, they form a very interesting link between the hearty and 
general appreciation which Chaucer received from the Elizabethans, 
and the neglect and misunderstanding he encountered to%vards the 
end of the 17 th century. 

All the great Elizal^ethans, who have left any record on the 
subject, unite in looking upon Chaucer as the greatest of English 
poets. Spenser with whole-hearted admiration looked to him as 
his master: 

** Dan Chaucer, well of English undefird 
On Fame's Eternal Bead-roll worthy to be fird." 

(J^. d, Bk. 4, C. 2, St 31.) 

Sidney, in his Defence of Poeeie (1598), speaks reverently of hini, 
if more critically than does Spenser. 

** Chaucer undoubteilly did excellently well in his Troilus and 
Cresseid, of whom truly I know not whether to marvel more, either 
that he in that mystie time could see so clearly, or that we in this 
clear age go so stumblinglie after him. Yet has he great wants, fit to 
be forgiven in so reverent an Antiquitie." 

The critics, Ascham, Gascoigne, Puttenham and Webbe, all uphold 
and admire him, though for different reasons. Ascham, who praises 
the ** English Homer" unreservedly, still deplores that he contented 
himself with ^barbarous and rude Kyming." Gascoigne actually 
commends Chaucer for the supposed irregularity in the number of his 
syllables, as being an approach to the classical method of marking the 
verse by quantity. Webbe, whilst acknowledging that though the. 
manner of Cliaucer's style '* may seem blunt and course to many fine 
English earos at these days,'* yet says *'in truth if it be equally 
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BratlvicaU a typical Mizdbethan. xiii 

pondered and with good iudgment oduised, and confirmed with the 
time wherein he wrote, a man shall perceive thereby even, a true 
picture or perfect shape of a right Poet" {Discourse of English 
Poeine, 1586.) 

Piittenham, in his Arte of English Poesie (ISSS), shows his in- 
timate knowledge and thorough appreciation of Chaucer, to whom he 
refcra continually, calling him the '* Father of our English Poets," 
and " the most renowned of them all, for the much learning appcar- 
j eth to be in him above any of the rest" 

I have quoted from these writers because they are typical Eliza- 
bethans in their attitude towards Chaucer. They are not speaking 
J from hearsay, but are well acquainted with the poet's works, and as a 

j result of knowing him thoroughly, they love and admire him, whilst, 

at the same time, acknowledging that his language is antiquated, and 
j his stylo perhaps blunt 

I This is exactly Brathwait*s position. For him, Chaucer is the 

" Ancient, Eenowned and Ever Living Poet" (title page), the " Eng- 

, lish Homer," our incomparable Chaucer (p. 33), who "for his Rich 

Fancy, Pregnant Invention and Present Composure, deserved the 

I Countenance of a Prince and his Laureat Honour." 

I ^ It is evident that Brathwait knows his Chaucer thoroughly, and 

t takes genuine delight in him, as for instance in his appreciation of 

the Knight's Tale on p. 1, and his reference to the other Tales in 

verse 12 of the poem of CJiaucei's Incensed GhosL 

Could his life be renewed he tells us, " his Youthfid Genius 
could not bestow his Endeavour on any Author mth more Pleasure 
nor Coinplo/cency to Fancy ^ than five Illustrations of Qiaucer," 

Brathwait is Elizabethan also in his delight in the moral worth 
of Chaucer ; for he points out in his poem that the Canterbury Tales 
if morally applied are 

" Worth worlds of wealth, how light so e'xe tliey seem." 

Braithwait, like Webbe and others, feels himself called upon to 
make excuse for Chaucer's language and style, and is forced to take a 
very curious position in order to defend his favourite. He contends 
that tlie substance of what Chaucer says is so good, that the manner 
of saying it matters comparatively little. 

In the Appendix to this volume, in answer to the carping critic 
who wishes Chaucer's language were better, Braithwait says (p. 98) : 
"5/r, It appears^ yon prefer Speech 6c/(we tlve Headpiece, Langui^e 



xiv BraiTiwaii*$ old'/ashtatud victt», 

before Invention ; whereas Weight of Jwlgyncnt has ever given In- 
vention priorify before Language. And not to leave you dissaJtiefied^ 
As the time wherein these Tales were writ rendei'ed him incapable of 
the one, So his Pregnancy of Fancy ajyprot/d him incomparable for 
the otiierj* And again in the poem, when on the same topic, Brath- 
wait asserts that Chaucer 

^ dislikes this polishing of art, 
Which may refine the Core, but spoiles the heart" 

Brathwait thus clings steadily to the tradition of his youth. 
Chaucer — for him — ^is still the greatest of English poets, as well as 
the first; his teaching is sound and moral, his imagination and wit 
incomparable ; yet, owing to the dark age in which he lived, his style 
is often rude and rough. 

By the time, however, that Brathwait, as an old man, published 
these Comments, public opinion in England had undergone a very 
great and significant change, with regard to the merits of Chaucer. 

Although the poet's name continued for some time to wield 
power, his works were less widely read. Thus in 1628, John Earle, 
by a remark in his Mieroeosmographie indicates that he was then 
called the greatest of English poets, only by those who preferred to 
follow convention and tradition, rather than to use their own judg- 
ment In describing the character of A Vulvar Spirited Man, Earle 
says he is one ''that cries Chaucer for his Money above all our 
English Poets, because the voice ha's gone so, and he ha's read none." 

Even those who still genuinely admired Chaucer, thought he had 
had his day, and was too rough and old-fashioned to endure;^ and 
by the end of the century he was frankly looked upon as antiquated 
and barbaric, by the highest authorities in these matters. 

So that three years after the publication of Brathwait's ' Com- 
ments ' wo find Edmund Waller writing : 



> Soe Daniel's Jfusophitus as early as 1599 : 

" For what hv races hath there come to fall 
With low aisgrace, quite yanished and past 
Since Chaticer liv'd, who yet lives and yet shall, 
Though (which I griere to say) bnt in nis last 
Yet what a time hath he wrested from time. 
And won upon the mighty waste of dales 
Vnto th' immortall honor of our clime. 



Vnto the Sacred Relicks of whose rime 
We yet are bound in zeal to offer praise." 
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Otfier Chaucerian antics of the nih century, xv 

** Foots that liisting marble seek 
IMust carve in Latin or in Greek : 
AVo write in sand, our language grows 
And like the tide, our work o'erflows 1 " 

" Chaucer his sense can only boast 
The gloiy of his Numbers lost ! 
Years have defaced his matchless strain 
And yet he did not sing in yain." 

(On English Verse, 1668.) 

Six years later, Edward Phillips, the nephew of Milton, wrote : 

" True it is that the style of Poetry till Henry the S**** time, and 
partly also within his reign, may very well appear uncouth strange 
and unpleasant to those that are affected only with what is familiar 
and accustomed to them, not but there were even before those times 
some that had their Poetical excellencies if well examined, and chielly 
among the rest, Chaucer, who thro' all the neglect of former ag'd 
Poets still keeps a name, being by some few admired for his reol 
worth, to others not unpleasing for his facetious way, which joyn'd 
with his old English intertains with a kind of Drollery." 

{Theatrum Poeiarum, 1674.) 

There are numberless other references of a like description, from 
this time on to the end of the century. Those most favourable to 
Cliaucer point out that he deserves renpoct and mention — if not for 
intrinsic merit — then because of his antiquity. 

lie was the first, says Drayton, who 

'* enriched our Englisli with his rhymes 
And was the first of oura that ever brake 
Into the Muses treasure." 

{Epistle to Henry Reynolds.) 

And Sir John Denham likens him to the " morning star " which 
dissipates the mists and clouds of night^ 

The unfavourable criticisms culminate in Addison's startling 
judgment delivered in 1694, in his Account of the Greatest English 
Poets ; where he says : 

" Long had our dull forefathera slept supine^ 
Nor felt the raptures of the tuneful Nine 
Till Chaucer first, a merry bard, arose. 
And many a story told in ryme and prose. 
But age has rusted what the poet wnt. 
Worn out his language and obscured his wit : 
In vain he jests in his unpolished strain, 
And tries to make his readera laugh in vain." 

1 On the Death of Cowley, 1667. 



XYi BrcUhivati is interesting as a surtdval. 

Without cnnmerating more examples tlion, it is ovidenti that 
when BraiUiwait published his little volume in 1665, containing a 
few whole-hearted words in praise of him whom he never doubted 
was the greatest of English Poets, ''the famous the ever living'' 
Chaucer, the old man's opinions and literary tastes were quite behind 
the times, thoroughly old-fashioned and obsolete. They widely 
differed from those held by Mr. Waller and Mr. Cowley,^ and later 
by Mr. Addison; but they dated back to the days, when Edmund 
Spenser counted it his greatest honour to call ''Dan Chaucer'' 
master, and his highest aspiration to "follow" in the "footing" of 
his "feet" 

Brathwait is then, as Professor Lounsbury says, a "survival," but 
in the light of a survival he is very interesting. 

His little book is one of the very few bright places of Chaucer 
criticism, during the time of gloom and neglect encountered by the 
old poet in the 17th century; and Brathwait himself seems to 
stand helping to bridge over tliis dreary interval, by reaching out a 
hand on the one side to Spenser, and on the other to Dryden, form- 
ing thus a link between one of the greatest of English poets and the 
greatest of English critics, who were at one in their appreciation of 
Geoffry Chaucer. 

C. F. E, SpuBOEOir. 
SB, Upper OloueesUr Plaee, H. JF., 
March 1901. 

Note, — ^The punctuation, as well as the spelling, of the 'Com- 
ments' are Brathwait's own. 

I We are told by Dryden that Cowley, having been persuaded to read 
Chancer over, declared he " had no taste of htm." 
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This Comment was an AJfay, 
whereto the Author was im- 
portun*d by Perfons of Quali- 
ty, to compleat with Brief, 
Pithy, and Proper lUuftrati- 
ons. Suitable to fiich Sub- 
jects. 
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The Mtller*8 Prologue. Lines 1-2L 
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A Commentary upon Chaucer's 
Prologue to his Millers Tale. 

^en that the ^nijht^ ^c 

Our Famous and ever-living Chancer^ having in his 
, KnighVe TcUe expressed the sweet Comical passages 
of constant Love, covertly shadowed under the persons of Palamoit 
and Arcite Corrivals in their Love to Enidy: Our merry Host, 
infinitely delighted with the Pleasure of that Story, desires to have 
these Tales continued, as the Task was at first by him contrived. 
Snbokleb xa iht mtdt, ^ v 
A familiar and proper kind of Speech, implying how their Wits 
being now set awork, and the Male of their Conceits unbokled, ncme 
should be so unsociably retired, as to ingross his Conceits to himself, 
and not have them discovered. 

^to telUth Sir £H(mW *«. 
He gives the Monk pre-eminence; but the drunken Miller 
admits of no such precedence : his Drink frees him from all Monas- 
tick reverence. 

fttt in $ilate0 hoitt ht began ta ctxt^^ 
,nh dtoore, Ac 

Here he describes to life the humor of a Drunkard; Fearful 
Oaths are ever the overflows of full Pots. 

(Sttt ho0t 0atii that he b)a0 hronken ot ale 
^nh 0aih, abihe ^obin lebe htjother.* 

> Now telleth ye, sir Monk, if that ye come, (!• 10). 
• But in PiUtes vois he can to crye, &c (L 16). 
' Oiir Hoste sangh that ne wan dronke of ale, (1. 20} 
And saydf : 'abyd, Robin, my lev^ brother.' 
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fi The Miller's Prolog%U. Uiies 22-3a 

A pleasant contest betwixt o]ir !^OAt,and the Miller; whom he 
first mildly labours to perswade, bat.wl^^ po reason will prevail, he 
concludesy . , . , 

^ell on a hebil tbrfjl* * ' 

^kott art a fooi, thg tott i0 obetrotne. 

Wherein the Host discoTers his anger, and in a passionate 
manner gives way to his humor. . 

^oto herketh qh. the JRiller, all anh 0omt, 
^ttt first X make a protedtacion 
HEhat X am hronke, &e. 

The Miller makes strong Liquor his Apology, purposely to pro- 
cure 'more attention, and incur less offence: For true was his 
observation in Assayes of this nature: 

In idling tales, unless the truth toe smother^ 
In pleading one, we may displease another. 

Bight cautious are we then to be of the nature and humor of the 
licarer, and to peruse him, before we disclose oiur selves unto hinu 

If X mwpeakt ot saj 

SQite it the 3^lt of Slouthtoarke, X s^^^ V^B^ 
Like a true Ale-stake, he tels you where the best Ale is ; and this 
was made good long ago, as may appear by that overworn Proverb, 

The nappy strong Ale of Southmrke 
Keeps many a Gossip fra the Kirke. 

He proceeds to the Argument of his Tale, in these words, 

or X tooll tell a l^egenbe ani a Xife 
otk of a <!rar)xenter anb hie toife &c.' 

This is the Subject which must give life to his Tale : But entring 
into more free discourse of the Lightness of the Carpenter's Wife, 
and the Carpenter^s disgrace, he is interrupted by the Beve in these 
words, 

^he l^ebe anslBeteb anb 0aib stint thj2 dap,* &c. 

This Beve being of the same Profession, cannot endure to hear 
a Carpenter defam'd upon any condition. He taxeth him for laying 
such infamy on mens Wives. 

Wliose spotless Homnir is their highest treasure, 
And tchose good name once lost, is lost for ever. 

* ... if that I misspekf or teye, (L 81) ^ 

Wytf it the alf ofSoathweric, I yon preye ; . 

\ \ * For I wol tellf a legend^ and a lyf 0- 33} ' 

I Both^ of a Carpenter, and of hin wvf, kt, 

' Tlic Reve answcrdc and seyde, 'stint thy clappe, (1. 30). 
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The ililler's Prologtie. Lines 42-69. 7. 

^ki0 bronkm MxWtx 0pnke txX eone agm 
ttb 0atb* Itbe orother (Dsloolb, 

ho hath no toift t0 no Cojckolb.^ 

> 

He Jiroves that the Husband's (Sreet is in his Wifes (Sttttoie; 
ahd to allay his fury, he cooifesdeth freely that there are many good 
Wives, amongst which, the Eeve's Wife may be one, for ought he 
knows ot ^ 

^0 li^zmtxx of ms 0eU that 3E am one* 
£ tooU beleht that £ am none.' 

This agrees well with that Tenet, which applied seasonably, may 
afford a soveraign Receipt to Jealousie : It is better to be one, and 
think him none, than to be none, and think him one. The old 
Bard could sing as much: 

More hlith that Oackoid looks, who thirikB him none^ 
Than lie who ne*re was otie, yet thinks him one. 

^n huebanb 0hottlb not be inqm0tti{e 
®i (!lobbt0 ptibete* ne of hi0 totxe.^ 

An excellent Eule of direction, including a twofdd Precepts 
First, Not to pry too curiously into the secret Cabinet of God's. 
Divine WilL Secondly, Not to be too jealously inquisitive after 
the Actions of his Wife. For the former, as it is an Argument of 
too daring presumption; so the later, of weakness and indiscretion. 

SEhat ehottib £ more 0as, bnt lht0 JRiUer 
^e nolbe hi0 hiorb for no man £orbere» &c* 

Here our ingenious Chaucer displays the Frontiess boldness of a 
Eustick* On he will go with his Tale in spite of all opposition. 
In the end, our Poet, out of a native and free-bred Modesty, as one 
doubtful, lest some passages might offend the diast ear of a modest 
hearer, he directs him to other historical Tales, plenteously stored 
with singular Precepts of Morality ; which, together with his own 
Apology, he expresseth in these Lines, and so weaves up his 
Ph>logue. 

— \ 'Q^ho0o lt0t it not to here 

bourne ober the lefe, anb rho0e another ^ale. 

* And seyde, ' leve brotber Osewold (1. 43) 
Who hath no wyf» he ia no cokewold. 

' As demen of my self that I wcr^ oon ; (L 58) 
I vol beleve wel that I am noon. 

* Of goddes privetee, nor of his wvf. 0* M). 
^ What shola^ I mor^ seyn, but tnis Millere (1. 59) . 

He noldf his wordes for no man forbere. 
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Tlu irUUi^i TaU. Lines 1-4. 
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A Comment upon the Miller's Tale. 
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"^ilom there 10210 btoelling in ®xenforb 
gi rick gnofe. &c.^ 
It giveth no less life than probable light to any Stoiy, to make 
mention of the Places. Petsou, Profession, vrith other Circumstances 
concurring. This induced our Poet here, as elsewhere throughout 
all his Tales, to express such a place where his Scene is formed, such 
persons to whose condition his Discourse is fitted, with all such 
passages, by which the conceipt of the Header might become artfully 
entangled, his Expectance pleasantly deceived, and the Plot at which 
he aimed, and by which he was directed, cunningly closed. You 
are to. observe then, that the Scene here, is laid in Oxford ; in which 
Shire, our Poet was bom and educated, and by Ricli. 2. with the 
Mannor of Neicholim, in the same County endowed. 
Jl rirk gnofe.^ 
A rich grub, or miserable Caitiff, as I render it; which inter- 
pretation, to be proper and significant, I gather by the sence of that 
antient Metre, 

Hie Catiff Gnof sed to his Orue, 

My Mtney is many, my incomes but few. • 

This, as I conceive, explains the Author's meaning; which seems 
no less seconded by that antient English Bard. 

Tlioi Gnof, tJuU Gi-ub, 0/ Pesants blude, 
Had store of Goiid, yet did no gude. 

Howsoever, we are to suppose him to be a Lodger or Tabler of 
Scholars and other Artists, for their Chamber and weekly Commons ; 
as he sheweth after, 

SBith him there tone btDelling n poor Sicholtr. 

This ^oor, hath been an Epithete (it seems) for Scholars in all 
Ages; but especially for Astrologers, of which profession this Scholar 
was, who spend so much time upon Experiments and Conclusions, 
and make such a puddcr about Jfacob0 §taft, as they never leave, 
till they get a Scrip to't, and so make up a beggarly conclusion. 
^ Aiichegnoi, (1.2). 
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The MilUr'B Tale. Ztnet 11-35. (l 

£{ that nun naktn htm in rerhrtn h0iirt0 ^j 

Wktxt iht mm shoulb habe lirottghi or 0hotttr0.^ 
He professed certain (uut z^nitt uncertain) conjectural notions of 
Weather, and so probably he mighty having (&5 ro*; be supposed) 
an Almanack^ in his bones, by tbe long familiarity he had with his 
Hostess Alyson^ the Carpenter^s "Wife. Howsoever, it may well 
appear, that albeit he could judiciously prognosticate of seasons, and 
by turning of the Weather-cock, gather where the wind was: li* 
was but ill wind to him ; for it blew him no good. 

tchHinhtr he hah in thai hoetelric; 
hrxt, toiihanttn ang companies. 
<£nU fetoudlit hisht, &c.< 
Here he describes his Chamber and Furniture ; with the privacy 
he enjoyed, to make his Studies more successfully fortunate, according 
to that of the Poet, 

V improve their knotdedffe^ ikose who have desire^ 

Must learn to leave themidv&t^ and to retire. ; 

Whence we may ground, that retirement is the best means for v 

improvement of knowledge. [ 

tnt he htvxatlt na 0totte m ia the rote \ 

t IpicoreB, or of ang (Sete toalL* | 

Here he glanceth wittily at the delicacy or effeminate privacy |} 

of this Scholar: From whence he descendeth to the too accurate 
disposing or shelving of his Books, his Augur stones, with other 
mysterious Appendices of his seldom practis'd Art. Likewise^ to his 
Press or Wardrobe, where his Cloaths were curiously folded, hb 
Table with Stammel, or some other Carpet, neatly covered, with his 
Psaltery, or Instrument of Musick hanging at his Bed-head, to give 
himself and the Family delightful Melody. This he fits with a 
Song, to make liis Musick more compleati himself more admired, and 
his Suit by his Hostess better accepted. Thus spun our young 
Astrologer out his time ; thus spent he his coin, the yearly Pension 
which his Friends allow'd him. 

^htB CTarpenter hah toebbeb neto a toiEe. 

An unequal Manriage; frosty Age and Youth cannot suit to- 
gether. This disparity in years, begets a distraction in their affec- 

' If tliat men axed him in oertein honres (L 9) 
Whan that men sliold^ hav^ droght^ or elles shonies. 

* A chambre hadd^ he in that hostelry <$ (L 17) 
AUon^ with-outen any companye, 
Fill fetitly y-dight, &o. 

• Of licoiya, or any cetewale. (L 21). ,H ;, 



10 ne MUUt^s Talc Lines 36-62. 

iions : Suspiciotis he is of her youth, and no less oonscioos of his 
own debility; both which (like speedy harbingere) make leady way 
for Jealoude. 

^t krttij vibi iS^to : fer hi0 toit \x>m mbt, 
Hllhat hnib mtn \x>tb hid dimilititbe.^ 

This was not only the advice of Ccao^ but both of Piitacui, and 
that Cynick Diogenes^Yfho on a time, being sollicited by a young 
man, for his best counsel or advice touching his Marriage, wished 
him to go forth into the streets, where the very Children would 
direct him in his choice : like will to like. 

fmt \0M tht0 Tions totft, nxtb thtrehnthaU 
ang WixBth her bobu gentle anh 0ntaU.< 

' Here he descants on the beauty of this young Bride. 

So tniall her Wast, as Nature made small wast. 
So sung our modern Poet, which agrees well with his Description : 
He compares her body to a Weesle, of all other creatures, smallest^ 
aleakest, and straightest After this, he goes to describe her Apparel; 
which suits so well with the artless curiosity of that time, as every 
Line finds out one native Ornament to grace and beautifie her Attire. 
Her ^etnt studded, or Girdle, barred with Silk; her f^mtm-dotitiu 
or Partlet, as white as morrow milk ; her embroidered ^mork^ her 
Colere of cole black Silk; the ^apet0 or Tassels of her white, 
Solupere* Gorget or Stomacher, suted to the same colour; her SUet 
of Silk, and set foU high. 

^nh diberlfi, 0he hah a Ukenm0 ete. 
The eye is called Love's Dart A wandring Eye discovers the 
affection of the heart It seldom roams abroad, but it either takes, 
or is taken. What an Xnhex is to a £ook, is the Eye to the mind. 

|uU 0mall i]mlleb toere her br0to0 ttaur,' 
tub thes toere bent, nnt black a0 any 0I0. 

The Brow is the Beacon of Fancy. A bent Brow implies a soveraign- 
ty or command of Affection. A black brow, constancy of resolution. 

the toa0 nt^rh more blt0ful tot to 0ee, 
hen i0 the netai ^ertgenet tree. &c* 

* He knew nat Catoiin, for hiii wit was mde, (L 41} 
That bad man shold^ wedd^ his similitude. 

* Fair was this yonge wyf, and ther-witk-al (L 47) 
As any wesel^ hir oody gent and sraaL 

' Fill smal^ v-pnlled were hir browes two (1. 59). 
^ She was ral more blisfol on to see (1. 61) 
Than is the newe pcr^-jonette tree. 
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Ij I Here he sets forth the Amiableness of her person in sundry 
(proper and familiar resemblances; wherein firsts he Metonemically 
I compares the cheerfulness of her countenance to the ^txtstxttt'lttt^ 
for the fruit of that Tree. Secondly, The softness of her Skin, and 
tenderness of flesh, being that Euryale praised in her Ulysses^ to>^ 

ISSeathertDOol ; the Lustre of her complexion to ^anae0 ^0totr ; 
the clearness of her voice to a ^lOHllotil ; her nimbleness to a ^tb ; 
the sweetness of her breath to jpraktt or ^ti\it, or ^ppUd latb 
jin has; her- wantonness to a (Eolt; her goodly proportion and 
/presence, to a ^a^tt; her straightness, to a Jpolt. From these, he 
Idescends to such Ornaments as she usually wore; which (no doubt) 
received more grace from her, than she from them. With a Broch 
jas broad as the Boss of a Buckler, was she adorned ; with shoes or 
jSandals laced : In a word, she was a ^xxvxxofiti & peerless Paragon, 
1^ ^^09^^ ^liP* ^ Bedfellow for any Lord, a Spouse for a good 
nTeoman. All this is so fully, freely, and familiarly exprest by him, 
as it shall need no farther illustration. 

Jgoto sAx, anb jeft 0ir, sio bifel the c&m 
^kat one baj thi0 henb ^khola0 
ell h)ith tht0 gonns toife to rage & pleg^ 
hile that her huBbanb ipaB at ®0enes. 
Opportunity is the Bay or Port of Fancy; many storms and 
billows did this amorous Scholar incessantly suffer; sundry rubs 
and oppositions did he encounter ; before Opportunity wafted him 
< to this long-exx>ected harbour. Jtt ®0eiU5 ; an ancient Abbey, 
y distant scarce half a mile west from Oxjord ; seated in a Yale no less 
fruitful, than delightful, whose very Bels were formerly famous^ in 
our old English Catches. To this (D0ene2t was our Carpenter gone, 
\ leaving his Inmate Astronomer at home, to turn over his Books, and 
try whether the Sign were in ^rie0 or no. Much water goes by . 
the Mill, which the Miller little knows on ; and some Chips must be 
cut by the Scholar, which our Carpenter little wots on. To be 
short| as Fancy cannot endure to be long; Our youthful Boorder 
boords his amorous Hostess, and that so familiarly, as it requires a 
Curtain, for the love of Modesty. Passionate are his Entei^breaths ; 
affectionate his Protests; intimate his Love; desperate his life; 
y if he may not enjoy what he seems only to love, and without which, 
jhe desires not any longer to live. But relentless she seems^ how- 
soever she means. 

1 That on a day thia hend<) Kicholaa (L 86) . 
Fil with this yonge wyf to rago knd pleya 
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12 Tht Miller's Tale. Lina 98-124. 

§ht 0aib, 3E tooU not hxM Vxtt bo tng Uxt, 
WSLhg let bt» uvuolh eht, let be ^uliola«, 
®r 1 tooU cqt xmt, harcoto ano alasio, &c 
True is that ^laxim ; 

Follow Love, and she wiUfly you ; 
Fly your Love, and sli^l come nigh you. 
How far will some young Wenches seem from taking, when they 
aie most takeni What a weak kind of wrestling they will usel 
What an easie resistance they will make I What a pattering with 
their lips, as if they woold cry outt 

But our experienced youths do little fear them. 
For if they cry, they'l cry thai none may hear them. 
But quite another course takes this our ^icholad ; what he can- 
not win by a violent Assault^ he hopes to obtain by an easie Parley : 
Kor is he frustrate of his hopes, having prevail'd as he expected. 

^ht0 Nicholas gan xatxcQ tcft to mt, 

ttib iqxake 00 fair, anb nrofereb her 00 fa0t 
hat 0he her lobe granteb him at la0t.^ 
Thus aigued our Hostess ^Is00n0 good Nature, who would not 
be won by violence, but by a more easie and affectionate temper.! 
She confirms her self his, and swears by §. ^hom. ot $ent (an 1 
usual Oath in those dales) that she will be at his command : Pro- • 
Tided, that Opportunity prevent all occasion of Jealousie, to which 
infectious Jaundise her husband was infinitely subject, 
^as thereof rare ge nat, uvuolb ^irh0la0. 
Alyson*s consent quickens Nicholas conceit : it rests now, that he 
contrive some plot, that he may with more conveniency branch the 
Carpenter^s Pate. She accords to lus device, and gives way to what- 
soever he shall work. This, as it was their first amorous encounter, / 
they express their mutual love in Lip-labour, hopeful promises of a '\ 
succeeding favour : So the Poet observes : 

Who knows not, Lips are gates to those that woo f 
WJiichfreely ope, gi^ant farther entrance too. 
This Curtsie he requites with a pleasant new Tune on his Psaltery. 
Thus cheers she his Lip with her Kiss, he, her Ear with his Melody, 
^han fell it thtt0, that to the pari0h (Sherrh 
(Chri0t0 otott h)ojork0 for to toerrh} 
H![hi0 goob toife toent on an holg dag;' 
^tt f orhebe 0hone, &c. 

1 That she hir 1ot« him graunted atte laste. (1. 1041 
s Than fil it thus that to the parish-chirche (1 121) 

Cristes owne werkes for to wirehe 

This godc wyf went^ on an haliday. 



\ 
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! 

^Here he turns asido from the former suhject he had in hand, and 
enters into another discourse; wherein, he first tels you of our 
Hostess repair to the Church ; but in so trim and neat a dress, as by 
all probability she resorts rather to see and be seen, than hear and 
be taught ; for fashion, than devotion : Afterwards, he descends to 
speak of the beauteous feature, and curious attire of the Parish- 
Clerky AhBoUm, 

fotD 11)^0 ihtxt it the chixck n pamh tltxkt, 
ht tohtf h thnt toa0 rleptb ^b^oiUm,* 
€rxmle to)»0 ht0 httt, &c. . 

In thb description he glanceth at the pride of the Clergy;* 
shewing how vanity began to strut within the Wals of a Tilonastery. 
For if a poor Parish-Clerk must be so curiously dressed, as to have 
his hair curledy and so womanishly disheveled, his eyes so effemin- 
ately pilled, his shooes artificially carved, and in all points so com- 
pletely accoutred; what may we think of those, whose Eevenues 
were greater, places higher, and whose persons, in the eye of the 
world, more popular) Such Poets, these corrupter times require^ to 
tax our Clergy boldly, where such who should be exemplary Prao- 
ticers and Professors of humility, become too much Admirers of 
Apish Formality, and too serious followers of these sl\adows of 
Vanity. 

But such witty Evasions have some of these, as I never see any 
of them, but they put me in mind of the pregnant and present 
Answer of that Sprusado to a Judge in this Kingdom, a rigid Censor 
of mens habits; who seeing a neat Finical Divine come before him 
in a Cloak lined through with Plush, thus encountred him : Sir, You 
never read that Paul ever went in a Plush Cloak. But I read, My 
Lord, said he, tJiai Paul left his Cloak ai Troas, and whether thai 
Cloak was lined through with Plxish, or no, it is more (my word) iluai 
either you or I know. 

For to point at some of these both in Diet and Habit ; in stead 
of Locusts and Wild Honey, they must (good men) content them- 
selves with Lobsters, Crammed Capons, and Coney ; and for Raiments 
of Camels hair. Damask Cassocks down to their heels; and for 
Leathern Girdles about their Loyns, Formal Fashes, or Apostolical, 
Canonical Roses, to enamour their Loves; wMi Downie Cushions for 
their knees, in their rare, short and sweet Orisons to their Lord: 

> Kow was ther of that chirch^ a parish-derk (L 129) 
The which that was y-clcpcd Absolon. 
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14 The MilWs Talc Ziius 139-170. 

But too tedious are 8uch tasks for fat bellies. We will go on wi 

our Tale. 

^merrs thilb ke bm0, 00 (Sob me Babe, 
WitH cottb ke let bloob, ddf, anb 0luU»»^ 
£n ttoentg manner nmb ke trqr & bannee. • 

An excellent description of a Parish Clark; it seems he was t 
jovial boy; and lest his too loose or irregular conversation migfa * 
bring him to a deprivation, and so exclude him from the benefit of 
his Profession, he initiates himself sufficiently in other Trades : He 
can play the Barber-surgeon, in cases of necessity; and keep V 
dancing School to shew feats of his activity; he can play thf 
Musician too, and make Taverns and Tap-houses resound with 
m^ody. 

^ht0 Jlb0aUm, that toa0 }0ljp anb gaie, 

Soeth toitk a Ceneer on a ^nnbate, 

(Utasffxt tke toibe0 jo{ ike )mri0h fa0te 

^nb mang ft label]; look on hem ke ca0i , 

Jlnb namels on tkte ({rarpenttr0 toife. ^^* 

A fit person for such a personal employment: He carries a 
Censer for CujpicTs Altar. Many Objects he eies; sundry amiable 
presentments he views; yet comparing them wiUi this matchless 
Alymm, h6 holds them all inferiour beauties below comparison. 

S^nb ^b0olon kt0 (Seteme kab itake 
^OT ffaramonrB ke tkongkt fot to toake. 
^nb £ortk ke gootk jolls anb amerott0 
^ill ke came t^ tke ({rari^enter0 kon0.* 

Long and tedious had this task been to Ahsolan, had he bestow'd 
it upon his devotion. Love's watchful eyes may be properly com- 
pared to those three Hesperian Sisters; their Portels are never 
closed, but ever vigilant to prevent an intrusive Bival. Now are we 
to suppose him mounting the Carpenter's Wall, where, 'directly 
under the beauteous Alytoria window, who lay closely locked in the 
unweldy arms of her jealous husband : He chants out some amorous 
Boundday, to which he tunes his melodious Gittem. Long had he 

> Wei coade he Uten blood and clipp^ and share. (L 1^0) 
' This Absolon, that jolif was and gay (L 158) 
Gooth with a sencer on the haliday, 

And namely on this Carpentaria wyf, 
' And Absolon his fi;item9 hath y-take, 0* 167) 
For paiumours, he thochte for to wake. 
And forth he gooth, jolif and amorous, 
Til he cam to the cariicntires bona. 
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not warbled in this manner, till the Carpenter awakes out of his 
I^eaden slumber. 

^ht0 (Rtitftxiitx AtDoke, anb hearb htm 0tng, 
Saxi gpake auto ht0 toife, anb 0atb anon 
Slhat Jllg00n, htttB ihon not ^b00!Um. &c 

Hourly fears, daily frights, and incessant cares beget broken 
sleeps, short rests, and disquiet dreams. The Carpenter's head lay 
on so hard a pillow, being, as he thought, stuf t with horn-shavings, 
as his sleeps could not be long. He awakes his Alyson^ who,' 
perhaps, was awake before he caU'd her. 

fxib 0he an0tDjerjeb her hu0banb thetjeimthal, 
e0 (&oh toott Jjohn, £ hert it tbers btU. 

Notably did he express the effects of Fancy, who sung thus ; 

Tli* Effects ofpou^rful hve^ do best appear, 
W^ten passion feeds the Eye, and fits the Ear. 

How our Alyson's affection was seated, or her senses sated, might 
hence be probably gathered : like a second DtUcina, she seeming 
slept) but did not sleep; heard, yet would not hear. A favourable 
Gloss would interpret thus : She was loath to disquiet her diseased 
husband, or put a disgrace on this amorous Clark ; this (as may be ' 
well imagined) begot in her a resolved silence. Nor will Ahsdon, 
though he receive small comfort in his suit, omit the least oppor- 
tunity for Alysoris sake. He wooeth her incessantly, walks all the 
night long constantly, kembs his Locks curiously, price and prayer 
intercede for him powerfully, he vows to become her servant (in 
those daies a rare kind of Complement) he quavers in his musical 
Aires melodiously, he sends her Pyment, Methe, Wafers, and choicest 
Spices, to win her love with presents of delicacy; he shews her 
proofs of his Activity, and in Theatral actions personates Herod in 
his Mt^esly. 

|3tit luhat abatleth him, a0 in tht0 nta0 

Bhe lobtb 00, thi0 htnbe 4^ich0la0 

%hat Jlb0ol0n mas ^^^^ ^^^ $tt£k0 home &c.^ 

All his labour is but in vain ; fruitless are all these tasks; to no 
V purpose his late watchings. These are but as if he striv'd to make 
the JBlackamore white : This our Poet confirms with an usual Proverb 
in those daies. 

> She lovefh so this hende Nicholas, (1. 200) 
That Absolon may blow^ the bukkes bom. ' * 



IG The MUUt^s Talc Lines 205-240. 

<£ttU «0oth i0 thijl |)roberb, it 10 no loe, 
SXtxi sag right tini£^ altDag the night lie 
^aketh the ferre Uafe.^ 

As if he ahoold aay. Daily company passeih holiday love, 
Ahsolon hath too strong a Corrival of Nicticlat^ to prevail in his 
purchase. Long familiarity strengthened with domestick acquaint- 
ance, hath 80 firmly cemented their affections, as all this trim Clark's 
Ehetorlck cannot dissolve it Now is it high time for them to 
address themselves for their project 

Jlnb 00 bifell it on a ^aterhaie 
%hi0 (Sari^enter toao gone to (DBixate.* 

It may seem that he was Carpenter to the Abbey, by his usual 
resort thither: as sundry other Artificers were constantly retaineil, 
and by a yearly Pension tied, to repair any such mines or decaies, 
as casually befdL in the Abbey. 

^hi0 Jlirholao no lenger bumlb tarie, 
$nt boeth full 00ft nnto hi0 chamber mrie 
$oth meat anb brink &c. 

Niehdlus becomes his own Purveior, and has now betaken him- 
self to his Chamber, to devise some plot to deceive the Carpenter, 
and possess him of his dearest Paramour. Private he must be, and 
retired, and as one with an extasie surprized, lie gaping as if he were 
Planet-struck. Directions to this purpose are given to his Alyson^ 
that the Plot may draw on to a fairer conclusion. All Saturday 
NiehoUu mues himself up in his Chamber, where he bestows the day 
in his repast or repose; and so continues on in this. his pleasant 
restraint till Sunday night: Which long restraint of NichoUu Liberty, 
drives our simple Carpenter into a marvellous perplexity. 

^hi0 0elie (Sarpenter hath great merbeile 
®t ^irholao, or tohat thing might him eile, 

fiv^ mitt : S am a brab bg S>. ^homa0 
t 0tonbeth not aright toith jrichola0. 

He is now grown as jealous of Nicholas life, as he T^as before of 

Ills AlysfnCs Love. First, By falling into consideration of Man's 

frailty, he fears that he died suddenly: And this he holds more 

probable, by recalling to mind a Spectacle of Mortality which he had 

lately seen. 

> Men seyn right tiins, * alwey the nye Ayi (L 206) 

Maketh the ferre leve to be looth.' 
' This Carpenter was goon til Oscnay. (L 214). 
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3E 02ilD to bas ft cor0e bom to therthe^ 
^hstt nolo on inonbag la^t S j»tlD him toerche. 
This confirms him in his fear: Longer he Thrill not debate the 
matter ; forth>vith he must be resolv'd what is becoine of NichokUf 
of whose safety he becomes so suspicious. One then must be 
directed, and sent to his Chamber, to see what is acted. 

(So tap (qb ht unto ht0 knnbt) anone 

QTleapt at hie bore, & knock fast toith s etotu.* 

On goes this rude Usher, to observe his Master's command : He 
cries shrilly, knocks stoutly, presseth him to answer boldly; but 
Nicholas, as one taken with a Fit of Astrology, resolves him with 
silence. At last, lest he should leave his Master still in suspence, 
and so procure his displeasure, he seeks about till he finds an hole or 
passage, where a Cat us'd to creep in ; where he pries like a Cat for 
a Mouse. 

^ill at tht.la^t he hab ot htm a 0t9ht 
^hi0 lltfholae Bate ganiug eber iqnrighi 
JI0 he hab fcesfceb on the neto inone.* 

Here plays NichoUis the part of a profound Astronomer; and 
h'as one trick above Ela^ wherein none of all his fellow-consorts or 
Astronomical Professants can ever come near him : For he by help 
of his prospective glass, can distinctly and apparently discover all 
the starry Eegiment quite through the Roof of his Chamber. H0W7 
soever, doubtless he 9ape0 for some preferment^ or else to make an^ 
Asterisme of his mouth, where some Constellation or other may* 
certainly fix. This could not chuse but beget a wonderful amazo- 
ment in this pitiful Spy. 

fibo\mt he goeth, & tolbe hi0 mai0ter 0one 
n tohat arag he 0atD thi0 ]ilkt man. 

This increased the number of his distracted fears, as noiay appear 
by the sequel : for presently upon return of this sad relation, 

^hi0 (Sarpenter to blt00en htm began 
^nb 0atb: noto helj^e ti0 Begnt <^be0l9tbe.^ 

A Saint in those daies usually invoked, when any one was eith^ 
blasted, bewitched, or by a spirit haunted. Divers are his conceipts 
of Nicliolas ; sometimes he thinks that his much study hath made 
him mad ; other sometimes, that he labours of some other Malady, 



' I sangh to-dav a cors y-bom to chirche. (1. 248) 
* Clene at bis dore, or knokke with a stoon. (L 240) 
' As lie had kyked on the newe iiione (1. 259) 
« And seyde, ' help us, seiute Frideswyde ! ' (1. 268) ' 
BRATHWAIT. 
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& that now he is atnick into a dangerous Extasie, which requires 
Boiue present remedy. Amidst these various doubts and distempered 
fears^ far more wisely than could be Avell expected from the conceipt 
of such an Head-piece, he imputes the cause of this distemper to his 
too curious search or enquiry after (jods Secrets. 

S thotmht age toell hoto it 0h0tilb be, 

JEtm diumlhen not fcnoto of (SobB pxittit &c.^ 

This he confirms with a late Accident. 

3^9ht BO Uiit anothtr dttk Intth a0tr0nomB, 

ft toalkeb into tht titltta for to ^rtfi 
fon the sAexrt, to totte tokat dhoulh btfall, 

^tU ht txma in n marlpit fifall.* 
(Wtff;te2{a observes, that man of all other Creatures, hath one 
^oscle to erect his Eye upward, whereas others' are depressed, and 
baled downward ; yet this was not given him to eye that which is 
concealed from him. We are so to admire the Creature, as in it we 
adore the Creator: We are so to bestow the Eye of our outward 
man, as we darken not our inward light : For by fixing our Eyes too 
intentively on Objects of Secrecy, we may justly feiir, lest wo should 
be consumed by the Beams of his Glory. It is a good Lesson which 
that Sage so seriously recommended to his Scholars: Be not tcise 
overmuch ; led ye hecame ignorant in that which you should know 
mod. But little nee<led our Carpenter fear the depth of study in 
his Astronomer. A better course therefore he resolves of; and that 
is to cudgel him out of his humor, and so cure this threatning 
distemper; 

<5tt me a etaffe. 
Madness must be cured by Correction, and spare Diet Spare, 
did the Carpenter think, were NicJiolns^s Commons; albeit, he had 
bettor provision in his Knap-sack, than he knew of. He means 
therefore to correct his humour on the one side with Bombasting, 
a^ the Patient on the other side had practised on himself by Fasting. 

%e ehall out of hie etuhteng, na S geeee, 
Jlnb to the rhamber bore he gan htm bre00e. 
Though NicJfolas might justly commence an action of forcible 
Entry against his unruly Host, where he was Farmer, during the 

1 I thoght^ ay wel how that it sholde he! (I 267) 
Men shold^ nat know^ of goddes privetee. 



* So ferdf another clerk with astromye ; (L 271) 
dked in the feeldes for to prye 
jp-on 
TU ho was in a marlli-pit y-falle. 



He walked in the feeldes for to prve 
Up-on the sterres, what ther sholuf biialle^ 
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Lease of bis Chamber ; seeing bis door raised from the HaspSy his 
deep studies disturbed, bis Astronomical slumber disc^uieted, and all 
things to^isio-turvy turned, yet would not be budge a foot^ but like 
one made up in Wainscot^ 

^ht0 ^ichola0 date ns bHU h» ang 0tone, 
S^xxb tt)tt gnptb tqitoarb into tht tire &a^ 
This troubles John Carpenter more than all the rest ; who verily 
thinks that be is either fallen into despair, and therefore, like a 
discreet Monitor, puts him in remembrance of some devout medita- 
tion, by awaking him from that Lethargy or amazed distraction. Or 
else, that. he is forespoken, or blasted by some ill Spirit^ which 
makes him use bis Charm to cure this mischance. 

S rrouch tht from Jtlbee, & from ibtcfceb totghte; 

^hetjelutth tht night BftU he 0atb anoit riglit0» 

®u font halbtB ot tht hon^e about, 

3^\xt on the breahfolb of the bote totthottt* 
Here be repeats the Night-charm used in those dales, when they 
shut their doors at night, and opened them in the morning : Con- 
firmed by that old Sylvane Charm, 

Fatc9i8 and Fairies keep atcay^ 
Willie we in iJieee Coverts stay; 
Goblins, Elces, of Oberon's Train, 
Never in these Plains remain. 
Till I and my Nymph anoake. 
And do hence our Journey take. 
May the Night-mare never ride us, 
Nor a fright by night betide us: 
So shall Heavens jn'aise sound as dear, 
As the slinll voy^d OJic^edeer. 

Scarcely could Nicholas keep bis countenance, wben be heard 
the Carpenter run so glib with his Spels : But having indentted with 
his Face, not to blush, with his Eye, to look up, and his Tongue^ 
to be mute; with a constant boldness, a fixt amazedness, and a 
resolved silence, be performs his Plot, that at night he may enjoy 
bis Place. 

^nb at the la^t thi0 henbe ^uhola0 

(San for to Bike Boxt, anb Batn ala0, 

Shall all tht0 toorlb be Io0t7 

' This Nicholas sat ay as stilly as stoon, (L 286) 

And ever gajied upward in-to the eir. 
' I crouche thee from eWes and fro wightes I (1. 298) 

Ther-with the niglit-spcl seyd^ he anon-rightca. 

On fonre halves of the hons ahonte. 

And on the threshfold of the dore withoate. 
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NoT7 is Nicholas awak'd ont of hU Trance, and to the Carpenter^s 
great grief, discovers what he has seen in his Astronomical Dreanu 
AVhich, at firsts his Host seems to slight^ wishing him to think 
on <Sjoi. 

^hi0 |ltchola0 an^ibjereh, fetch me hnnke, 

^nh afttr tooll £ sptkt in t^ribtte 

Of tntain thinge, that toncheth the anh mt} 

Thongh Niehola/s Vision was moist, his mouth was dry ; down 
goes the Carpenter to quench the Astronomer's thirst; and now 
reinming with a laige Quart of mighty Ale, that might compare with 
^tingo, for it would tut » <|[enther, they toss'd the Cannikin 
lovingly one to another : Which done, and having set the Carpenter 
by him, Nicholas hegins ; yet hefore he has well entred into his sad 
Story, the door being first shut, he solemnly swears his Host to keep 
eounsel in a secrecy of such high. consequence; for should he dis- 
cover what he imparted, . his light discovery would he throughly 
zeveuged. 

Ilag (Shridt it forbih fxrr his holo blaobe, 
(I2b"th0 thiB selg man, X am no blabbt &c* 

Now he hegins to give hetter ear to this heavy relation; and 
vows to he secret^ upon any condition. 



f 



otD Jfjohn (qb ^tcholae) X tooll not Ige 
kabe sfonnotn in mine Jldtrologse ^c* 



A deep red Touth, and such an one as will not stick to helie his 
knowledge, rather than want Admirers. Amongst those then may 
be he well numhred, who pretend a familiar knowledge to all the 
Houses of Heaven, and yet can scarce pay house-rent for their 
own. See how his Banks overflow ! He discovers the time of this 
dangerous Deluge to a minute. The Bain which fell at NoaJi*s 
Flood, was but an AprU shower to this Inundation: Within one 
hour must the whole World he drowned, only those few saved, which 
by his rare and mysterious Art are preserved. The weakly-credulous 
Carpenter believes him ; having never seen the |polD in the (Elonbjttf, 
or never heard for what ^okcn of Cobcnant it was given» 

' T1ii« NichnlAii answerde, ' Tecchy me drinke ; (L 806) 
And after wol I spek^ in pHvetce 
Of oerteyn thing that tonchctb me k thee.' 

* Nay, Cnst forbed^ it, for his holy blood ! (i- 822) 
Qno«l tho tliiii acly man, ' 1 nam no labbe' (Ellcsmere). 

* 1 have y-foundf in myu antrologyis. (1. 828) 
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^htt0 dhall luaukinb breiuhe, anb leee her lift, 
^hid rar))enter aneUiereb mxb mxb, alH0 ms ibiftl^ 
3^nt Bhall eht breucht? Jllae mine JUgBouit &c 

Tliere is uotliiug perplexeth him so much as the loss of his dear 
Alt/son. Pity it were, thinks he, that so prety a Morsel of flesh 
should go the way of all Fish. So as never till now begins he to 
provide for his own safety. Wife, and Family. 

I» thtrt no rtmtbs in thxa cunat 

As if he should say, Alas, uiy learned Guest NieJioIaSg must we 
be all meat for Haddockst No remedy) no means of safety t 'Las, 
for my self I care not so much ; for I have tiio one foot i' th gnive 
ah'eady ; I am not a man long for this worhl : But that my Alywn^ 
who is in Uie very flower and prime of her time, the very Daisie 
and Honey-suckle of her time, that she should become Provender for 
a Sea-horse, or lodge in the Guts of a Whale, it would make any 
ones heart yern within him, Uiat has any man's blood in him. 
Besides, for her Age, she may have many pretty (£hi))0 when I am 
gone. O then, good Guest NicJiotas^ provide for her safety, if not 
for mine. Who knows not, but if you two can agree, she may be 
meat for you, wlien I am Worms-metit. Tlius might the poor 
Carpenter seem to have expostulated with his learned Astronomer ; 
as one desirous to receive some small comfort from this profound 
Artist, which might minister a remeily in cases of sudi urgent 
necessity : and afford to his Alt/son (whom ho prefernxl before all his 
Family) some promising hopes of safety. 

S0 there no remebgf 
S^^' 5^^' (ttU goob (qb henbe^lilichoUe)* 
Now begins he to lay liis Lime-twigs more cunningly : He gives 
the deluded Carpenter directions how to prevent this imminent 
dimger: He repeats unto him tlie story of NodlCe deliverance. 
Nothing is to be undertaken rashly, without serious advice and 
delibei-ation ; yet in regtird both of the apparency and immincncy of 
tliat danger, he adviseth him to take some s^xiedy course, that tlie 
peril may be seasonably prevented, and their safeties procured. 

^hie aeketh haat, anb of an hadtg thing • 
,^cn maj itot jnreche. ne make tarfiinj;* 

> Thus shal mankynde drench^ and les^ hir lyt' (L 335) 

Thui Carpenter answerd^ ' alias uiy wyf ! ' 
' ' Why yiSy.for god^' quod hende Nicttolaa. 0* 340) 
' Men may uat preclif or inakeu tarying. (L SiSO) 
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Jinmi 90 get 110 fnet into tht0 innt 
Jl kntbing troto, or tlee si lunulin, 
• <^or tch 0f 110. • 

Here must the Carpenter be sent his Errand : He must provide 
Materials for his security. Though every Tub be to stand upon his 
own bottom, every one must not strike on his own Tub. Thus is 
this Carpenter appointed to become Purveyor against this great 
Deluge. And Love makes all tasks light ; for, not the fear of death, 
bat the Love of his dear Alysan, which he preferred before his own 
life, quickens his wind-gall'd feet, to prevent all occasion of fear. 
But this dark and mysterious Artist Nieholaa^ adviseth him withal, 
ihat in no case he discover this secresie, either to his man Robin^ or 
his maid Gitte; for they are barred by name from all hope of safety: 
Neither is it fitting that he should be too inquisitive touching Gods 
privacies, touching the preservation of some, and subversion of 
others. Let it suffice him, that these means are provided for the 
deliverance of himself and his Alyton. 

<5a nolo thj tests. 

The Troughs now are to be provided, and sufficiently victualled, 
with Hatchets to cut them down from the roof where they are to be 
tied, when the Flood hath once entred. A passage too must be 
made for these marvellous Barges through the main Wall into the 
Garden. 

^han 0halt thou aUiim h0 merg S unbertnke 
Jlis botth the tohtte bncfct after her brake. 

A proper and familiar comparison. Two especial inducements 
there were which moved this careful Carpenter to address him to his 
laborious Task : The first was. Security. The Second, Soveraignly. 

Light U tJuU Labour which niay safety hring^ 
In dauht/td acts, feai^s an ingenious thing. 

That the Carpenter likewise aspired to Sovereignty, might be 
probably gathered by that comfortable hope of an universal Monarchy, 
which Nielidlas suggested to h^m. 

Jlnb than toe shall be ^ovht» all onx life 
4S){ all the toxrrlb, a0 toae £Lot anb hie toife.^ 

This sets the Carpenter upon liis Pantofics ; while the Learned 
Clerk Nicholas adviseth him by all means, that when every one is 

^ And than shnl we be lonles al onr Ivf (L 395) 
Of ol tlie world, as Noe and hit wyt 
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to enter into their Roof-trough or Kimelyn, none speak one to 
another, but with a constant and reserved silenee remain as. still as 
the Night Johfi must not speak to his Alyaon, nor Ahjson to her. 
John. Besides, these Kneading Tubs must bo divided bj equal 
distance one from another. Thus is the Plot contrived, and no less 
successefully continued. The Carpenter's Credulity promiseth a fair 
issue to this Torrent of Astronomy. 

^hi0 orbiuaunce i0 estib, go gob the 0peeb, 
%o morob) at night, b)han men ben all a tXvft, 
Into our fcnebing tnbb0 b)oll toe txttf.^ 

Love will creep where it cannot ga Dark and stmight is that 
Crany, through which Love cannot find out a way. By Uiis, you 
may collect, how the Carpenter hath his Commission sealed, his Pas* 
port granted, and all things facilitated for so terrible an Occurreiit. 

^hi0 sets carptnttr goth forth hie toaj 
<Jull ofte he eaib ala0, anb toelabas, 
%xit to hid \xydt ke tolb hie ]rribett, 
^xit 0he toae toart, anb fcneto it bet than he. 

Notwithstanding his great hast, he will take so much time, as to 
impart this Secrecy to his dearest Ahjson ; who, as she was knowii 
to the Plot, conjures him by all those Professions of Love which lie 
had ever vow'd her, to follow the Advice of their Learned Guest : 
She cunningly aggravates all those seeming occasions of Fear, which 
wrought strongly enough already on the Carpeiitei^s Imagination, so 
as it little needed any re-impression. 

^hi0 Btls carpenter beginneth to qnafce, 
^im thinketh berilg that he ntag 0e 
^oee flobbe rome toaltring ae the eee &c* 

Such strange effects works a possessed fear. He considers not 
the improbability of this Eelation, but seemingly apprehends, the 
present approach of this Fanatical Deluge, with all those menacing 
dangers which accompany it: Yet must not tliis fear foroslow, but 
accelerate his dispatch. The three Tubs are provided. Victuals pur- 
veyed, and these necessary Store-houses in the Boof reared. Besides, 
tliat all things might be with more secrecy carried, Robin and Gylle 
are removed, and to London upon a sleeveless Errand directed. 

' ToinorwQ at ni^ht, whan men ben all^ aslepe, (L 407) 

In -to our kneding-tubbea wol we crepe. 
' This sely carpenter begiuueth qnake i (1. 428) 

Hiin tluuketh verraily that be may ae^* 

Noes flood come walwiug aa the see. * 
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\vii^ jon the tnonbs, ibhm it brotD to night, 
)e Bhtttt hi0 boorjt, toithont ninbel \xi\A} 
ixit ire0tb all thing, a0 it Bhonlb bt 
Vnb Bhortlg clombtn np all thre. 

He had purposely fixed sundry Rings or wooden Pins, by wbicb, 
as by stairs or stalks, tbey might climb into their Tubs: Where, 
"with a constant and continued silence, they lay closely immured; 
while the Carpenter lay trembling and shaking, hourly expecting 
this fearful Inundation: £nt Nieholas and Alyeon ever thirsting 
and longing for the Carpenter^s good rest^ that with the active joyes 
of Love they might siaI their Afiection. The Carpenter applies 
himself to his Devotion, as if he and all the world were near their 
dissolution ; But these two amorous souls proy for nothing more, 
than his rest^ and their recreation. 

^he bteb 0lept, tot toer]| bt0in£00t* 
Jel on thi0 cart^tnter, nght a0 X 9e00f 
Jibotd jcnrftlDt time. 

Tlie many employments to which this Carpenter stood engaged, 
had with a various Medley of Cares and Fears so overwearied him, 
that as one now resolved to sleep out that small scantling of time 
"which is left him, about Cock-crow he bids a silent good-night to 
Learned Niehdae^ and Lovely Alyeon. 

Love*B eyes are open, and can take no sleep, 
While aged Eyes ilieir Leaden Slumber keep. 

Which security gives them opportunity ; He snorts not so fast 
in his Tub^ but they hast as &st to leave their Tubs, and go 
to bed. 

tnb l:^oxiXL of the labber than 0talketh <0icola]{,* 
nb JllB0on full 0oftt after 0hje 0pebbe, 
tithont ta)orb0 rao, theg totnt to btbbe. 

As this Feat was by both equally plotted, so are they now in the 
conclusion mutuaUy pleased. The Carpenter's Age enjoyes more 
rest than their youth. Let night's sable Curtain enskreen these 
dark actions. Lust's Palace hath but very few minutes of contenting 

* He shettf his dore with-oute candeMlght, (!• ^48) 
And dressed al thing as it sholde be— 

And shortly, up they clomben tXVi three. 

* The dede sleep, for wery besinesse, (L 467) 
Fil on this carpenter right, aa I gesse, 
Aboute eorfew-tyme. 

* Donn of the laddre stalketh Nicholay, (L 468) 
And Alisonn, ful softf adoon she spedde ; 
'With-outen wordes mo, they goon to beade. 
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solace. They may sate Sense for a time, but never satisfie Reason 
with au inhibited touch. We are now to retire a little from this 
Discourse, and descend to our love-enthralled Ahsolon^ who desires 
nothing morCi and hopes to deserve nothing less, tliau to enjoy fair 
AlyBoris Love : To whom he addresseth his course. 

^hi0 |)ari0h clerke, thie atnaroue ^beolon 
^hat td for lobt alluas tot too begoit 
Stijron the ntotibas toa0 at (Datiuis 
mXVx tompang, him to biapottt anb plag. 

If God have his Church, the Devil will have his Chappel ; yea 
and his Chaplain toa Ahsalon repairs to the Abbey of Osenayf 
where he employs the day, not in Devotion, but in a serious inquisi- 
tion after John the Caipenter, and his beloved Aly^on, Private 
conference he hath with a Cloysterer, in whose relation he conceives 
infinite pleasure. For by his means he receives Intelligence of the 
Carpenter's absence from home: Which opportunity chalkes out a 
seasonable time for Aheolan^s Jubilee. 

<^ome maner romfort shall X habt )ntrfase 

ft^ mouth hath itcheb all thie long baie^ 
hat i0 a 0tgiu of fctBdingt at tht IttsA 
til night vxt mttit At, that X toas at t Utfft 
hertfotje X tDoll go »ltft an hour or ttotB 
^nb al the night then tooll £ toalke anb yleg. 

He conjectures by the itching of his mouth, that he shall be 
graced at least with a Kiss ; which prediction he found most true, 
as you shall read in the Tale hereafter. It is most certain, what the 
Comedian sometimes wittily observed : We dreani by night whai we 
fnost think of by day. This youthful Quirister meditated of nothing 
so much all Uie day long, as of Kissing Comfits, and luscious 
Feastings. And these were the Subjects of his Dreams. In the 
amorous discoursing and discussing whereof, he sets this up for his 
Best: He will go sleep an hour or two, that he may more ably 
turn Night-walker, or more properly, £ave-dropper. For AlyeofCe 
Chamber-window roust be his Keudesvouz; where he resolves to slug 
his Apocryphal Catches. 

> My mouth hath ioched al this longe day; (L 496) 
Al night me mettf eek, I was at a fe8te^^(l. 49S) 
And al the night than wol I wakf aud pleye.* (L 6()0)# 
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Whnn that ihe flret cacke hath croto iinoii^ 
"Qp xifslt thi0 jols lobtr ^b^olon. 

He sleeps not bb business. And to make bimself better accepted, 
at pogitt-bebidje must bis Body be attired ; bis Breatb, to cuie all 
raiikeness, must be witb Cloves, Granatcs, and Lycorice sweetned; 
bis bair daintily trimmed and tressed, under bis Tongue a true-Iobe 
Flower coucbed, to make bis Designs more auspicious, bimself to bis 
Love more gracious. Up to tbe Carpenter's bouse be byetli, wbere 
lie stayetb, and suetb« 

SBhat b0 ge honsrombe, 0b)ttt ^Is^ounf 
Jits fnsvt birbt, mj 0b)ete dinstmome. 

How tbis dapper youtb melts witb Love ! His amorous Oration 
is all Honey and Cyuamon : He cals ber bis Honey-comb, and die 
makes bim ber Coxcomb. Then he descends to speak of tliat 
uncessant anguish of mind that be suffers. Like a Lamb after bis 
Dam go^ be bleating ; like a Turtle for bis Mate waits be mourning : 
as a Maid without meat sits be fasting ; yet for all this, like a Calf 
she discards him. 

(go fro tht toinbob). Jack foaU, she stixt, 
j^0 helpt me gob, ano 0b)ete 0aint Jfamt^ 
£ lobt another, or tls S b)ere to blaitu 
Saell bet than the (bg Je^n) Jlbaolon 
(&o forthe thy biag, or £ tool! cast a etone. 

This sweet Cyuamon Clark is properly rewarded; slie vows to 
atone bim, quite contrary to bis expectance. She prefers the Stars 
before Uie Quire. Her Niclutlas she enwreaths and enjoycs ; metin 
time let tbe poor Qnirister chant bis bumming Catch to tbe Seven 
Stars : Let bim cool bis Toes in Moonshine, while she is rid of him 
she loaths, and enjoys bim she loves. Yet, lest Ahsolon should be 
humbred among tliose weiik wooers, who relinquish their Suit u}K)n 
the first repulse, he rears bis Battery, though with a more casio 
aoUicitancy, than be did at first 

tlae qb Jlbdolon, anb bielatoag 
hat true lobe toae eber 00 nuel bneette 
^han kt00e me, 0in it mag be no bet &c. 

He remembers, it seems, tbe presage of bis itching Iip0; the 
height of bis amorous Ambition is now confin'd to a Kiss. All his 

^ Whan that the firste cok hath erow^, anon (1* 2»01). 

* Go fro the wyndow, Jakke fool, she saytle (I* ^22) 
As help me god it wol nat he com pa me (Rllesmere) 
(As help roe god it wol not be companic) (Harleiau 7331). 
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Night-labour is now brought to Lip-labour. Which Suit our beau- 
teous Alyson, iii meor compassioUi rather than any affection to his 
person, thus answers^ 

SEilt thou thnu go thu bau therU)tth qb Bhef 
Dt certes lemmstu, x|b thie S^hsfolwx, 

Small favours would not be neglected, because they may be 
Introductions to higher Curtsies when occasion is offered. Mean 
time Ahsolon prepares his Cynamon mouth for a tast of an unsavoury 
Curtsie. He takes his corporal Oath of hb constant fidelity, and 
makes AlysorCs |)o0tm0ra'0 the Book he swears by. Whence 
observe, with what intoUerable petulancy she jeers the poor Cloys- 
terer ! All this while, you may imagine, Nicholas slept not ; but 
heard this untoward Dialogue, after his long wished, wciocd, and 
now enjoyed amorous encoun[t]er. To whom she imparts her Plot^ 
which he approves, and she effects. 

^he luinbotD 0he unboth, anh that in kaett^ 
Xabt ha (qb dhe) anb Bntbe the fast . 
%A not xmr netgbourd tnet ts)^. 
%hi0 ^beolmi gan toipe hie mouth full brie. 

A civil preparation for an uncivil salutation. Now at last he 
perceives how something ever hath some favour : but small sweetness 
tasts he in her too low curtsie, under favour. 

Jlbatke he 0tette, anb thought. it toae tiX(d%. 
His Experience had inform'd him sufficiently in the knowledge 
of a Woman's Lip : This had not that smoothness which he expected. 
Yet (quoth he) I may be deceiv'd. Dame Alt/son may have an 
hair-lip, for ought that I know: While he thus expostulated the 
case, 

^e he qb she, anb clapt the toinboto to 

Te Jie^ a word of disgrace, scorn, or contempt : She laughs at 
him after she had galled him : Before she shut the window to, hail 
she shut her back-door too, Ahsolon had received the greater Curtsie, 
and she exprest the more Civility. But being thus, not only rejected, 
but disgraced; 

fbdolon goeth forth a 0015 paa0 
berbe, a berbe» 0aib henoe ^ichola0. 

Nicholas has a fine world on't; his Host is incaged, his Hostess 

> ' Have do/ quod she, 'com of, k speed thee faste, (L 542) 
Lest that oar ueighebores thee espye.' 
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in his aims iuclosed, his Cotrival discarded, aiid new conceits arising, 
other contents hourly devised. 

^kt0 0tb ^b0olon htrbe it tbtqt Me 

fnb mi ni0 Ixflft he gan for angre bite 
xxVio htniBelfe he 0aih, £ dkall the quite 

The Worm will turn again. Poor Ahtulon thus abused, of his 
sleep deprived, casts about in his mind huw he may be revenged. 
He caimot endure to sit down with this wrong : his Fancy is now 
changed into a Frenzy ; his Love to lieveuge. Many had he serv'd, ' 
yet was he never so answered; many had he lov'd, yet never so 
rewarded; many had he kist, yet never any Lip that so relished. 
His Passion in the end works it self into a vertuous compassion. 

Jot he toas he^leb ot hxa malabpe 

full jofte |)anim4)nr0 he gan beue 
nb toet^e m both a ehiloe that 20 sbete,. 

What rare Effects will the apprehension of a conceived disgrace 
produce) First, It dictates of revenge; then it Ixsgets an inbred 
liate to the Object before loved, .and by whom the disgrace was 
occasioned : After all this, it resolves into tears, till opportunity be 
olfered, that the intended revenge may he inflicted. 

t0ofte fnct he toent ober the 0trete 
xdo a 0mtth nun callen ban (Serbe50 &c. 

Abiolan having received such rough entertainment in Venus 
Court, flies for revenge to VvlcaiCs Forge : AXHiere he beats his Brain 
intoUeraUy, about the inauner of his Revenge. Stronger is his 
desire, than his conceit; yet becomes that so quickned by passion, 
as now he assaies to execute, what his doubtful Imagination hath so 
many several waies projected. His Pate is his Anvile, the Forge his 
Study ; so as, I may properly apply those antient Verses, upon this 
occasion, to our Truant Chantery-man. 

Tlud Scholar todl deserves a Widdie^ 
Who makes his Study of a ^mibbie. 

Well; Suppose him now cooling his Toes at the Blacksmith's 
door, as he liad done before to his dainty Paramour. Tims flies 
he for refuge to this |Pcmuian» to be revenged on his ^pemman : 

Tnie it is; 

Wlien Vulcan and the Muses meet^ 
Safely may Mars warm Venus Feet. 

But secure is Oervase of any such Overture. 



The MilU^B Tale. Luue 578-C0& 29 

^t0 JlbeoUm knorktth all tMrnl^ 
Jlnb 0aib ntibo ibttttiM &e. 

He knocks easily, lest he should be disoorered, and oon8eq[aenU7 
his plotted Kevenge defeated; or else, thai he shoold not for a 
Night-walker be pablicklj noted. 
iBhut tDh0 art tkimr 
Smug the Smith, it seems^ was at work ; or else of a light deep. 

3Et ant 3E Jlb^olon. 
This he nttera softly through a Cranny, lest it shonld eome to 
discoveiy. 

SUhat Jlb0alon, 

^ttm gag gcrle job it taiote 

$ath brmtght son thnc. 

It seems this Chanterer was a notable Tarrier; and graierally 
observed for an inordinate walker. Bnt little cares Ahaolon for this 
aspersion: ^r hab more ^etn on his ^istaffe. Hb head was 
otherwise employed;. his Brain otlierwise exercised. Reyenge was 
his dearest Minion, which he preferred before the Embrace of a 
Wanton. 

— i[renb 00 bere 

^iu bote ntltre, in the chsmnes here 

^0 lebe it me. 

The Smith of antient acquaintance, would be loath to deny him 
so ordinary a Curtsie : were it of Gold, or nobles in a Bag, he would 
lend it him : Albeit, he wonders what employment he may haye for 
it at so unseasonable a time ; but he receives it, upon promise to 
return it, with relation next morning how he did employ it 

^nb taught the cnlier bg the eelb 0tele 
j{ttU 0o{te xmt at the bore gan he 0tele.^ 

Now he renews his siege with Fire and Faggot: Up to the 
Carpenter'0 biall he mountcth, and at AIyson*8 window he knocketh. 
She, who lay waking, as one fearful of her own security, or doubtful 
of her Husband's Joalousie, or over-joy*d with Nicholais sweet 
Company, answers him presently, but timerously, as if he were some 
Thief; while he, to free her from that suspition, and make bettw 
. way to his intended revenge, shapes her this Reply. 

S am ihgn ^beolon* ihgn obin berling 

(Df golbe (qb he) £ habe the brought a ring. . 

^ And CAUghto the culter by tho colde stele. (1. 599) 
Ful iioft9 out At the dor^ he gan to stele 
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A modern Poet sometimes Sung: 

Tlier^s nought a young man eon devim. 
Will tempt a Woman more than prize. 

Upon which grounds builds he his project; He tenders her a 
Bing which his own Mother {Erie Mother of Bevenge) bequeathed 
him, and that curiously EDgiaven, and this will he give, so far he 
seems snrpriz'd with love for one poor kiss. Nicholas is risen, and 
lie will have it, and as uncivilly requite him for it For, thought 
ho, shall mine Hostess exceed me in conceit) she put a palpable 
disgrace upon him, and I will do the like. 

Jlni Oft the tDtnbirtD bib he huBtUs &c 
Here our Astronomer lyes his Level, and dischargeth his shot 
with a powder; while our Chanterer is prepared with his red hot 
Cultre. 

Vnb ht YoM rebfi toith hie srim hate 
Vnb £Lichols9 in the aree he smote,^ 

He has got a King with a witness. Lust must ever have a rue 
rub. He who even now, so lasciviously wantonned, and so freely 
tasted delights prohibited ; he who surfetted in pleasures^ and had 
bung up his abused Host for a Scare-crow, see how he is scairified 1 

®t totth the 0kin an honbbrebe about* 
^he hotte mltor brenbe 00 hi0 totttt. 

Here's a Plaister for his pleasure. He that tasts tha Sweet, 
must have the Sowr we'te. He rageth, raveth, and roareth like 
another Oetean Hercules. He can rest in no place, so sharp is his 
Inflammation ; he can repose in no place, so deep is his Incision ; 
80 small is the Solace he now conceives in his Alyson. 

Delpe, toater, toater, for 9obbe0 hett.* 
i:hi0 rarpenter out ot hi0 0lumber 0terte. 

What this deep Soothsayer prediction'd before in jest, he now 
cals loi in earnest Little dream'd he, when he foretold of that 
general inundation, that he should stand in need of some of it to 
cool his inflammation. But no sooner had he sent forth this pittiful 
clamour, than the poor Carpenter, who lay snorting all this while 
in his suspended Trough, and had taken more rest though less 
pleasure, than his Guest, began to rouse himself out of his slumber ; ' 
and fearing the imminency of danger, with his axe he smites the 

' And Nicholai aniiddf the ers he amoot (I* <^24). 

* or cooth the akin an hande-brede aboute (L 625) 

* Help! water I water! help . for goddes herte ! (1. 629). 
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Cord in two, by which his kimelin or Tub was tyed ; that so he 
might by a passage purposely made through his Garden slice the 
depths, and so lanch into the Main Ocean. 

Jlnb betam gireth all. 

Down goes the Carpenter, down goes Tarbooid, Larboord, Sliip, 

Tackling, and all his Provision. 

^^ill he famt io Vxt Cell 

Stpen the flore, nxCt there t, etoonne he litg 
Q]i etcrt than <^U0on aitb ^enb ^icholns.^ 

He never left tumbling till he came to the Cellar floor; and now 
senseless, what with the Fall, and what with fear; he lies in a 
Swoun. This Fall from his Roost, frights them from their Eest 
Tills unexpected accident rouseth and raiseth fair AlyBon and her 
unfortunate NieJiolas ; who (as may be supposed) might walk in his 
Shirty for any rest he could take, since his late Lecture read him on 
his Posteriora's ; yea, and one who stood in more need of a Plaister, 
than any such Panick Distemper. But need makes the old wife 
trot. Some Plot must they devise or other, or they stand disgraced 
for ever. With joynt consent therefore, they raise a clamour in the 
streets, call their Neighbours together, to view this doleful Spectacle 
of a distracted Carpenter : for all must be imputed to his distemper. 

^he neighboar0, both 0mall nnl^ {tete 
In ronne * 

It is the condition of Common people to press into the view 

of such Novels, be they never so disastrous. Yea, we shall observe 

how the most contemptible wretch, who before was never eyed, if he 

chance to be wounded in the Street, with what numbers of vulgar 

Spectators he becomes forthwith enclosed: So attentive be their 

Ears, so intentive their Eyes to become Nuntio's of others miseries. 

Here then you may suppose this Common Rout standing in a Ring 

or Circle, gazing and admiring the unfortunately-deluded Carpenter 

like a blind point in the midst of a Centre, weakly languishing: 

while this rustick and uncivilized fry, ready to hear what Nicholas 

and his Alyaon were as ready to report; gave all attention to the 

sad, but feigned relation of this woful accident No matter, though 

the poor Carpenter interrupt them, his Tale must not so much as 

be heard by them. Their Story was the first, and it must be best 

heard. 

1 Up stort^ hir Alison, aiid Kicholmy (I 638). 

* The neigh^boioii, both^ snialf and gi«te, (1. 640). 
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Wxts tolb ebers nmit, that he teas \ooob^ 
$e kDM ngadt 00 of ^oges floob. 

Alas good^manl what a Solenin disconne thej make of his 
Frcus^i to palliate the laukness of their inordinate Fancy: With 
more than frontless impudence they avouch, Uiat it was the Car- 
penter's distempered conceipt, that hrought himself to this mis- 
fortune. For standing in great fear of a second Noah's Floud, which 
out of his own hrain-sick Phantasie, he had long time conceited, to 
prevent all ensuing danger, he had caused to he provided one 
Kimelyn for himself, and other two for them to hang for Company, 
with all iieoessaiy provision against the violence of such an approach- 
ing Inundation. This were they enforced, for peace sake, to con- 
descend to, heing neither willing to incur his Displeasure, nor cross 
the Fuiy of his incorrigihle humor. This* merry Belation changeth 
the common peoples Admiration into Laughter; they jeer the lame 
Carpenter, and hy their light Credulity vindicate two Wantons from 
dishonour. Though he vow and swear, they have vowed not to 
hear. That Beast of many heads will not credit this Beast of one 
bead. Tliey applaud the Jest, and asperse on him the disgrace. 

Tims was Alyson cheered, NiehoUu cheated, Absolan revenged, 
John the Carpenter gulled, and the Spectators infinitely pleased. 
Kor is it to he douhted, but if this Accident had not hapned, 
Niehdaa or Alyson would have found one trick or other, to have 
deluded the Carpenter, enjoyed their Pleasure, and* evaded Danger. 
And none in my judgment more probable than this ; to wit, that 
when this supposed Deluge had not come according to the time 
limited, NteficHas out of a dissembled Zeal, would have pretended, 
how by the incessancy of his Prayers, Heaven's wrath was appeased, 
their Cataracts stopped, and this universal Overflow till an other 
season stayed. Howsoever, by the sweet Harmony which all this 
Family afterwards enjoyed, as may be charitably supposed, our 
Comment upon this Tale shall be in these Verses finally closed. 

Hie CUmXe dispere'df the Floud or Deluge pad. 

And Ahsolon 0/ wanton become chad, 

John to his Aljaon is reconeiPd, 

Ami Sliee^ perhaps^ hy Nicholas vith dtHdf 

John doth his jealous humor quite disdain. 

What Alice did, she tcHl not do again, 

" Heav'n Smiles, Earth joyes, tchen all things faU amending, 

" And Tragirk Acts have such a Comick eruling. 

> They tolden every man, that he was wood (L 647) 
He was agast so of * Now^Hs flood.' 



The Wife of BcUKs Prolog^ie. Lines I-ll. 







^ Commentary upon Chaucer's 
Prologue to the Wife of Bath's 
Tale. 



^Tfvavxtt. though none authoriiu &c. 

This English Homer, our incomparable Cffuiueer, 
here brings in an aniient Wife of Both, with an Old 
Wives Tale, yet not so old as true, seeing her own 
(Sxftntnu had confirm*d, whatsoever her tongue express*d : wherein 
she draws the first occasion of her discourse, from the griefs which 
accompany a Married life; being either weary of their present 
choice, and consequently affecting change; or being deprived of. 
their choice, brings upon them new discontents, by an untowardly 
change. Then she discourseth of the number of Husbands which 
she had since her Twelve years of Age. Wherein, she presseth an 
Argument against such, as held opinion against Bygamy. 

^hat 0ithen Christ tomt ntbtr bnt jom0^ 
%o iujebbing, in the (Sane of (SalUee &e. 

As if she should say, albeit Christ, who honoured Marriage with 
the very first Miracle that ever he wrought upon Earth, never went 
to any Wedding but once, and that in Cane of Galilee, will you 
hence conclude, that we are never to marry more than once, imd so 
exclude Bigamy t So might you infer (upon like consequence) 
because Christ never scouiged Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple 
but once, nor was tempted in the Desart (for ought we read) but 
once, nor wept over Hieinisalem more than once, that neither sacri- 
legious Symonists are more than once to be scouiged, nor temptation 
more than once to be suffered, nor tears of compassion more than 
once to be tendred. Nay, to refcU this erroneous Opinion, which, 

1 That sith that Crist ne weute nevf r but onis (L 10). 
BRATHWAIT. D 
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even some of the antient Fathera of the primitive Church have with 
too much pertinncy held, this good old wife of Bath hath an 
Argument in store for her own purpose, which she borrows from the 
very Touchstone of Truth, the holy Scripture. 

Jt0tt gob anb mza 



^feikt in xtftdt fd the ^glamnritnn 



Whence she proves, that in those daies there was no such 
restraint, but that it was usual and lawful for any one to marry after, 
the Decease of their Husband: Albeit, we find it commended by 
Apostolical Authority, and recommended to Posterity, That those 
only were to be honoured for Widows, who were Widows indeed. 
True it is, that in this place here alledged by our Wife of Baih^ this 
Samaritan was reproved, not tor that she had married five Hus- 
bands, but for that after their Deaths, she had taken her self to one 
who was not her Husband; with whom, till then, she had lived 
without remorse of Conscience in all Incontinence. Albeit, that 
any one should be restrained to a prescript number either of Wives 
or Husbands, it was yet never heard. Not to insist therefore upon 
the difficulty of the Text, nor to play Schole-Divine, which would 
ill beseem one of her Sex, she makes use of a Text far more easie 
and proper for her purpose. 

Ant iDtll S biott ex)nrt00e toithont lie* 
Sob babbe tt0 for io bicxe anb multiplit 
^hnt gtntiU %txi tM X biell uubjetBtimb &c. 

She could find in her heart to multiply in Husbands as well as 
Children. One of the Ends of Marriage she observes, and this she 
embraceth with so free admittance, as her Age must not deprive her 
of hope to multiply : Husbands therefore she holds necessary Asso- 
ciates in all Ages, as well for Recreation as Procreation ; being for 
their Love to leave whatsoever they most tenderly love. Parental 
Love is excluded, where Wedlock is admitted. Neither Bigamy, 
nor Octogamy (if Wives become their Husbands Survivers) are to be 
questioned. The last is no sooner committed to eart^, than a new 
one is to be sought for on earth. Love and Youth, no nor Age, if it 
have a Colts tooth, can converse with Ghosts and Goblins. This 
she confirms by Instance. 

^ 'Thou hast y-hadfyvchonsbondeV^nod he, (1.17). 
* Bat wel I woot expres, with-oatS lye (L 27). 
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)o he ike tariee king Slaiamon^ 
trotD kab tDibt0 ma tkHti on 
tuottlb (Sob it hfttl tone to me 
be ref redkeb kalf e »o ottt a0 ke. 

She holds it an honour to encrease in this Number; and by 
variety to allay satiety. Whence, she reflects upon her own former 
estate, and highly joys in her interchange of choyce. 

$le00eb be (Sob» £ habe hab ffbe* 

m tohick S kabe ]^keb xmt tkt best 

l^oth jof tkeir netker fxttst, anb eke tkeir Ckesi 

She provides her self of a Husband to fit every sense, that she 
might more sensibly enjoy what she did by all likelihood most 
alFeict. That she might attain the end, she neglects not the means : 
No Procreation without Action. She holds it fit therefore to share 
in his Ability of Person, as well as Fortune. And because Practice 
begets Perfection, she loves ever to be in ure : She finds far more 
Advantage in dispatch, than delay; Her old Husband must no 
sooner be dispatch*d, than a new one must be catch*d : Thus is she 
ever mated and matched. 

®{ fibe kn0banb0 srolgnge am 3E* 
SEelcome tke 0ixte token eber ke 0kaU bs. 

The thought is taken : All flesh is mortal; but of all flesh, she 
would have none more mortal than her husbands. She would ever 
have her aged Husband look like Death's-head ; mean time, her sage 
Admonitions are never wanting, to bid him remember his end. 
Life is but a Trouble; but of all others, she is most troubled with 
his Life. Thus dictates she of her Husband's Pilgrimage; which, 
by how much the shorter, it is for her all the better. A new Change 
is her Royal Exchange : Nor is the Market so scarce, but she hopes 
to fit her turn with a new Choice. Mean time, you may hence 
perceive, that she would have her Husband's Life of any Stuff 
. rather than Perpetuano or SempHeimum. Like a charitable Wife« 
she could wish with all her heart that his Soul were at rest^ while 
she were left to the Cares of the World and the Flesh; for both 
which, she would so seasonably provide, that as Fortune, and her 

* Ix>, her^ the wyne kinx, dmn Salomion ; (1. 85) 

I trow9 lie hadde wyves mo than oon; 

As, wolde god, it lev^fal wer^ to me. 
' Blessed be god that I hav^ wedded fyve. (1. 44) 

Of wjiicli^ I hav9 y-piked oat the beste. 
' Of fy V9 hnsbondcs soolering am I . 

AVelcom^ the sixte, whan that e7§r he shal, (L 45). 
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lute Husband's Providence had suflScicntly famish'd lier for the one, 
so she would take especial care that she were not famish'd in the 
other. This she oonfirms, not only with her own Opinion, hut by 
Apostolical Doctrine. 

lot than the Ji^posttl jmth, that 3E «nt fre^ 
tauebhe t, gobtdhalfe, tohtrt it liketh me Ac. 

This likewise she strengthens, to give freer scope to her own 
Affections, with a fresh current of new Instances. 

SBhat recfceth rat ihongh folke m^ bilhnn 
®{ shretob ^anuth, mt at hie bisamsr %c.< 

Here she makes a Eehearsal of sundry persons (and some of 
them antient holy Patriarchs, as Abraham and Jacob) who had 
divers wives: and in the end, proceeds farther, discoursing of the 
state of Viiginity ; which was recommended by way of Counsel, and 
no express Precept, by the Apostle ; concluding : 

2ge 0aib» thereof precept hab he none* 
iRen mas conneatle a tooman to be one 

fnt conneailing is no commannbement 
e pnt it in ottr oton jnbgement. 

To all which, she addeth this enforcing Season : 

^or hab (Sob rommaunbeb maibenhebe^ 
then hab he bampneb loebbing out of brebe. 

Virginity to have the precedency is admitted, hut not that Wed- 
lock should he rejected. To live a Virgin is an extraordinary gift : 
ThiB^ she acknowledgeth, her weakness could never attain to. The 
use of this Doctrine therefore, she thus applies unto her self : 

^nb for to ben a toife, he sabe me lebe 
®{ inbnlgence, 00 it be not to reprebt* 
^ toebbe me, if that mg make bit 
SBithont extqrtion of bigamie. 

This Doctrine she approves, for it relisheth sweetly to her Palat 
Tea hut hence there ariseth another Objection; It is not good 
to touch a woman. To which she answers; not inordinately or 
licentioQaly : 

* For thmnn$ th' mpoetle teith, that I am free (L 49} 
To weddf, a goda't half, wher it lyketh me. 

* Of threwed Cameth and his bigamve. (L 64). 

* He seyd^ that precept ther-of hadd$ he noon (L 65) 

He putt^ it in our owene jogement. (L 68). 

* For nadde flod comanded mavdenhede. 
Thann^ had he dampned wedding with the dede. 

* Of indulgeuGf ; to it is no repreve (L 84). 
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<£or peril t0» both ffre anb toto to a^^tmblt.^ 
It is good for young Folk to avoid occasion ; for it is that which 
breeds a Contagion. The Fire of Fancy ncods no Oyl to inflame it, 
nor any other Fewel to feed it, than Opportunity, which never 
comes uninvited. True it is (saith she) that many there are who 
can live Maidens all their daies ; and these prefer Chastity before 
any man's Society : And much good may it do them. For my own 
part, I find no such strength in my self; my Frailty requires a 
Fellow-helper. 

Jor toell Tit knotD» n lorhe in hid houdholb 

^ath nat ebero htwd nil of golb* 

§omt ben of ire. 

All be not of one temper in their disposition, though of one 
Mould in respect of their composition. All are not to be Lillies of 
Chastity ; for so in short time should the world become a Desart. 
Vessels there are in one House of different Metals and Tempers ; yet 
those which are of the oontemptiblest substance, are for use and 
service. 

Sirginitt id great perfedion 

Jlnb icontinttice Jtfce. 

Some of our antient Fathers have compared Virginity to Gold, 
Continence to Silver: Both of excellent esteem, albeit the former 
incomparably to be preferred before the later. But all have not the 
gift of Chastity, I mean, of Virgin-purity. Many things are in holj 
Writ unto our Observance offered and recommended, which are not 
expressly observed. Other things there are by express Precept to 
some more especially commended and commanded, whereof others 
may seem to be freed and exempted, at least, not so stroitlj 
injoyned. ' 

dLhxxsU that of perfection id toell* 

abbe txot ebern toight he dhoulb go dell 
U that he hab — — 

He was a young man to whom Christ gave this Command ; one 
neither charged with Family nor Progeny. And in him, directing 
his speech to all such, as were resolved to leave the world, and retire 
from all earthly cares, that they might attain Perfection, by inuring 
themselves in these Tabernacles of Clay, to an Angelical Conver- 

^ For peril it both^ fyr and tow fassemble (1* S^)- 
' He hath nat eueir vessel al of goM. (1. 100). 
' Bat Crist, that of perfeccioan is welle, (1. 107) 
Pad nat every wight he ihold^ go sella. 
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sation. These were with Mary to be speculatively affected ; mean 
time those Martha^ who wete troubled about many things, were 
not for their provident Care in domestick affairs, altogether con* 
demned. Both in their d^rces being respectively approved. 

S tDoU beetotD the flotojer at all mmt agt 
Xn the acttf anb {ntit ot marriage.^ 

She will lose no time. Let others be Saints for her ; she knows 
what she was made for : These Members (saith she) of Generation, 
were not made only for emission and evacuation, but likewise for 
Conception and Procreation ; Nor only for distinction sake, to know 
]!Iale from Female, but that Male should be known by Female. 

SBhs 0hottlb men tUt in her boke^ 0et* 
^hat man dhoulb i^tXh to hie toife her bette 
JlotD toheretoith ehnlb he ^^ag hie pajimentr 
H he ne neeb hie eelg inetmment. 

Husbands are to give their wives due benevolence; but how 
ebould they receive their Benevolence, if they wanted the instru- 
mental means t There was nothing made in vain, much less that 
main and principal Point, without which, to this wanton widow, all 
the world were not worth a Point True it is, and she confesseth 
it, that there have been many Saints, who have led all their lives in 
perfect Chastity ; and she is so far from envying their Virginity, as 
she highly honours their Memory ; yet must they give her leave to 
take another course, for fear she should do worse: Their Actions 
must not be her Example. 

Det hem toith brebe of imre tohete be febbe 
\xit let ne toinee eat barlg brebbe.* 

Viigins are to be fed with Purest Manchet, because their Degree 
is highest; Wives with Barly Bread, because their condition is 
lower; yet so she may enjoy here what she most like, she cares 
not much though her reward be less when the later Harvest comes. 

iaith barla hreb. JRarke tell tan 

<Dttr lerb Jfeen refreeheb mang a man. 

All must not eat pure Manchet; nor all attain a Virgin-state: 
This is her Besolution. 

* In tV actea and in fruit of madaga (1. 114). 

« Why aholde men ellea in hir bokeii sctte, (L 128). 
That man alial yelde to hia wvf liir dette t 
Kow wher-with ahold^ he make his uayement 

* Ut hem he breed of pored whete-ieed, (l 148) ' 
And lat us wyv& hoten barly-breed ; 
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In 0uch H eintt m Sob hath depeb u^ 
1 tooll pcdtber, S nnm not pxuxoxa 
Xn Jkutf ehobe b)oU £ nat mm iuBtntment 
^0 frelg m mg maker hath it Btttt. 

She constantly holds to her old Tenet : She was not made for 
a Maid. What she hath receiv'dy must be as freely us'd. She 
expects both her Mom and Even Benevolence : She hopes to bestead 
her self of such a man, as will out of his Honesty or civil Curtsisy 
pay his Debt Neither will she for her part be altogether unthankful, 
as he wipes off the old Score, he may begin a new. 

^11 httdbaiib tooll S habe I bioll not Iti 
cEhich Bhall be both ms.bettonr anb mg thrall 

tnb habe hie tribnlarion toith all 
pon hi0 fljtdh, tohile that £ am ht0 txAtt 
£ haue the pob)er baring all mg lift 
iSpon hi0 proper bobg, anb nat he, 
Sight thtt0 the apostle tolbe to mt^ 
J^no bab our hnsbonbe for to lone n0 biell 
^U this sentence me liheth eberg bell. 

She means to fit her self of an Husband both for Ability and 
Conformity to please her mind. He must give her due benevolence 
and become enthralled to her service. She expects homage and 
fealty from him, which she means to requite with some tribulation 
upon his Flesh. She will confirm her Affection with fresh remem- 
brances of Correction: Whosoever wears the Doublet, she means 
to wear the Breeches. This braving humor of hers was to life 
described by our modem Poet : 

Greafs her Amhitian^ though her Size he email; 
Give but a Wendi her will, and she hoe all. 

Soverdignty she will have, and such a domineering power over 
his captive body, as the ^lare must prove the better Horse. This 
she makes good not only by her own private Opinion, nor any 
Fabulous Tradition, but (to her own Gloss) Apostolical Doctrine: 
Thus picks she out- the Kernel, take the Shell who list. So as 
methinks she very nearly resembles her humor, who, like a sprightly 
Bride, hearing those words of Matrimony, to ^erbe, (Dbej, Jjpobe 
and 2@ohOttr, so hardly digested them, as she willed the Minister to 
go no farther, till she had considered better of the matter : Whence 
the Poet, in the person of this metall'd Girle ; 

1 Right thus th' apostel told« it uu-to me; (1 160). 



M The Wife of Sath's Ptologue. Linu 163-182. 

Two lasi I like ; to do tJisftreier two 
I shall not have Hie Patience I vow. 

Whilst this joUjr Wife of Both thus descants on her ovm Com- 
mandy intending, as yon have heard, to make her next Husband her 
Slave : 

ap 0iert the $arbontr, anb that nnon 

jRoto hame ob he, bn (Sob anb bg seint Jfjohit 

Se btn a nooU inrtchotir in this cana 

1 tDa0 about to bitbbe a biife, alas 

^hai, dhoulb S bge it on mg flesh so ittt : 

^tt hab £ leber toeb no toift to sere. 

This commanding Dame startles her Hearers; and will cause 
this poor Pardoner answer his Minister, as sometimes a young man 
answer'd upon like occasion : Who, being to stand as Godfather for 
a Child, and to answer for it at the Fount, was asked. Dost thou 
forsake the Devil and all hie Works^ &c. (as is in the words of 
Baptism) answered in behalf of the Child, I forsake (hem all. The 
very same day, this young man was to be married, and being by the 
Minister demanded. Dost tJtou take this Woman to thy married 
Wifef &C. Imagining belike, that he was then answering in the 
person of the Child, to forsake the Devil and all his works, presently 
replied, I forsake them all. While the Pardoner, poor man, stands 
thus perplexed, fearing he need take up no other Cross, than his 
Wife, if his Fortune be to cope with such a Wliipster as this Virago. 

^bibe qb she, mu tale is not begon 

IJlas, thott shalt orinke of another ton &c.^ 

The Pardoner had thought the worst was past; but she had 
another Brewing for him, worse than the first ; and this must have 
a stronger tast of the bitter Hop of Tribulation. Her own Experi- 
ence, as she confesseth, had sufficiently furnished her for matter of 
Discourse upon the troubles and afflictions which accompany Mar- 
riage; nevertheless, for so much as most part of men are more 
induced by Examples than Beasons, she means to enlarge her self in 
that kind. 

lot X shall tell ensamples mo than ten 
Iho so tool not betoare bg other mtxi 

\ him shall other men eorrerteb be 

hese sanu biorbes tpriteth |)tolome 

An excellent Sentence of Ptolomy in his Astrological observa- 
tions; He that will not be warned by others, shal be a warning 
' Nfiyi thoa ahalt driiiken of Another tonne (L 170). 
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unto others. Though others harmes cannot make him beware, the 
harm which he incurrs shall beget in others a more circumspect 
care: his folly shall make others wise, his weakness others more 
wary. 

^ame £ tool trntg s^^* ^^ S^^^ ^^U ^^^^ 

taib tht0 ^arbener, m st btgait 
tl forth B^ttr talt, spare for no mnit 
S^xit tzcht XL0 s<^^^9 ^^^ ^^ S^^^ practike.^ 
This Pardoner being a young man, and desirous to be instructed 
in that Honourable State, to which in short time, he purposeth to 
address himself, craves her Direction, whereto she inclines. 



5g 



(Slablu (qb 0ht) if it mag 54m like 

fiut that £ pras to all this jcompans 
f that 1 Bpeke after nts fantaso 



that 1 Bpeke after nts fanta^s 
^0 taketh not a flrefe- — 

She easily gives way to his request^ provided, that none of all 
her company take distast at ought she shall say; being now to 
speak freely, and after her own Phantasie, purposely to pass time 
away : After which Introduction, she proceeds to this her pleasant 
Eolation. 

fjotD 0ir0, than 0haU X tell forth mji tale 
eber mote 3E brinke hiine or ale . 
0hal 0as 0otlt. ^ho htt0bonb0 that 3E hab 
^hre of hem toere goob, anb ttoo ioere bab.* 

She repeats afresh the number of her Husbands, with their 
Dispositions, yea, and Constitutions too, as appears after : 

^he thre 900b mm toere rirhe anb olbe 
@;nnethe0 might theg the 0tatnte helbe [sie] 
Sn tohick theg toere bonnben nnto me* 
^< b)ot toell tohat X meane of tki0 parbe. 

As if she should say, they were rich in Possessions, but of cold 
Constitutions. Nature was decay'd in them; they could not per- 
form the Dues of Marriage. Their sleeps were too long, and their 

* * Dam^, I woldf prty§ yow, if your wil it were,* (1. 184) 
Sevde this Pardoner, ' as ye bu;aD, 

Teil^ forth your tale, spaieth for no man. 
And tech^ us yonge men of your prdctike. 
' Now sires, now wol 1 tell^ forth my tale. — (L 198) 
As ever mot^ I drinken wyn or ale. 
I shal sey9 sooth, tho hoasbond^ tnat I hadde^ 
As three of hem were god^ k two were badde. 

* The three men wer^ god^ & rich^ k olde; (1. 197) 
Unnethe mighte they the statut holde 

In which that they were boonden nnto mo. 
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Beuevolence too short ; This was her meaning, she needs no clearer 

Exposition. 

JI0 (Sob vxt \it\Tft, S laugh tohan S thtnke^ 
gobi pitottdlB a night S mabt hem to Btoinke 
^ttt bo mg fas, X tolbt of it no 0tore 
thts hab me gtbe her lonbe anb her treaeort &a 

They wanted not their Curtain-Lectures; being far better taught 
than fed. Time was indeed, when she humored their old Chops, 
and used all diligence to win their Love; not a good Morsel, but 
they had their part ; but this was before they parted Stakes. The 
world is altered from what it was : They have now infeoffed her in 
the whole. All their Lands and Hereditaments, Estates Eeal and 
Personal, were post to her and hers for ever; insomuch, as should 
they have arrived to the Happiness to have survived her, they could 
hardly recover their Thirds. Now she holds it lost Libour to strive 
to please, where no Profit can arise. 

SBhat, dhottlb S take kepe hem for to pleaee:* 

fut if it toert mg proffte anb mgn tn^t 
0et hem 00 a toorke bg mg fate 
^hat mang a night ihes 0ongen toel abiaie. 

They never laugh't till their hearts ak'd before they were 
married. She sets them their Task, and every night they were to 
render an Account. Before tliis their unhappy Marriage, they might 
sing Care aioay ; Now must they change the Burden of their Song 
to Well away; for well it cannot be with them before their 
dying-day. 

W\t bacon ioa0 not ftt for hem 3E trotoe 
^hat iiovxt nun kane in (S00ex at ^onmotoe. 

The old Proverb was this: 

He thai is not with Penitence taken 
For tliai he married not hrfore^ or married now. 
May challenge a FlitcJi of Essex Bacon, 
And carve his Morsel in the Cow o/Donmow. 

But these poor Snakes of hers were far from challenging any 
property in either. For their ^Lirriage had brought out no good 
effect in them, but only Bepentance. Bough were her Salutes, Bare 
her Commons, cold her Comforts. So far were they from Command, 
as their Lives were a continued slavery. 

' As he1|) me god, I lauche whan I thinke (L 201).' 

How pitously a-night 1 made hem swiiike 
3 What ttholdf I takon hed« hem for to plcM ; (L 218). 
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3E gobtnu) hem so toell after tng latoe 
^hat tche ot them full bliBfnl toae an) fatoe 
^0 bring me gag things txo the fagre 
^hes toere fttll tain bman 3E ^pafce hem faire.^ 

Fair words make Fools fain. It is true what the Poet some- 
times sung: 

With Price or Prayer the hardest heart is toon^ 
Which Age must do, when nought else can be dime. 

These aged and decrepit Husbands of hers, must supply their 
want of due benevolence with bounty and benificence. One comfort- 
able smile, or amorous look, are the readiest Keys to unlock these 
old mens Chests. To the Fayr they go, or rather creep; but of 
necessity they must go whom the Devil drives. Where their only 
business is to curry Favour with a commanding Dame, by purchace 
of a Fayring. Other means they want to purchase their Peace; 
they purpose therefore to buy it at any Price. Content is worth a 
Crown ; and it must cost them a Crown, but they will procure one 
minute of Content : And that's the longest Lease tliey can possibly 
expect 

h taiiee totbes that tan nn]ber0t0nbe 

Ihtt9 shulb B^ 0^eke, anb bete hem on honbe 

Jfor halfe da bolblg there cm no man 

^\x>ttt anb lue, a0 a tooman ean.' 

An excellent Commendation for her own Sex! And confirmed 
by a Tragick Poetess of our own, in these words : 

Wof}ien are least of Goods, the worst Of Evils, ' 

Their best are worse than men, ih^r worst than DevHs. 

Truth is, they may make bold with themselves; albeit^ no 
modest nor gentile Spirit, (unless they sweat in Swetnam^s Sur^ 
quedry) can find in their heart to throw such Aspersions on them. 
But omitting this, you shall here perceive that this wife of Bath, out 
of her grounded Experience, like a judicious Schole-Mistress to all 
young married wives, begins her Lecture ; where she informs them 
how to demean themselves in their several places. Free and friendly 
is her Advice, accept it who list; thus she proceeds. 

^ To brings me gaye thinges fro the fayre, (L 221j 
They were ful gud whan I spak to hem fayre ; 

^ Thus shul ye spek^ and ber^ hem wrong on honde ; (L 226) 
For half so boldely can ther no man 
Swer^ & lyen as a womman can. 
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3i ^Bt toife 0haU if that 0he cun her foobt^ 

fttt him in honie the cottfe i0 tooobt 
nt take toitnt00e of her o\iimt masie 
®{ htr assent: 

A twofold Exposition may be drawn from these Lines* Firsts 
If the good-wife desire to put Money in her Purser she will pretend, 
for want of Grain, or some other vendible Commodity, that her Cow 
is run mad, and that she hath sold her to the Butcher for little or 
nothing, purposely to prevent danger; mean time she converts the 
benefit of this pretended Bai^ain to her self, and so cheats her 
Husband. Or else thus; She hath appointed a meeting with a 
private Friend, to whom she can well spare a Morsel, when her 
Husband sees not; And the place of this meeting is the Byer, or 
Avhere her Kine lie; where to prevent her Husband's Ee^tair, and 
free their amorous Embraces from all suspicious Fear, she feigns her 
Cow to l)e wood, wliich she makes good by her Maid's Assent, who 
is ready 4B justifie her Dames S^Ksech : She wills him therefore to be 
wary that he come not there, lest he receive some hurt Which 
Fetch is i^ much unlike that of licrs, who desirous to do a 
Courtesie to a Friend, but out of all hope to get opportunity for 
effecting what she did so much desire ; at last she remembrod, how 
there was nothing in the world more terrible to her Husband, than a 
Bear; by which means she fitted her self of what she most lov'd, 
by affrighting him with what he most fear'd. This trick therefore 
she plays him, with consent of her Sweet-heart, whom she preferr'd 
before him. She contracts with her Friend to cover his Servant in 
a Bear's Skin, and tie him near to that private place where they 
had appointed, and which the poor Wittal himself no less suspected. 
Up he mounts, but as quickly descends; for the terrible sight of 
this counterfeit Bear drove from his memory the conceit of all other 
Fear, which the Epigrammatist no less pleasantly weaves up, in 
tills manner. 

A icily Wench there toae (as I have read) 
Who lu^d to (STaprirom her HusbantCs head; 
WhieJi he suspecting^ lay in private wait^ 
To catch the Knave^ and keep his Wife more strait 
But all in vain ; they day by day did mate it^ 
Yet could his four Eyes never take them at it. 
This subtil Wench perceiving hoto they should 
At lad prevented be^ do all they could: 

> A WYH wyf, if that she can hir good (1* 231) 
Shaf beren him on hond the Cow it wood 
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Far nots £taltan-Zt%e, Tier Husband ffreto 
Horn-mad f I wis^ and hept her in a if etc; 
Invented a Trick, which to accomplish better, 
Vnto her Friend she closdy sent a Letter, 
And thus it teas ; Friend, you sliall ktiow by me 
My Husband keeps me far inore narrotdy 
Tlian he teas toont ; so as to tell you true, . 
You cannot come to me, nor I to yoti. 
Yet spite of his Eyes, and as many more. 
Wee* I use those Pleasures tvhich we u^d before : 
Only be vnse, and second what J tsish; 
Which to express (my Friend) know this it is; 
My Husband, as lie hates the ^ont to wear. 
Of all the Badges forth, so fears he th' |pt«r. 
More than all other Beasts which dofreqtierU 
The HeaUiy ^ettsXa^ spatiotis Continent 
If thou tcilt right me then, and pepper him. 
Coiner thy Servant in a false Beat's Skin,^ 
And come to tnorrotc as thou us*d i^ore. 
Tying thy Sertxmi to my Chamber door. 
After this quaint Direction he attired 
His man in Bear-Mn, as she had desired.' 
Entring Hie Chamber, he receit}ed is 
With many a Stnile, Backfal, and sweetned Kiss. 
For they're secure of all that was before, 
Hatnng a gttix, thai kept the jBnttt from ^ott. 
The Wittal Fool no sooner Jnckling had,-. 
Then up tJie Stairs he ran as he toere mad: 
Btd seeing none but tK ^tsx to entertain him. 
Of Hams he never after did complain him. 

I have here set down this Conceit to the full, hecanse it hath 
such near resemhlance to this part of Chaucef^s Tale : Wherein we 
proceed. 

fittt htrkneth hoto I M^it. 

^it olb ^fsnarbe, i^ tht^ thgn antg^ 
Ihs 10 mint neighbmird toife bo gag? 

The first instruction she gave young Wifes, was how to Gull 
their Uushands, and how they were to cram their Purses with 
nimhle cheats, or enjoy an amorous choice. Now like a domineering 
House-wife, she tells them, how they must twit their Husbands, if 
their Neighbours Wives goe trimmer or neater than they. As if 
she should say, What Sir Raynard, ye fox-skin'd Chuffe^ must I 
come behind such a Gossip for fashion t Must I Snayl-like, keep 

* ' Sir olde kaynard, is this thyn amy t (L 285). 
Why is my ueigheboiifa wyf so gay T 
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still under roof, while thou goes a Hanging to thy Neighbour's house, 
and neighs after thy Neighbour's Wife! You Sir, may whisper 
a wanton Tale in the ear of such a Maid, and you must not be 
reproved t Nay Sir Lecher ^ you must be in all your amorous actions 
approved t Mean time, if I have a Gossip or a Friend, without 
conceit of ill, I must be chid, while you, Sir, come reeling home, 
upbraiding me, that I play wanton in such an house, or dishonour 
you in such a place. Every Ale-bench must be the Stage where you 
act my disgrace : where sometimes, you revile me, for my poverty ; 
or else disparage me for my Parentage ; or if my descent be above 
yours, you tax me of pride, and tell me, high blood ever sparkles for 
good Cloaihes. Sometimes my mirth mads you, otherwhiles my 
melancholy distracts you. If I be fair, my fort is half wonne, my 
chastity cannot hold out long; every opportunity tempts me, every 
light Assailant taints me. Some, you say, chuse us for Portion, 
others for Proportion ; some for Beauty and outward Feature, others 
for Breeding and Behaviour ; some for Affability, others for Agility ; 
some for pure and dainty hands, others for small enazur'd Arms; 
All which, you say, are Lures to Lust, and keep the High-Boad to 
the Devil's Court. Again, if I be foul, why then I turn common 
Haxter; I will never want for Trading : As fair Forts are won by 
long Siege; so we that are foul, will rather lay siege unto others, 
than not be won. Spaniels are not more fawning, than we are 
fancying. He were a mean Personage we could not affect, and this 
were our comfort, ** She is a black Crab that can find no Mate : 
Though our choice be not so worthy, we shall find one Gander-goose 
or other to fit our Fancy. 

^htt0 0ai0t thou lortl, taihan thou iotsA to htt^ 
^hat no toxat man lubetk for to taieb. 

A strange kind of Even-song ; when the day is spent in ranging, 
and the Evening in railing. Doest thou think. Lord, that to go to 
heaven by a Wife, is to go by Bow and not by String! Well Sir, 
I hope to see you go by the String, and then your way will be 
readier. You say, a dropping, smoaky house and a chiding wife 
will cause a man fly out of his house. ^Vhat will a dropping Nose 
do, you Ice-Ickle you t You say, Wives have the Trick to dissemble 
and shroud their Vices, yea, and colour them too with fair Pretences, 
as if they were special Vertues; But Wood that shines most, is 

^ . . . whan thow goost to bedde ; (L 278) 
And that no wys man nedeth for to wedds. 
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most commonly least soand: We can find time to fit yon with a 
Feny-worihy and make your Ears look through your Nightcap, after 
the new Fashion: And what of all this! We leave (I hope) 
sufficient for your queasie Stomachs, when all this is done. Again, 
like a Proverhial old Dottrel, you say, that not only for Oxen, Asses, 
Horses, and Hounds, but even Basons, Layers, Spoons, Stools, Fots^ 
& other Vessels, men use to try them, before they buy them; 
whereas. Wives must not be tryed, till they cannot deny it; being 
to be wedded before they be Bedded. Heyday ! is your Spirit so 
Coltish t It seems, if your Judgment might pass, or stand for a 
Decree, you would try before you married, and so take occasion to 
repent before you needed. Neither will these untowardly humors 
content you, but they must yet run on worser Extreams. Your 
Doltship will not stick to say, how nothing displeaseth me more^ 
than^not to hear my Beauty praised, my less than ordinary parts 
admired ; Nay, I am discontent forsooth, when you look not Babies 
in mine Eyes, and fame my Beauty in every place; Agun, if you 
make not a solemn Feast on my Birthday, with preparation of 
Luscious Fare for your Guests, of Sumptuous AtUre for my self, a 
free and friendly Welcom to all, especially to my Nurse, whom you 
must that day highly honour, and the Cnsp-hair'd Wag that attends 
me in my Chamber, with all my Fathers Folk and his Allies, you 
are out of my Books for ever. 

^hu0 0ai0t thou olt barel full ot lit».^ 
^nt 5tt ot our pttnttBt Jfenkin 

for hte cttBf httx, ehining as qoU^ tnt 

Vnb for he ^quiretk me both xif atxb boune 

pa0t thou taught a fabe 0U0pettioitn 

' toall him nat 

Thus Sir, you use the Liberty of your lavish Tongue; yea, my 

poor prentice Jenkin cannot be free from your Jealousie and Suspi* 

tion. If I at any time use him for the Squire of my Body, or to 

Usher me in the streets : Your yellow humour interprets this to be 

too much familiarity, and that Jenkin must become Father of your 

Progeny. No Sir, you shall know that I am not brought to that 

low sail, but if you should dye to morrow, I could make choice of a 

statelier Minion than Jenkin. But to let this pass, how is it, you 

^ Thus seistow, olde barel ftil of lyetl (L 802) 
And yet of our apprentice Janekyn 
For his crisp heer, shininge u gold so fyn 

Yet hastow caught a f^ls sntpedoui; 
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old musty Dotard, that with a sorrow you hide the keys of your 
Chests from me ; have I not a property in your goods aswel as you t 
Do you mean to make an Ideot of me t 

^hott 0haU nat both though thou luere luoob^ 
Ipe maister ot mg bobg ano ot mg goob 

How is it Sir, that you sometimes promised with your body to 
honour me, and with all your worldly goods to endow me, and that 
now with the first you dishonour me, and for the later (like a Devil 
in the Vault) you lock them from me t I think Sir, if it were in 
your power, you would lock me up in your Chest too, but that's 
above your cunning. Had you but so much wit in your Sage 
Sconce, you would rather in this sort demean your self towards me, 
" Good wife, go where you list ; disport your self where you please, 
"mine ear is open to no Tales; my knowledge hath given me that 
''approvement of you, as I cannot suspect you. For I must tell 
you, we women cannot endure that any one should question us 
where we live, or whom we love; where we gad, or when we 
Gossip. Of all men blest be that saying of the wise Astrologer 
PtoUmiy^ who drew this conclusion from the Depth of his Phi- 
losophy. 

®f all xavx hi0 toi^thome 10 the btBt* 

^hat rjtcketh wA toho hath tht toirrlb in h^nb. 

His condition is the happiest^ who for Affairs of this world is 
indifferentest This Sentence here this Goodwife useth; purposely 
to withdraw her Husband from intermedling in his own Estate, and 
absolutely to invest her self in it. As if she should say. You Sir, 
that have the one Foot in the Grave already, how is it that you 
incumber your mind so much with things transitory! you have 
enough for your time ; sliake hands with the world, seeing the world 
liath now shaken hands with you. Leave the care of these Busi- 
nesses to me. Neither, do I only speak this in behalf of your 
temporal Estate, but in delights of your Bed. What if another 
take a Shive of your cut Loaf; must this trouble yout Doubt not. 
Good man, but you shall have enough left to serve your turn. He 
is too too envious, that cannot endure another should light his 
Candle at his Lanthom. This neither lessens your light, nor the 
other weakens your delight 

> Thou shalt nat botli)$, thogh that thoa were wood (I 818} 
' ' Of alle men hia wisdom is the hyeste. (1. 826) 
That rekketh nover who hath the world in ho^de I ' 
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^hott daiedt alea, thstt it toe make tt0 q^s^ 
SBtth clothes, or totth trteciotttf arms 
^hat it 10 jrtnl at cur chadtite &c, 

Besides, all this, you say Sir, if we go gay, we must needs be 
gamesom. We cannot be neat, but we do it to get a new Mate : 
And this you strengthen with an Apostolical Exhortation, " ilrray 
yotir selves in comely Apparel^ toith SJianiqfastness and Modesty, 
not toith broided hair, or Gold, or Pearls^ or costly Apparel i hut as 
becometh toonien that pro/ess tlie fear of God. It seems, you aie an 
excellent Text-man for your own purpose. But I must not grow 
out of Love with my self, for your Censure. I mean not to be 
taught by your Text ; nor to make your Rubrick' my Rule, 

S nill not toorch ae mcch m a (Snatte* 
^hott 0aie0t al00» 3E toa0 like a CTatte. 

Comly Comparisons ! Ton say a sleek-skinn'd Cat will ever go 
a Caterwawing ; she cannot abide keeping at home. No more will I 
(for so you apply it) I must needs be shewing my gay Cloaths, 
there is no remedy; for Pride cannot endure to attend a Family. 

§ir olb f00le. tohat hel)rtih thee to «|mn' 

<|[or though thou t^lag Jlrgus loith hie kunbreb igen &e. 

Never play the Fool thus, to think that your Jealousie can 
prevent Opportunity. 

No Jealousie can ever thai prevent. 
Where as two parties once be full content. 

For had you as many eyes as ArisUn's Son, the hundred-eyed 
ArguSf I should find one Trick or other to gull you, and distinguish 
your Coat by an invisible Crest ._ 

^hmt 0aie0t eke, that beit things three* 
^he tohich troubleth all this seartk. 

Wine is furious, an £ave-dropper dangerous ; but a Woman, you 
say, of all others most malicious. Tea, you have other Proverbial 
Resemblances, which, at first sight, are like your wise Parables; 
wherein you compare a Woman's Love to Hell, ever raging; to 
barren Land, no good bearing, without water, thirsty and seering ; 

^ Thoa seyst also, that if we mak^ as gay (L 887) 

With clothiDg and with precious array. 
3 I wol nat wirche as inucnel as a gnat. (L 847). 
* Sire olde fool, what eyleth thee to spyen I (L 857) 

Thogh thou prcy^ Argus, with his hnndred jin. 
^ Thou se^dcst eek, that ther ben thinges three, (1. 862) 

The whiche thinges troublen al this erthe. 
BRATHWAIT. B 
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to Wild-Fire, ever burning, and desiring to consume whatsoever is 
combustible, or apt for kindling: You say likewise, as Trees are 
decayed by Worms, so are Husbands by their Wives. But truth is, 
if we trouble you at Board, such feeble Lorels as you, trouble us as 
little in Bed. , 

forbinge, right thn0 ^0 ut hane unbtreton)^ 
are I dttSly mine olh nusbanb on hon^.-" 

Oft-times would I twit them with these and such like Spoeehs, 
which (as I pretended) were usually bolted forth by them, when 
they were drunk ; and two Witnesses had I in readiness to justifie 
their Abuse, my jolly Jenkin, and my Neece. Oh how I could set 
my Countenance to frown and lowr, and sell store of Powts for 
nothing ! I was never in my right home, but when I was put of 
Tune ; I could whine, and plain, when I felt but little Fain. Mean 
time, he that came first to Mill, had his Com first ground. I made 
no Bones of chusing a dainty Morsel for my own Tooth: Yet all 
this while, I lay all tlio blame on them: They were in the faulty 
though I reapt the Fruit - 

®f Inenchee Inoulb I bete hem on honh 

SEhen that fox sick, unnethee might theg 0tonb.' 

I charg'd them with Wenching, when God knows, they stood in 
greater need of a Cawdle. Yet it delighted these old Chrones to bo 
so thought of: They desired rather to be tax'd of Luxury, than 
Disability. And to [so 1] to sharpen their Appetite, I told them, that 
so jealous a conceit I had of them, as my walking forth a nights 
was for no other end, than to take them napping with their dainty 
Doxies. Under which colour and pretence, I took my Range, and 
freely consorted with those I lov'd best. I had a Friend in a 
Corner to cool my Choler, and cure my Distemper. Beer Suppers 
were my Solace : I suited my youthful Fancy to jovial Company : 
And Company causeth somewhat 

gisceit, teething, d]>inning, (Soh h«th gibe 
s3E0 toomen, kinhln tohile that thes libe.' 

To have Deceit in our Waies, Tears in our Eyes, and the Spindle 
in our hands, is an Instinct given us by Nature. By which subtil 

1 Read 'nnderstonde.' (1. 879). 

Bar I stifly myne old^ honsbond^ on honde. 
' Of wenches wolde I beren him on honde (1. 898) 

Whan that for syk unnethes miffhte he stonde. 
» Deceite, fte. 

To womnion kindely whyl they may live. (1. 402). 
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means, I ever had the better of them, and gave them the Foyl at 
their own Weapon. Continually was I murmuring and repining, 
I was a Chafing Dish at their Board, and Wormwood in their Bed. 
I cau8*d them bite oth' Bridle, while I was ever chawing some 
good Bit 

£ Inoulb n0 Icnger in the be) abiie 
(it I felt hi0 arme oiur mg 0ibe)* 
^ill he hah mahc hie raueome unta me 
^han tDonib 3E duffer him to ho his meeie.' 

I must tell you, I was a coy Dame, and stood on my Fantofles. 
I could not brook that his dry and seer Arms should embrace my 
Wast Had his Body indeed been as strong as his Breath, I could 
have lik'd him better; but the weakness of tlie one gave an Earthy 
strength to the other. Turn to him I would not under a couple of 
Capons ; He must purchase my Love, or farewel Frost 

^nh therefore euerg man thie tale 3E tell 
SBiue ta)ho00 man, all bene for t^ 0el 
Saith tmft^ honh0 

I am nothing nice in the Discovery of my own Device; make 
use of it who wilL Here is tlie Fair, buy who list: they may 
furnish themselves for nothing. Sometimes I would not stick to 
put on a smooth Brow, and feign a kind of Fending, with a strong • 
desire of seeming to accept what was privately tendered by him. 

tub make me than' a faineh npfttUt 
nh set in |pacon hah 3E nener belite. 

Yet all this was but a seeming Appetite ; Such course Meat was 
not for my dainty Stomach. All this, and more did 1 for mine own 
ends. Which I had no sooner obtained, than I put on mine old 
Countenance. Little Quiet could he have either in his Eepast, or 
Eepose, at Bed, or at Board. Tea, so strong was my Spleen^ so 
violent my Hate, as had the Pope's Holiness been present^ I am 
persuaded I should have shewn small Reverence to his Pontifical 
Presence. Out might my Passion have issued, and shewn her 
Impatience. Neither do I remember that he ever gave me one word, 
but I gave him two for't Tea, should I now make my last Will 
and Testament, and discover to the world all our Bickerings^ and 
unsavoury Parlies ; I would take my Book-Oath that I am nought 

s Ifthatlfelte,&e. (L410> 

s Than wold^ I suflr^ bun do, &e. (I 412). 

» Omit 'than.' 
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behind with him, but have fitted him to the fnlL And this was the 
direct way to purchase my Peace, otherwise had we been at Debate 
for ever, 

for though ht Loktb as taioht as a lioti^ 
et dhottlo he fatU of hi0 jcondu^ton &c. 

Thus could I yye in colours to delude his Nature, and fit my 
Disposition to oppose his Humor. If he playd the Lamb^ I could 
play the Lion ; if he the lion, I the Lamb. 

^han luoulh 3E ba% goob left take kept 

^ota) ntekely loketh toUkin jsur sAuft* 

Cum xitxt ma spouse, 

What a Kaeket my pretty Pigsnie keeps t Let me kiss thy 
tother Cheek, my lovely Honey-suckle. Can you that have preach'd 
80 long of JoV$ Patience, retain so long in your heart any Malice t 
Te men, as you are stronger by nature, so should you be discreeter, 
and of stayeder temper. Wliat man, are you jealous of me thai you 
do not only enjoy me I What, would you have my best Commodity 
to your self! Why, take it to you, and much good may it do you. 
I know you for a notable Soaker; you cannot endure a Sharer: 
Well, go to ; you shall have it to you, and your sole use for ever. 
For know, my best Spouse, if I would set my Jewel at sale ; I could 
go in more gaie and fresh Arraie than I do now: but the honest 
Continence of my Desire makes me walk in homelie Attire. Good 
sooth, you are much to be blam'd; I have no Toy, but for your 
Tooth. My own Breast knows best whether I love any other; For. 
if \ did, your quick £ie would soon discover it 

Switch maner taiorbe hab toe on honi 

^ota) tojiU S uptake of ms fourth huebonb.' 

Thus far has our Wife of Bath discours'd of the Natures, 
Humors, and Features of her threiB first Husbands: Wlierein she 
hath exprest to life how harshlie Youth and Age are suited ; with 
especial Directions how the Distastes of a loathed Bed may be 
allaied; how Youthful Delights may be wisely carried; and the 
waiwardness of Age better tempered. 

ts fourth huebanb toae a rebtlour* 
Ihi0 10 to 0as, he hab a paranumr. 

' For thogh he loked as a wood leoun (1. 429). 
^ How mekcly lokeUi wilkin oure sheep. (1. 482). 
' Swich^ maucr wordiifl hadde we on honde (]. 461) 

Now wol I siicken of my fourth^ hooahonde. 
^ yiy fouiihf noosbonde was a revvlour (1* ^&^). 
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She is now fitted in her kind ; what she feigned to be in her 
three Husbands before, she finds really lov'd by her fourth : Neither 
will she abate him a hair, and she gives the Reason. 

— 3E toa0 s^^ '^'^ i^ ^i mgerit 
Stubborn anb dtrong, atxb jolg ae a ^ie. 

She was but in the Flower of her Youth, albeit^ she hod dis- 
patch'd three Husbands ; full of Metal and Agilitie ; of a stubborn 
and strong Will, for it had nerer been deni'd her; of a pliant and 
nimble Body ; and this had such found who had tri'd her : One as 
right as my Leg, and seemingly^ of that wanton Wenches hiunor, * 
who could not endure to have this word, Notmihstanding^ mentioned 
in her Jointure, but lik'd well of tliis Clause, Provided alwaies; 
which if he were not, another should. That her Education or 
Breeding was good, may appear by those singular Qualitres which 
she privately both professed and practised* She could dance neatiy» 
and sing to the Harp sweetly, if she had but liberally tasted of the 
sweet Grape: Which, it appears, she dearly loved, by her free 
Keproof towards one, by whom his Wife was not only from drinking 
Wine restrained, but being taken at it^ was of Life deprived. 

£lttttllvLB, i\u fonlt chuvU the 0lntiu 

^Shat hiith a 0taffe btraff ht0 taiife her life 

£at sht bronkt tantu: though 3E hajb^ be ht0 totfe &a 

This is meant of that temperate Romany MeteUus, who, albeit he 
fell into this violent Extream, upon the finding of his wife dis- 
tempered with Wine (which Vice, by the Testimonie both of 
Plutareh and Macrohiti8f was h^d among the Bomans to be more 
punishable in Women, than Adulterie) was highly renowned for a 
Noble and Victorious Souldier, having highly improved his Fame to 
his Countries succeeding Honour. But had this Good-wife of BtUh 
been Metdlm his Wife, she vows she would have plfd the Pitcher 
in spite of all his Valour: and had a little touch of Venus Game 
too, after her Blood were inflamed with the Spirit of Liquor. 

or aleo 0eker, a0 rolh engenbretb haile 
Itr0ru0 mouth mu0t habe a Ucheratt0 tatle. 

This her own Experience had taught her, which she patcheth up 
with a shread of her Philosophy, to strengthen it the better. Wine, 
indeed, affords Fewel for Lust The understanding part being 
darkned and drowned, the Sensitive part becomes domineering, by 
subjecting Itcas<»i to blind Affection. She finds poor Defence for 
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her Honour, who depriyes her self of that whicli should ho her host 
Armour. . ^ 

fitti lorbt (SThridt, token it reinembrtth me 

JELpon mg gouth* anb 1115 tolite^ 

St tickUtk me about the hart roote 

Bnto tki0 bate it both mg hart boote &c. 

It delights her to remember the Pranks of her Youth ; and no 
douhty it would highly content her to have a Tast of jEson's Herb, 
and so become young again : For her Desires continue strong, though 
her Strength be weak; her Thoughts green, though her Hairs be 
gray, 

fint age ala0, that all luoll enbenime 
%ath me beraft m^ beante, anb mg mth 
^tt go faretoel, the beuil go theretoitk. 

A charitable old Trader! Age like a Venom, hath crept upon 
her, the Beauty and Strength of her Youth have left her; Both 
which, seeing she cannot recover, she freely bequeaths the Devil that 
which she cannot keep with her. Yet holds she on in her old 
Trade of Folly. 

^he floure is gone, there nie no tftore to tell 
^he bran (ae X be0t ran) noto mote 3E 0ell. 

Few or none but they will leave Sin, when Sin hath left them ; 
but this merry Gossip will scarcely leave it, when she is now left 
by it. Though the Flower of her Youth be lost, the Bran of her 
age is left^ and that must now be bolted, or she will never rest 
contented. 

$ut set to be right mertB tooU 3E foitbe 
^otD forth to tell of mg fourth hnsbonbe.* 

All this which hath been said last, must serve for a Preamble to 
her fourth Husband ; of whom her Discourse must be but short, 
according (as may be supposed) to the length of his Life, and height 
of her Love. 

i saie i hab in hart* great beot^ite 
^hat he of ang other hab belite. 

He was of a wanton Life himself, and therefore looks for his 
Wife in the Oven, where himself had been. Ill Doers are ever 
ill Doemers. Noiie ore more suspicious than such as are most 

^ Upon my yowtli^ and on my jolitee. (1. 470) 

It tikletii me about^ myn herte rote. 

Uuto this day it dooth myn herte bote 
* Now wol I tellen of my foorthe housbonde. (L 480). 
» Read 'herte' 0.«1). 
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vicious. A Licentious man's Eye is in every Comer; to whom the 
very least Occasion will minister apparent ground of Suspition* 

fat he toa0 quit, bg (go) atib sumA 3oa} 
inabt him of the dame bioo) a ttote' &c 

Truth wasy he could not for his heart he more jealous of me, 
than I was of him. Neither indeed, had he any just cause to* 
suspect me of Wantonness^ Here she excuseth herself that she 
never consorted with any good Follows for her own hodily pleasure, 
in all this Hushand's time. Only she invited them tp good Chear; . 
heing now tum'd professed Gossipper : And all this, perchance, (so 
l)erverse was her Disposition) rather to xkcttle and sting her Hushand, 
than any singular DeHght she took, either in respect of her Com-' 
rades, or Delicacy of Tooth : as may he prohahly gathered hy those 
Verses Immediately following. 

i mabe folke »ttch rhetr 

^hut in hie oton grece 3E tiutbe htm frit* 
Jot anger, anh for berg jeloneie. 

Out of a Jealoiisie, or rather a constant persuasion, that she was 
as liheral of her Flesh, as of her Fare, he fried himself in his own 
Grease : he wasted himself with anger : seeing hoth a weakning of 
his Fortune, and impeaching of his Honour (as he verily suspected) 
cope so closely one with another. 

$5 go)» in nearth 3E toae hie jmrgafom 
4|or tohith £ hope hie eoul ht in gletB.* 

It seems she avos good for something, if it were hut to hecome 
her Hushand's Purgatory; more properly the Touchstone of his 
Patience. By this means she thinks he had his Purgatory on Earth, 
and consequently, without any Buh or Stay in his way, he may go 
directly to Heaven. Afflictions heing Exercises, he needed not 
suffer his Body to rust for want of them, having hoth at Bed and at 
Board such plenty of them. 

!|or (gob it bote, he eate fnl oft anb eong 
Ihan th;tt hie ehoe full bitterlg him toong. 

Like a down-right honest man, he set the best Face he could 
on't Yet when he feigned most Mirth, he had greatest cause to 
mourn. Every man knew not where his shoe wrinch'd him. Ho 
might laugh till his heart ak*d again, yet never a whit nearer relief : 

1 and by 8eint Joce 1 (1. 488). ' Read 'croce* (L 484). 

' Tliat in his owone fP^cQ I road^ him frye H. 487). 
^ Fur which I hope his soule be in glorie. (1. 490)1 
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She had voVd to be his Executioner, purposely to become his 
Executor. 

ft hxtb tahnn S cumt tto 3gitni0altm 
nt Ixtth in grabt unbtr tht JSioht hum. 

This good wife, belike, had taken her Pilgrimage to Jerusalem^ 
either voluntarily, or by Injunction. No doubt, had she plaied 
Pilgrim all her time, her Husband had a lighter heart But now 
coming home, she finds her Husband drawing near his last home. 
Whom she sees no sooner departed, than she takes course to prevent 
his Eevival, to have him no less suddenly, than solemnly buried. 
Under the Rood-loft (a place of especial Eeverence in former times) 
she causeUi his Grave to be made ; albeit in no sumptuous manner 
as ancient Heroes have been intetred, as she after expressed : 

til VMS hi0 tambe 00 ntri0n0^ 
tai»0 the 0tpuliure at htm $artii0 
thich thut Jl))tlle0 brought 00 0ubttU5 i 

Xt 10 but toa0t io hunt hxm prtriott0l5. 

To bestow on him so Gorgeous or Sumptuous a Sepulchre, as 
was that which was erected in the honour of Dariua^ formed by the 
curious Art of famous Apellee; or as that of Artimieia in the 
Memory of her Mausolus, were but (as she thinks) lost labour : So 
much cost would make a poor Executor, and too much impoverish 
the Survivor. 

Set him farelnell, 90b gibe hi0 0Ottl goob re0t. 
^e 10 note in ht0 grabe anb in hi0 dte0t. 

He is now laid in Earth, and his Soul, I hope, at rest : He had 
my leave to be gone before he went To grieve for that which 
cannot be remedied is bootless. I will spare then to shed any 
Tears, seeing they are no less Foolish than fruitless. And so Good 
night to my fourth Husband. 



I; 



oto 0{ ms Mtik htt0banb tooll I tell 
oh let neber hi0 0oule come in hell.' 



She had no sooner left her fourth Husband in his Grave, Uian 
she makes ready to go to Church for a Fifth. And of such an one 
she speeds her self, that it seems his Soul deserv'd well of her, 
whatsoever his Body did. Tet is it to be wondred at, how she 

' Al is hi« tombe noght so curious (1. 497). 

As was the sepulcr^ of him, Darius, 

AVhich that Appelles wroghte subtUly. 
3 Now of m:f fifthe housbond wol I telle (L 508) 

God letf his soule never oom^ in helle I 
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should be 80 charitable in her blessings towards him, who was so 
shrewd in his blows, towards her. But of this she gives a reason : 
Truth is, he was shrewd to me, and gave me store ^^ rib roast, 
imagining belike that I was of the nature of the Wallnut Tree^ that 
must be cudgelled before it be fruitful ; yet for all this, I cannot but 
remember him with a great deal of love. Though he gave me 
correction, he had an other winning way to gain my affection* He 
was of an able and active body, and could till me on with such 
pretty Toies and Tales when he desired to have that which I no 
less desired my self, and he could win me with a smile, and with a 
smooth brow allay my storm. 

I triJto I bb'h him the better, for that he» 
WiM ot hxB lobe 00 banngeroud to me. 

A strong Womans reason. 

Follow ioomen^ they wiUfly ypu^ 
Fly bid Woinen, the]/l draw nigh you. 
If you would a Wofuan move^ 
Seem to love not^ when you love. 

The way then to win them, is seemingly to wean our affection 
from them. Froffer'd ware, be it never so precious, is disvaluedj 
Tliat only is held worth our purchase^ which is with niceness gained: 
whatsoever is forbid us, is with eager appetite pursued by us. To 
utter our Ware with danger, will improve our commodity most to 
our advantage and honour. 

Ittb to great thepe i« holb at to little priee* 
i;ht0 kuotoetk eberg tooman that 10 b)t0e 

Par fetch'd and dear bought is good for Ladies. A vile price 
makes the commodity no less vile. Highly then was this Husband 
affected, because he was dainty and nice in his affection. He caus'd 
her now and then to bite oth' bridle, and to fast, that her Stomach 
might become stronger for the next Feast. She had now and then 
a bit and a buffet with't. All her dayes wore not Holy-dayes| this 
made her pleasure (because rare) more welcom, when it came. 

M^ fffth htt0bonbe, (Sob hi0 0oale ble00e 
^hick I took for lobe anb no ruke00e* 

ft 0ometime toa0 a (SUerk in (Dxenfotbe 
nb kab left ockole, & toent at kome to borb 

> I trow^ I lov^ him beste, for that he (1. 518). 

AVas of his love danj^erons to me. 
' And to greet cheep u hold^ at litel prys (1* 6^)* 
* Which that I took for lov^ aud no nchesae (L 626). 
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SQith mg aosfSfXf, btoelling in our tonn^ 
(Sob habe her isoul, her name \x>m S^lxaonn 

Here she ezpresseth Ms state, condition, and profesgion; his 
state or condition, it may seem, was but mean, but his person 
promising ; pure love and no other worldly respect made her chuse 
hiuL He was a Scholar, and unpreferr^d, and consequently not like 
to be rich. But now had he left Schole, with his hopes of some 
poor Fellowship, which were but small, in regard of his weak Parts, 
or that he had no Letters commendatoiy, from some great or 
powerful Favorite, to procure it ; And now in stead of a Fellowship, 
be intends to board himself privately with Dame Alyson^ this Good- 
wifes Gossip. Now whether this were the self-same Ali/ean, the 
Carpenter's Wife, mentioned in our Miller^e Tale^ I will not here 
dispute; Only, with submission alwaies to deeper Judgments, I 
conceive, that by all probability it should be the very same Alyson^ 
but that this Clerk of Oxford here mentioned, was Nidiolas the- 
Astronomer, who fancied Dame Alison^ I cannot assent; for this 
bears another name. . Be she what she >vill be, it appears she was a 
kind-hearted Gossip, and of inward Acquaintance with our Wife of 
Bath I Being ever constantly of her Bosom-counsel, together with 
another Wife, whom she names not, and her Neece, in all which, she 
reposed great Confidence. No Secret could there be, which might 
either concern her Husband or her self, but it was imparted to one 
of these three. No counsel so private, no passage so secret, which 
was not to these communicate. 

tub 00 £ bib it often (Sob it toote 
hat mabe hi0 fare tvX\ oiit rebbe anb hote. 

This Wife of Baili was too full of Chinks to be a good Secretary. 
Her Husl)and could tell her nothing over night, but next day she 
would be Carrier of it abroad : wherein ova Poet privately glauceth 
at such as too freely use to commit their nearest thoughts to the 
secrecy of a Woman : whereof though some be Seals, others be 
Sieves. 

tnb 00 beffl, that one0 in a |^ent 
oil time £ t^ my (So00ip toent &c' 

Now she comes to relate the season and occasion of her first 

Familiar Acquaintance with this Clark of Onfonl^ her jolly Jeiikin : 

This begun in Lent, but she means to make it no time of Abstinence. 

^ With my gossib, dwullingf iu oure tons. (1. 629). 
' So ofteu tyiu^ I to my gomib wcnte (L 514). 
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She and her kind Gossip must take Air, and in such Moneths as 
afford most delight. Tet cannot those fresh and fragrant Fields 
sufficiently refresh them, unless they have Jenkin the Scholar for an 
Usher to conduct them. And a good Opportimity had this Good 
wife, for her Hushand was at London : With liherty therefore might 
she take her range to Vigils, Visitations, Preachings, Pilgrimages 
and Processions; to Stage-playes, Puppit-plaies and Marriages; 
where she might see and be seen ; yea felt^ heard and understood* 
Her gay Scarlet Petticoat, and Broad-=cloath Gown need now fear no 
Moaths; they are too daily worn to be eaten mth Worms. Her 
Cloaths make every day their Holiday. Till her Husband dome 
home, she means not to make her own house her homeu The Field 
must be her Walk, and Jenkin her Mate. 

foto inoU S tell forth Jbhat hapi^eb tne^ 
Mxt, that in the Selbe0 toalkeb toe. 

Now begun she to grow more familiar with this dainty Clerk. 
She is now not only for walking, but talking with him ; yea, and 
dalliance too; till in the end, she holds him for her only private 
Friend, and such an one, as she could find in her heart to commend 
to his Trust the greatest Secret she has in the world. 

£ 6£ake to him, anh 0aieh holn that he 
If ± b)ere toebotoe, 0hottlb \DtVbt me.' 

This is plain dealing, and deserves the Scholar's favourable con- 
struction : As if she should say. Ye Scholars are dangerous Youths ; 
when ye woo least, ye win most ; when ye speak least, ye prevail 
most. Did ye perceive nothing, Sir Jenkin, when of all others, I 
chus'd you to keep me company; walked and talked with you 
privately; and made you acquainted with my bosom-Secrecyl Truly, 
I must tell you, should mine Husband die, as all Flesh is mortal, I 
am verily persuaded that I should wish with all mine heart to enjoy 
an Armful of you. In good sooth we women are the veriest Fools 
in the world: If we love, we cannot lain: whereas you men are 
mighty Dissemblers, and will bring us weak things into Fools 
Paradise: when you seem to love us, you will soonest leave us. 
Well, durst I trust you, I could tell you somewhat would make 
your Ear tingle: But I will not; and yet I think I must; it will 
needs out. I am half persuaded you have given me some Love- 

' Now wol I tellen forth what happed xne. (L ^^X 
' I simk to liim, k scyd^ him. how that he (L 567) • 
If 1 wer? widwe, sholde weade me. 
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powder, or I should never fawn nor fond on you after this manner. 
Elnow Sir, I made choice of you for your Person, no Preferment nor 
Possession ; for I hear, you have hut a poor Scholar^s Fortune. Now 
think not that I stood unprovided hefore I came to he acquainted 
with you. No Sir ; I must tell you, I need not want for Pleasure, 
if I took delight in such Cha£fer. I ever held her a foolish Mouse 
that had hut one hole to creep out at. I am neither so old nor 
mishapen, hut I should find one or other to accept of the motion. 

3E htctt htm Dti hanb he hitb tnchannteh xm} 
<|{tB hanu taught me fcreoth that ^nbtUte. 

A dainty Device ! This was Dame AlysorCe suhtilty. And that 
she might all the hetter persuade him, that she thinks on him hy 
day, she tels him how she dreams of him hy night Where she 
relates to him the Circumstances of her terrihle Dream : How she 
verily thought in her sleep that he came and assaulted her, purposing 
to have slain her : and how she started, as she lay upright in her- 
Bed, to resist his Fury ; which were the least of her thought upon so 
fair an Opportunity. Tet interprets she all this in the hest sence. 
For that ahundance of Blood wherewith she thought her self em- 
liath'd, did signifio Gold, which he might he sure to enjoy, if ever 
her Hushand should die, and her self to hoot. 

let bloob bet^ketuth golb, a0 S toae taught 
Inb all toa0 fale, £ bemeb of him right naught 

All these supposed Dreams were hut to delude him, and make him 
more confident of the Love she hare him. A right careful Ohserver 
of whatsoever her suhtil Tutor Dame Alyeon had informed her. One 
who had sufficient Experience to instruct an apt Scholar in Eules of 
Dalliance. 

tnb noto sir let me 0e, b)hat 0hal X eattt 
ha, bg (Sob £ haue my talt again. 

A excellent Ehetorical* Figure here used by our Poet 
It seems the remembrance of the proper Personage of her neat 
Clark, had like to have made her quite forget her Tale. Tet, at last^ 
she recals to mind the Story whereon she is to treat, which Subject, 
sometimes, she was as apt to forget 

SSthan that mg fourth' hu0bonb toa0 mt bere 
£ toept algate» anb mabe 0crie chert. 

^ I bar liim on hond^, lie liadd^ enchanted me ; (L 57S) 

My dame taughte me that soutiltee-* 
• E«&Ko<«f. (k1 B.) 
*Boaa'fottrtLe*(L587). 
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Or for want rather of nataral Tean, she fnniisb'd her self of otlier 
effectual means : She wrapt an Onion in the one Nook of her Hand- 
kercher, or pnmp'd for Tears ; or drew her face into a Parae, pfui^ 
posely to feign a kind of sorrowings when her Heart was foil of Joj, 
in hope to enjoy her Jenkin. 

fttt for that 3E txntB mubmb ot n makt 
\otft but 0nuiU, «no that 3E imbtrfaike. 

No doubt, but she had proy'd a better Mourner, had she been a 
worser Porreior : Like to that Widow, whereof I have heard this 
Story, That, having buried three Husbands, and all those with a 
very small portion or quantity of Tears, she came at last to the 
Graye with her Fourth, for whom she wept bitterly; which her 
Neighbors much wondring at, demanded of her the Cause why she 
should be so immoderate in her Sorrow for that last Husband, who 
had been of so harsh and rough a Disposition, and so patioit at the 
Deaths of all the other three, who were of loying and a&ble Natures^ 
and had deserved so well at her hands 1 To whom she made this 
Answer ; That she wept not so much for that she was of her sweet 
Husband deprived, as that she was now destitute and unprovided ; 
whereas at the Deaths of her other Husbands^ she was ever of another 
prepared before the other was buried. 

^0 chntch tmta mg huBbanb bom on ntotob^ 
iSKith netghbonr0» that for him maht 0orolD 
Jlnh Jtnkin our tUrke 

It is to be wondred why she let him lie so long unburied ; but it 
seems there was some Solemnity to be used, or else that his Friends 
and Neighbors did expect it. You may imagine now, when she sees 
her Sweetheart JeiOcin amongst other Mourners, that she has made a 
League with her Eyes, not to shed one Tear ; with her Hearti not to 
send forth one Sigh, unless it be in jest^ and so fool the Spectators. 
Neat were his Legs, pretty were his Feet : These were her Objects in 
this Spectacle of Sorrow. This serious Survey or Perusal of JenkifCs 
Person had so taken up her Eye, as it could fix it self on no other 
Object, while he was in Presence. Yea, her Blood began to sparkle 
now afresh in her, so as in her own conceit she was twenty years 
younger than she was in the Morning. Though forty Winters had 
already blown upon her ; and consequently some Tokens of Age had 

> To chirche was myn honsbond bom a-morwe (1. 598) 
With ueigheboros, that for him maden wonr'i ; 
And Jaukin oure elork was con of tho. 
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stamp'd their Impressures in her : She had ahraies a Colt's Tooth. 
Yea, she had divers other signs of an Invincible Patient, as she her 
self after confesseth. 

Sup tx^tlub 3E toa0, anb that birame me toele^ 
S nab the print of bame "Btwxn nAt 

fa helpe me (Sob, £ toae a ludtte one 
xib fatre» rirhe, aitb gong, aub toell bigone. 

She was gap-tooth'd, or wide-spaced, not like Pitrhus, whose 
Teeth were all one Bone, undivided. Though this might seem some 
Deformity, it became her well, even as Venus Mole made her more 
lovely : Right Bullion she was, apt for any Impression. Of a lively 
and lusty .Kature ; a fresh and lovely Feature ; rich in Fortune ; 
young in her own Opinion; and every way (as she thought) de- 
serving Affection. In Sense, she was Venereal ; in Heart, Martial ; 
Venus gave her the Gift to be lascivious ; Mars to be couragious ; 
Taurus was her Ascendent, Mars therein Predominant: But had 
Mars been her Husband, her too common Dalliance might well have 
chang'd Taurus into Aries, and enjoyn'd him to hold of her for Term 
of Life in Capite. 

S^ltiB, hIm, that eber lobe \om exn. 

She bestows the deserving Name of Love upon hateful Lust; but 
Uiese are to be remarkably distinguished, because their Natures are 
wholly different, as the Poet sometimes well exprest them, in his 
Description of Love. 

Love, whai*s thy Name f A Phrensie : Wlience thy Birth f 
From Heaven : Hoio comes it then thou litest on Esurth ! 
/ live not tJiere, Yet each usurps thy Name/ 
*Tis true indeed, htU hence redounds their shame. 
" / live not there, my Nature* s pure and just, 
" Bid Lust lives there, and Love's a Foe to Lust 

This merry Wife of Bath could find in her heart, that this Wan- 
tonness of hers, which she terms Love, were no sin; and pity it is, 
thinks she, that ^\hB not so, seeing it affords such sweet self-delight 
to the Sense. 

£ foUotoeb ate mine tncUnatton 

£d bertue of mo tonetellation 

%hat mabe me lE (onth not totthbratoe' 

£X^ chamber of "Qenne from a goob felatoe. 

' Gat-tothed I was, and that bicam me weel ; (L 608) 

1 hadd^ the prent? of aeynt vonus aeeL 
' Tliat niade me I coude noght withdrewe (1. 617). 
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Herein onr Poet covertly taxeth such who attribute so much unto 
natural Providence, as though it were inevitable, and thereby use it as 
a Refuge or Sanctuary, for all their evil Actions. Unto which may 
be objected the Answer of ChrudppuB^ writing in this manner: 
Although (saith he) that Nature hath provided all things from the 
Beginning, and that by her Providence all things are moved and 
stirred up by a certain necessary Reason and Motion ; yet notwith- 
standing our Dispositions and Minds are no further subject or in 
danger thereof, than their Propriety and Quality is concordant and 
agreeable unto the same. For, if by Nature our ^Tits be first made 
wholsom and good, apt to receive good Notions, fair Impressions ; by 
being after indued with Reason and Understanding, either they do 
utterly put off and avoid all evil Influences and accidents, or else by 
their discreet temper, receive and bear them more easily without hurt 
or damage. If contrari^vise, our dispositions be rude and gross, not 
endued with any kind of Letters or good Learning, to assist and help 
them withal, and every light Conflict or Assault of our Natural 
Inclination, we run headlong into all kind of Errors and Vice. For 
we ought first to know and understand, that neither the Stars^ nor 
any Natural Influences do provoke or force us to any thing, but only 
make us apt and prone : And being so disposed, do, as it were, allure 
and draw us forward to our Natural Inclination. This might be 
illustrated by example of the Cylinder^Umt ; which by nature being 
apt to roll and tumble, and being cast or thrown down into hollow 
or steep places, doth run without ceasing, not so much because it is 
cost or thrown, as for his own Nature or Aptness thereunto, and not 
having any thing in it self to withstand the same. 

^et habt £ SXtidtsi marke wfen ms face 
Jlub al60 in another TfxxtAt place. 

It seems our Vemis had been at her Lemnian Forge ; she had 
got some Marks of her Trade, which she meant to carry with her to 
her Grave. She confesseth, she never loved with Discretion ; for in 
the whole course of her Trade she never made any distinction. Her 
Appetite was equally eager to all proper promising persons, were 
. they of wliat Rank or Fashion soever. The black was admitted as 
well as the white, the poor as the rich : Her Fort gave way to all 
Assailants. : 

cSthat Bhoulb X eas? but at the monethd ettb^ 
^hi0 jols clerk Jenken» that bia0 00 henb' 

> What sholdf I scyc, but, nt the moiithes cnde (1. 627). • Read 'hende.* 
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fath totbbtb nu toith grtat 0oUmpnite 
nb t0 him jabe 3E all the loitbe attb iu 

She had past her mourning Month, and now comes in her hony 
Month, where Jenhin is become owner both of her self and her state. 
What was given her by Age, she as freely bestows upon Youth. 
Grants of her Lands, Keys of her Chests, all her goods movable and 
immovable, personal and real, are at his service, without any evic- 
tion, molestation, or incumbrance soever. But no sooner restrains 
he her of her Kange, then she repents her of her Gift Gladly would 
she have him re-convey it to her, but though he be a meer Scholar, 
he is no such Gooselin. Now. the Heason why she repents her of 
what was conferred by her, was this ; He begun not only to restrain 
her, but chastise hei; 

IPs (5eb he emsAt me ontsi toith hi0 ffrt^ 
Jot that X rent ont ot hx9 booke a lefe 
%hat ot that stroke, mg ere0 toex befe. 

As if she should tlius say, Who would have thought that this 
smooth-chinn'd Princock, but new-come from Scheie, should thus 
begin to scouige me, who have had the Schooling and Scourging of 
four antient Benchers) Admit I rent a Leaf out of his Book, when 
the Story did discontent me, must he presently fall to his Rubber of 
Cufis, and so be reveng'd on me t Well, though this quaint Clerk 
fell aboard so roughly with me; I think I gave him his Penny- 
worths ; Judge you that hear me. Never was Lioness more fierce, 
nor Jay more jangling. Though he laboured to restrain me, in despite 
of him I took my Liberty. From house to house went I Gossipping. 
Neither his Oaths nor Anger could wean me from mine humor. 

lot Inhtch full eft time ta)ettlb he ))reaehe' 

Vnb me of elb ^eman ]e0te0 teathe. 
He ply'd me with Lectures out of old Roinan Stories for his own 
purpose: Amongst which, he told me, how one Sulpitiui GMta 
utterly forsook his Wife, for shevring her self but once openly at the 
Door, and taking a view of Passengers as they went by. Also, how 
another Roman (Novellus Torquatus; or I mistake it) wholly relin- 
quish'd his Wife, for making resort to a Summer Game without his 
Knowledg. And how Plutarch (whose Authority might more pro- 

> By god, be imoot me ones on the list, (L 684) 

That of the itrook myn ere wex al deet (I* ^^^\ 
* For which he often tymes wolde preche, (L 641} 
And me of olde Romayn geetoa teche. 
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pcrly be allodgod in ibis ATgument) affinuotb tbat it is a Custom ia 
Egypt, tliat Women sbould wear no Sboes, because they should abide 
at home. Then would he confirm these antieut Stories with Holy 
Writ, and shew how Ecdesiast. gives express Charge to all Hus- 
bands, that they should in no wise suffer their Wives to wander or 
stray abroad; knitting up his goodly Precepts and Examples with 
this shrewd Proverb ; 

SEho00 bttUbtth hi0 houd aU at eabtote^ 
Jinb ))ruketh ht0 bliub hore Dber the ttilofotB ^ 
Jlnb 0nffreth hi0 luift tot to etdu hnUo\ot9 
^e ia Norths to bt liongtb on the gallobe0. 

Sallows are but mean Timber-wood to build on; Fallows are 
uneven grounds for a blind Horse to ride on: And Hallows or 
Pilgrimages dangerous Waics for young Wives to go on. The first 
shews Improvidence, the second Eashness, the .last Weakness.* 

^ut all tot nought, X 0et nat an hatot' 
m ht0 ]n:oberb£0, nt of ht0 olb ff&\ot 

ft X toonlb not ot him cottutA bt 
hatt him that mg btce0 telleth mt. 

But all these goodly Precepts and Proverbs which he delivered 
in this sort unto me, were but as if he had sown Dust in the Air. I 
valued them not worth the Bloom of a Haw-thorn. For truth was,' 
those who either corrected me, or reproved those Vices which they 
saw in me, were never after Cater-cosins with me ; for such Vices as 
vre love, we defend; nor can we easily forgo them without Distast 

Mo^ ta)oU X 0ait j2on 00th bg S^* ^homa0 
mhs that X rent out of ht0 booke a left 
4l|or luhtth he 0mott me, that X \x>m btfe. 

The Book out of which I tore this Leaf, was entitled Valerius 
Max, a Roman Author, one who wrote much to our Reproof and 
Dishonour. With him had he joyned TkeophrastuSt at whose Con- 
ceipts, he unmeasurably laughed, while I at his Laughter was 
grievously netled. With these had he bound up St Jerom's Book 

1 « Who-80 that bnild^th his hons al of salwes, (!• 655) 
And priketh his blind^ hors over the falwes, 
And suffreth his wvf to go seken halwes, 
Is worthy to been hanged on the galwes ! " 
* Conventicles are Tickle places for Holy Sisters; Those are Booths for sneh 

Ware, as I could wish all yonng Bride^ooms to beware of: 8t — it 

rather a Sanctuary for our Aunts than Saints. A place reported by Borgitu for 
a frequent Receipt of Pilgrims ; Pnmcerius in his Sum^nasnian AnnaU, (R. B.) 
' But al for uoght, I sette noght an hawe (L 659). 
Of his proverbes n*of his olde sawe 
BBATHWAIT. F 
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against the Heietick Jovinian^ together with Torttilanus, Crisipims^ 
Tortula^ and Hdotois^ sometimeB Abbess not far froin Paris. And 
with these (to enlarge this his Miscellane Volume) had he bound 
together the Parables of Solomon^ Omd his Art of Loving, with 
sundry other Tracts or Treatises, discoursing of several Subjects. 
Now, would you know how he employed these Books t It was his 
accustomed manner eveiy night when he had Leisure, to recreate 
himself in these Works : More Legends and Lives had he of wicked 
Wives, than ye could repeat of good Wives throughout the Bible. 
All these had he purposely compiled, and were by him nightly 
recounted to make me discontented. 

Aot trnettth taitll, it 10 an xvxTfowxhU 
%hat ono derkt toeulb 0p«tkt qotit ot taiibes 
l^ut if it bun ot hols Mttulta liliee— — 

It is not now as it was in Chaucef's dales ; Present times liave 
Clarks, who can approve and love this Sex. Such, I say, as having 
proper Liniments to woo with, natural Habiliments to win with. 
Canonical Faculties of their own to wed with, becoine no Reprovers, 
but Improvers of so Honourable a State. Wherein I hold them 
wise ; Sure I am, they trace the steps of the wise : For all the Seven 
wise men of Greece were married : Albeit ; there never wanted in 
any Age scornful Inveighers against women, yea, and Persecuters of 
them too in publick Theatres ; Such were Euripides, Hesiodus, with 
many others, who out of some bitter Experience had of their own 
unhappy Choice, made that Sex, now and then, the Subject of their 
Invection. It was a Stoick's Saying, No wise man was fit for a 
Woman, yet may a Woman be fit for a wise man ; yea, and fit him 
too a Penniworth for all his Wisdom. But if a Woman would have 
Hearts-ease, and world at will, let her marry one of our Sedentary- 
Desk Clarks, or Pedantical Fools, who know not what the world 
means; for so may she have the world at will. Now in the very 
last Verse mentioned by our Poet, this good wife of Bath shadows 
out such jealous Clarks; who, when they suspect their Wives 
affected to Company, or any way addicted to Liberty, they will pull 
out some antient Story or other, discoursing of the Lives of Saintly 
or Holy Women, to reclaim them from their Gadding, and restrain 
them in their Freedom of living. 

tU of none other tooman neber the m^ I ]', 

*^ho peinteth the SJion, tell me luho?» ■ 

> Who peyutede the leonu, tel me who t (I 692) 
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15 (Sob, %i iDOtnen hab toritten etonee^ 
a cltrkee han» luithin her Dratoriee &e. 

These Clarks (saitb she) are of that condition as they will neither 
speak well of Wives nor any other Women. But they can paint a 
Lion that never saw his Feature, but by Report ; This is but only as 
it pleaseth the Painter. Had women written Stories (as our Theano^ 
with many moe Mirrors of our Sex could have done) they would 
have found Colours to display the vicious Natures of men, and 
discovered them guilty of more Enormities than the Issue-Male of 
Adam should ever redress. 

^hc thilbreit of ^^ernttB anb *Btntt«* 
^ttn in her toorkmg {ttU tontmrioiui. 

A Contrariety there is in the workings of Mercury and Venus, 
The Objects at which they aim their several Faculties, are wholly 
opposite. Mercury is for Wisdom aud Speculation ; Ventis for Riot 
and Sensual Meetings. Yea, their Dispositions are likewise divers ; 
for. Exaltation of the one is the Humiliation of the other i which (as 
if this good-wife had been well read in an Erra-Pater, or some other 
Astronomical Author) she confirms with this Instance : 

Inb thti0 (Sob iDott, JRecmrs i0 beoolate 
En $i0ce0, inhere 'Qentt0 » exaltate 

tub 'Qentt0 falleth b)here ^ttcnqt iff rei0eb 
herefore no tooman of no derke i0 |nrei0eb. 
Mercury and Venue are ever in Opposition. 

For true it is, Employment hath no time 
To offer Sacrifice to Venus Shrine. 

Elegantly shadowed by Luciau, feigning Cupitfs Encounter with 
the Muses : " For he that converseth with his Mind, by whose Eye 
" the Body is directed, will not intermit his A£Eairs, to have his Mind 
*' with Lust infected. Mercury admits himself no time to take a 
" Turn in Venus Walk. 

^he detke tohan he i0 olb» anb mag nouoht io 
®f 'Qenu0 )uerfce0, not toorth ht0 olb 0ho.' 
Long Study hath brought him to the Sciatica. He hath so inured 
himself to the Speculative Part, as he is wholly out of use with the 
Practick. The Remainder of his dales (saith she) he spends like a 
Cricket, in a Chimney-Corner, in descanting on the Lightness of 
V Vomens Natures, wherein he shews the poorness of his own Humor. 

> By God. if wommen hadde writen itoriet (L 698). 

* The children of Mercnrie and of Venue (L 607). 

* Of Venue wcrkee worth his olde sho. (I 708). 
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jBnt noto to parpoee, tohg I tolb thee^ 
%iuit i toa0 be;ttm foe n booke pnrbe 
SIpoit a night Jfeukiu, that l))a0 our dire 
l^ebbe upon hie booke, as he oate by the fire* 
(Qt dht fir^t &e. 

But would you know (quoth sjie) more at large tlie cause of my 
Beating) I will now return to my Purpose, and fally relate to you 
the Occasionu Sir Jenkin (as he accustomably used) liaving laid his 
Heel on the Hatting Crook, to pass the Winternight away, or rather, 
as I expounded it, to disquiet me, took a Book in his Hand, (a 
various Volume of Numerous Authors) wherein he read of Eve firsts 
how she by consenting to the Serpent, brought all Mankind to the 
Brink of Perdition. Which mortal Sore required a Soveraign Salye, 
even the Blood of the Lamb, which r^ained Man, before lost, and 
restored our Bloody before corrupted. 



m 



here txfttss^t of taiomen mag ue fixxb 
of all 



[hat loDoman tona the loBde of all mankinb. 
Jenkin applies the Text he had read ; but few or none of all his 
She-Audience will vouchsafe to make Use of his Application. But 
to the end he may work stronger upon his Wives Phantasie, he 
brings on a fresh Army of Examples in this kind. What did 
treacherous DalUak to her Sampson^ when by discovery of his 
Counsel, she robVd him of his Hairs, wherein lay all his Strength ; 
and after, of his Eyes, which gave him all his Light f What did 
Deianira to her Herctdes, when with Nessm poysoncd SHirt, she 
set him all a fire! What did Zantippe to Socrates^ when she. 
crown'd him with a Chamber-pot 1 which shameless Abuse of hers, 
when such as were his Friends, wished him to revenge, he washed 
off his Disgrace with this Patient Answer : 

// never yet teas deetn*d a Womter 

To think thaJt Rain ^lould/olloto Thunder. 

She thundred so much, before with her Tongue, as he could 
expect no less than Bain. What did PasiijUiae Wife to Minoe of 
Crete^ whose Brutish Lust^ and Monstrous Birth, have made her 
infamous to all succeeding times t What did Clyteinnestra to her 
Agamennon t What Dishonour did she to her Noble Parents Tin- 
dame and Leda, when she not only expos'd her self to JEgistus 

> . . . wliy 1 toWe thee. (1. 711). 
' Reddf on liii book as he sat by the fyre, (!• 714). 
Of Eva first, that for her wikkeduesae, (I 716). 
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Lust, but dopriv'd her Frincoly Husband of LifoY What did 
EripUyle Wife of AmpJiiaraus^ when for a Oold-Chain, she disloyally 
bctmyed her Husband Polyniees^ when he had hidden himself, be- 
cause he would not go to the Wars of Thebes f What Dispatch made 
Livia of lier Husband, because she lov'd him too little f What Dis- 
patch mode LticUia of hers, because she loved him too much t What 
Answer received LaJtwinerus of Arritis (a Philosopher in Alexandria, 
in Atignsttts time) when he mode his sorrowful Complaint unto him, 
how that he had a Tree in his Garden of such a strange Nature, as 
all his three wives, through mcor dospight, had hang'd themselves on 
it 1 (quoth surly Arritis) do me the Courtesie, Dear Brother, to 
give me a Plant of that Blessed Tree, that it may grow and prosper 
in my Garden : For never did any yet plant it^ that might make 
better use of it What Wives in these later times do we now read 
of, who not only consented to see their Husbands murdered, but in 
the very Presence of those dislaughtered Corps suffered themselves 
to be defiled 1 Some have driven Nails through their Brains; 
Others have depriv'd them of Life by poysonous Potions : As might 
be instanced in the Tragick Examples of Dnunlla, Faudina, Coroni' 
Ijona, Messalina, and many others. All which Stories Sir Jenkin 
would read so distinctly, passionately, and devoutly, as if they were 
his Evening Orizons. 

3nb theretDithall he kneto mo proberbee^ 

^han in this toorlb thert arotoeth jras^t or herbes. 

He was a most proper Proverbial Jenhin, and could twit his testy 
Wife with store of such Proverbs as these, which ho had at his 
Finger end. "It is better to live with Lions and Dragons, than in 
'* house with an angry woman. Better to abide on the Eoof ever 
" smoking, than below with a Wife ever chiding. Yea, so perverse^ 
" (said he) are they in Will, so contrary in Work, that they ever 
'' J^ate what their Husbands love, like what they loath. They cast 
"away Shame, when they cast off their Smock. And for their 
"Modesty, this is my Opinion, To see Beauty accompanied by 
''Chastity, were like a Gold Bing in a Swine's Snout 

SStho covib b)ene, or b)ho coxxi s^xif posft^ • 
^he b)o, that in mine hart toad anb pint 
Sitib U)han I sab) he b)0ttlb neber ffnt 

' Ami tlicr-witli^al, he knew of mo proverbes. (L 773). 
*•* Who woMe Wtiiion, or wlio wold^ 8iip]ipse (L 786) 

The wo that iu tiiyn horte wv, k pyne t 

And whau I saugh he woMe never fync 
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^0 rtben an, Ihis mredl b^oke all niaht 
SM dobatnlD Ihre lnu0 laiit 3E pUsU 
®ttt 4rf his Moke 

How much this Good-wife was neiled with his Nightly Lectures, 
she can hardly express her self, much less her Interpreter, How- 
soeyer, one may easily collect by those forioos Sparks of her Passion 
which issue forth, that there is a dangerous l^lre within. For first, 
she takes a poor Bevenge on his Book, and tears it; Then she collars 
with him, and with a sound blow oth* Ear, throws him down back- 
ward into the l^lre. Which he, neyer till now inflam*d with such 
unmanly Fury, requites with such a stroke on her Head, as senseless 
she lals on the Floor. Die she will needs, there's no Remedy ; and 
the rather, as may be imagined, to make him guilty of her Death, 
and so raise him to the Ladder of his Suspended Advancement But 
coming now at last to her self (for long had she been by her self) in 
this sort she re-assaies to course him, before she leave him. 

®k, hart thmt elattt vnt false thtfe 3E vt&A 
^ot ms lonb thu0 hast then mnrbr^ vxt7^ 
Sr 3E bt btbbe, gtt taioU 3E ones ki00e thee. 

Though she approach near the Gates of Death, she can open the 
Gate of her Teeth, and make the Poet's Observation true, 

Wheel of a Womane Tongue is like a Rioer^ 
Set U once going, it will go for ever. 

Well ; It seems, before her Departure, she means to give him a 
strange Encounter. Sirrah Thief, do you hear! You that first 
enchanted me, and so ravish'd my Love from me; you that have 
soiz'd of what was due to me : Nay, you Blood-hound, you that for 
my Land have thus murdered me, draw near me, let me kiss thee, and 
so good night to all the world. It shall not be said, but I die in 
Charity ; So, close up mine Eyes, I shall die presently. This dying 
Salute could not chuse but drive poor Jeiikin into sundry Extreams. 
For, thongHt he, should she die in spite after this manner, I should 
make a fair End, but a worse Face in an Halter. Gladly would he 
(if she were not past hope) recover her ; Down on his knees he goes, 
and kisses her; rubs and chafes her; though she needed small 
Chafing, being as hot at Stomach, as any Pepper. In the end, he 
resolves to salute her, and if her Stomach be come do\vn, to reconcile 

* And for my land that haitow mordred m*s t (L 801). 
*Sr I be doed, yet wol I kiave thee.' 
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hinisolf to her ; but still he foars, she is either nearly dead, or wholly 
deaf to such an Humor. 

Inb run he cnmt, anb kneleb faire abomt 
tub 0attb» here ansAtt, dtoett ^lt0onit^ 
U helpe me (Sob S ehall thee nener emite 
!Ehat i hane boen it ie thg self to totte 

fotgebe it me, anb that X thee beeeke 
nb set eft 0one0 X hit him on Ihee eheke— 

A right fair and proper Acknowledgment of his Offence : If she 
will but forgive him this rash and unadvis'd Assault^ may he never 
desire any Favour, nor deserve any Love from her,^nor in his greatest 
need receive any Succour, if ever he attempt aiiy such presumptuous 
part thereafter. And yet alas (saith he) it was your Fault that we 
fell into this Debate : Had you rul'd your Tongue, I had held mine 
Hand ; yet forgive it me, dear Sister, sweet Alyson^ and I promise 
you, upon JenkhCs Honesty, that your Ton^e shall never force me 
to like Fury. While poor Jenkin is thus labouring in all humble 
manner to compose his own Peace, the dead Coarse revives, and 
fetcheth him such an overthwart Blow, as his Head rings again. 
Which (good man) sounds better in his Ear, than ever any of her 
sweet Kisses relished his Lip ; For, thought he, if she have such light- 
netis in her fingers, she cannot but have some Liveliness at her heart 

S^xA 0aieb : the{e» thtt0 moch am X bebreke* 
lloto tool X bie, X mas ^ leitger 0peke. 

Like the humorous Lady in the Comedy, she is every foot dying,* 
to make him the more despairing ; Though she had already wreaked 
her self of him sufficiently, yet will she die with this Bevenge, in 
spite of all his Remorse. And to confirm, that she is near Death, 
she concludes, *' I may no longer speak : A dangerous Sign that she 
is past all hope of Recovery. For when a woman is laid speech- 
less, the Bell may well ring out But see what a bright Beam darted 
forth of this black Cloud I 

Jit la0t, toith mikeU care anb to0 

SBe felt accorbeb toithin our 0eltten tbio' 
"Qt naf me all the btibell in mine hmtb 
^0 hane the gonernannte of h0U0 & lonb 

fnb of hi0 tongue anb of ht0 honb al0O 
nb mabe hem orenne hi0 book anon tho.^ 

^ And seyde, ' dere suster Aliaonn, — (1. 804). 

^ And seyde, ' theef, thui inucliel am I wreke. (L 809). 

* We fillf acorded, by us selven two. (L 812). 

' And madf him brenn^ his book anon right tho. (L 816). 
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The world la well amended with Dame Ahjson; She was even 
now for giving up the Ghost; hut holding it isa hetter, upon some 
reasonahle tearms, to live than die, she is content to take heart of 
Grease, and live a while longer ; Provided, she may have the Bridle 
in her own hand, the Government of his Estate, the Command of his 
Tongue and hand ; and lastly, that she may bum this Apocryphal 
Book, which bred all this Variance and Debate : To all which he 
accords^ and so the Peace is made. A very beneficial Peace for 
Jenkin, albeit upon hard Tearms : For by this means, became all 
Occasions of future Difference prevented, a shrewd Dame to a peace- 
able Wife changed. And to HER no less useful, being for term of 
life, of all his Estate without any Compartner, absolutely seized. 
Never ftom that time did any Wife from Denmark to Ifulia (to take 
her own Compass) live witli Husband in more Unity, nor shew 
truer Arguments of Constancy, than she did to her Jetikin, and all 
tills without Hypocrisie. 

^nb go to«fl he t0 nu 

3E pntj; to (&ob, that ditte in J^aicstte 
^0 blt00t hi0 00ttle» for hie met^B bere^ 
£io^ tooll 3E 0as ^B ^^ ^^ fi^ ^^^1 ^^^^ 
One True-Love Knot betwixt them both : So faithful was his 
Love to her till the End, as she cannot chuse but remember his Soul 
in her Prayers after his End. After which Orizon, she makes ready 
to tell her Tale. 

^ht £xttt lettgh tohan he hab hearb all this 
jgetD dame (qb he) 00 hane I ieo ot bits 
^hx9 %0 a long irreamble ot a tale. 

The Frier, amongst others of her attentive Audience, starts up, 
and jeers this good Wife of Bailh for making so long a Preamble to 
her Tale, which, for ought that he knew, might prove as short; and 
80 resemble the Mindian Building, who, for making large Gates to a 
little City, were scornfully advised by that Cynick Diogenes^ to be 
very circumspect and wary lest their City should run out at their Gates. 

Inb tohan the S^^W^^^ he^^ the frere gale 
Do (at thi0 Sompner) bo (Soblta arm0 ttoo' 
V Jttere inoirentermete nim txaxmo 
^ goob men.' a JfUe anb eke a Jfrere 
m fall in euerg bteh anb eke ntatere. 

* So blesse his tonle, for his mercy dere ! (L 827) 
' ' Lo ! * quod the Somnour, 'goddes armes two ! ' (L 838). 

* Lo, gode men, ... (I 8S^)« 
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In defence of her, and opposition to the Frier, up stands the 
Sumner; who reproves the Frier for interrupting this Good-wife in 
her Tale; as if he should say, Marry Duck Sir Frier, Most you be 
ever intermedling in others Affairs t Tou will have an Oar, I see, in 
every one*s Boat : and make that old Proverb good : A Fly and a 
Frier wiUfcUl in every maris Dish and Matter. What have you. Sir 
Frier, to do with her Preambulations t Whether she amble or trot 
it concerns you nothing. Tou hinder our Sport; Sit down, and give 
her way. 

39t tDolt thott 00 sir Slompuer (qb tkt <^tt) 

£l0tD bfi mg fag £ shall, jor er S go ' 

%eU sd a §;om)mer such a tstle or ttoa 

^hat all the folke shull laugh in this ^Ititt} 

What^ Sir Sumner, are you so malapert t Must you control a 
Frier t Weill For your grave Reproof, I shall, before we part, 
tell a Tale or two of a Sumner, that will give Occasion enough of 
Laughter. 

loto tU Jrert I btshreto thg fate* 




I 
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Qttob this Sompner) anb £ beshrebi' vxt 
l^vA if I tea* tales ttoo ot thre 
©f Jreres 

The Sumner will not abate the Frier an Ace. He has a Tale or 
two to bestow on the Frier, and to fit him with his own Cool, before 
tliey come to Sytiiiujhourn^ towards which they were journeying. 
Ho sees his Patience already netled, and he hopes, when it comes to 
his Turn to tell his Tale, the Frier will not find himself much \\ 

refreshed. 

©ttr hast vAA peace 

Like a peaceable Moderator, our Host, who was the very first 
Mover and Contriver of this Task, cries Peace. Let the woman 
go on (quoth he) with her Tale ; How is it, that you fare as if you 
were drunk t You trouble us ; Revenge your Distasts on one 
another in your Tales, when your time comes ; If you prepare, we 
shall hear. Then turning himself to this Wife of Bath^ he persuades 
her to go on, in these words ; 

3pt \^ti\nt, tell forth gour Hit, anb that is best 
^11 rebg sir (((b she) right as gou lest 

1 That all^ the folk shal laiighen in this place. (L 848). 
« Now ellifs, Frere, I bishrew? thy face * (L 841). 

• Read •bishrowe.* 

* Read 'telle.* 
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74 The Wife of BaJOCe Prologue. Lines 855-856. 

Hi X hatu lUence of this toottho Jrert 

^t0 banu, tell forth gonr tale, I tooU it hert.^ 

Go to DamCy let not their jarring trouble you. Tou know what 
you have to do ; I hold it best^ that you go on with your Tale. I 
am ready (saith she) to obey your will, provided that I may have 
this worthy Frier's Leave, whose Patience I have so far abus'd with 
my long Preface ; which, although it solace not him, it gave me that 
Delight^ as I coidd have travell'd farther in this Discourse, and never 
been tired. At last, with the Frier's Permbsion, and Promise of 
Attention, she goes on with her Tale, in this sort. 

' ' Yis dam?/ quod he, ' tel forth, and I wol her?.* (L 856). 
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A Comment upon the Wife of Bathes 
Tale, 

Jl the olb baie0 o£ kino Jlttonr^ 
(®£ Uihith tht Ipretmis 0peluii flrpit honour 

Prince Arthur , the Son of Vifier^ bom in C^mtro/^ was Cro\med 
King of Britain in the Tear 616. He was a Prince, for Spirit no 
less CouragiouSy than in all his Attempts Victorious. His Courage 
proclaimed him a man, and his good Fortune an happy man. He 
fought twelve several Battels against the Saxons^ and alwaies 
returned Conqueror. And having now to his succeeding memory 
reduced his Countrey to quietness, and planted the Peaceful Olive 
in his Confines ; to express his true Love to Chivalry, and memorize 
such who were not only Associates, but Assistants in his Victory ; 
He constituted the Order of the Bound Table, in which Order, he 
only retained such of his Nobility, as were most Renowned for 
Vertue and Chivalry. This Hound Table he kept in divers places, 
[^ especially at Oarlion^ Winchester^ and Camalet in Somersetshire. In 

memory of which Foundation, by the Testimony of Leylctnd^ there is 
yet to be seen in Denbighshire^ in the Parish of Llansavani in the 
side of a Stony Hill, a place artificially compos'd, wherein be four 
and twenty Seats for men to sit in, some less, and some bigger, 
according to their several Statures ; cut out of the main Bock by 
man's Hand ; where young people coming to seek their Cattel, use to 
sit, play, and repose : They commonly call it Arthur^s Bound Table. 
To insist on those Fabulous Belations which former times have 
broached touching this Prince, I will not, but refer them, who take 
delight in the Beport of such Wondets, to our Old Wives Legends. 
Let it suffice them, that in this King's daics (if they will take the 
word of a good Old Wife of Bath) 

tU toad this lonb fttUTlljeb of fairg' 
he (&lfe ([Mtxit, toitk her joIq compang &c 

1 In tholde da^es of the king Arthoiir, (L 1). 
"*" of fl 



* All was this laud falfild of fayeiye. (L d). 



76 The Wife of BaOCe Tale. Lines 17-27- 

King Oberon^ Quoen Mah, Prince Cricket, and his Paramour 
Pig-Widgeon, with all their fair Company, used io repair hither, 
and dance a Cinque-pace upon the l^Ieods, (if they had so much Art 
among them) Yea, by usual resorting and consortuig together, they 
became so familiar with our Milkmaids on the Downs, as Uiey would 
not only sport with them, but woo them and win them ; whence Uie 
Poet: 

Pug wooed Jug, a wily Cub, 

To drink tcith him a SUiibub, 

Which drunk, they en familiar grenr, 

As Jug beeatne one of the Crew. 

But this (saith our Wife of BiUh) was many hundred Years ago. 
King Oberon'e Eace is quite extinct and gone, or else confin'd to 
some other remote Island, where they reside. And she gives a 
Eeason of this. 

lot there w toont ia toalfe^ toa? an (Elfe 
Chert toalkelh noto tht limitonr htm^eUe. 

*Limitors and holy Friers supply the Place of Fairies. Tlieir 
Orizons, Anthems and Prayers have conjured down all Fayrios. 
Before times, young Wenches durst not safely go by themselves: 
Eveiy Bush had his Hob-thrush, but the world is well amended, 

SStomen mag go dafelg bp anb boun 
in euer^ bnsK nnt bnbet energ trt 
^here nvs no mother inaUm0 but he. 

Safe and secure may now our Maids be. No Inculnis, Goblin, or 
Night-mare shroud themselves in the Bushy Thickets to surprize 
them, or with a cold Sweat in the Nightimes to oppress them : The 
devout Frier liath scared them. There is no other Incubus but he. 
Neither need they fear any Dishonour; for nothing but holy 
Honesty attends the Frier. 

tub 00 fell tt,^ that thi0 king ^rtour 
ab in hi0 honee a ludtg bacheler. 

Amongst others of his Princely Retinue, for whom only this brave 
Victorious Prince reserved his Round TdfUe^ one Lusty Youth there 
was in his Courti who giving Beius to his Desire, encountrcd a young 
amorous Maid, and ravish'd her; The Report of this Rape within 
few daies came to King Arthur* s Ear, who, to expiate the Guilt of 

> lUad'walken.' 

* A Proprias Limiies Terris iiUjHwendo^ «C* removciU ibu$ AnalkcmaUi 
detiunciatido dieti^ %U vertsimVe €tL (R, IL) 
' Aud so Ufel it, kc (L 26). 
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The Wife of Bath's Tale. Lines 3^-50. 77 

8o foul a Crimo^ and free bis lioyal Court of all Dishonour, denounced 
upon this wanton Courtier due Censure : Which Censure (as may be 
probably conceived) was grounded upon the Statute then, as now in 
Force; That he who committed any Eape should suffer Death, 
Albeit, in those dales, an especial kind of Death was inflicted on the 
Bavisher, and that was, ho should lose his Head; to counterpoize 
this Offencoy in depriving another of her Maiden-head. 

fiut that the Queue, anb other lahies nur 
§0 long ^muben the king o£ grace^ 
HiEiU he hi0 life grannteb in that plare 
Jtnb jjane him to the xjuene 

A» it hath been ever accounted the highest Honour for. Knights 
to afford succour and relief to distressed Ladies, so hath it been the 
custom of Noble and Affable Ladies to commiserate the Miss-fortunes 
or Overtures of dejected Knights. Such Favour found this young 
Gentleman at the Hands of his Queen and her Ladies : who, no 
sooner heard of this Judgment of Death pronounced upon him, than 
with Fmyers and Tears (prevalent Suitors to a compassionate Prince) 
they laboured to reverse that Sentence, and afford some comfort to his 
approaching Ruine. As they pray*d, so they prevail'd; The King 
(a ^lirror in his time, both for Justice and Mercy) gives this 
Knight's Life to his Queen, to dispose of, as shaU best like her.. 
Nor need he fear ought else than a gracious Usage at her Hands, 
from whose SoUicitancy he had received his Reprieve, if not Reversal 
of Judgment 

^he jquene thanheth the king b)ith all her might 
Jtixh after thi0, thus i^pake i^he to the knight &c. 

The Queen, after due thanks rendered unto the King, for speed- 
ing so well in her Suit, takes Opportunity to talk with this Knight ; 
and tels him how, indeed, by her means, she had procured his 
Reprieve for a time ; but yet he was not to hold himself safe nor 
secure from danger. His Life was given her, and she would bestow 
it on him, provided that he performed what she propounded, and 
assoiled what she demanded. 

I graunt thee thu life, if that than fjinet tell me* 
SBhat thing id it, that toomen mo5t hediren 
^etoare, anb ke)re the ^^^^^ ^^^"^^ ^^^^ ^1^^ i^^^*' 

1 So lonce preyeden the king of graicS; (L 89) . 

Til lie ni8 lyf )iim grauuted in the plac& 
' I grants thee lyf, if thon canst tellen me (L 48). 
' Be war, and keep thy nekke-boon from yren. (t 60). 



78 The Wife of BaOCe Tale. Ltnes 51-6a 

A necessary Caution for this condemned Gentleman. As if she 
should say, Go to Sir, your Fact was hainous, for which you have 
here your Sentence. The Sentence of Death, you know, to be 
already pronounced ; to attemper the sliarpness of which Censure, I 
have interceded for you ; and so far prevailed, as it is now in my 
hands whether you live or die. Nor is my Brest so steeled, as alto- 
gether insensible of Compassion. Yet must such a Crime as you 
have committed, sustain the difficulty of some Task before it be 
remitted. This Question then you must resolve me, if ever you 
mean to expect any Favour from me. It concerns our Sex, as from 
our Sex you are to acknowledg the Benefit of your Life. 

Inb i{ thou can0t not tell it vxt tinon . 
^et tooU £ sent tht lent tor la gon 

tto)eltte month nnb a ban, to i^tkt nv}^ Itxt 
in amstoetje f^vMcxttd in thi0 mattrt. 

If the Question seem too intricate, I will give you a twolvo- 
moneths time to consider of it ; yet with Sureties for your Return 
at the Years end. Go to, this is all the Favour I will show you. 
HBo tDa0 the knight, anb 0or0lufuUB he 0iketh. 

Mightily perplexed was this distressed Knight ; but seeing there 
is no Bemedy, but he must either assoil this Question, or despair of 
Safety; he prepares himself for his Journey. Wherein, you may 
suppose, what Coasts he frequents, with what people of all Qualities 
and Conditions he consorts ; he leaves no place unsought, where he 
conceives the least hope that this Question may be assoil'd. 

§ut he ne couth ariuen in no co0t 
there a0 he might ffnb in thi0 matere^ 
^too treatnre0 accorbing sfere. 

As many Men so many Minds. A whole College of Physicians 
had not more different Opinions ; Nor all the antient Philosophers 
more discrepant Tenets concerning Felicity. Some said it was 
Kiches that did most delight them. Others thought Honours did 
most content them. Others held that Gorgeous Attire did highliest 
take them. Some said Mirth, others said Delight in Bed, others to 
be Widows oft Some, and those of the self-same Sex (for who 
knows better their hearts than themselves) taking compassion of this , 
poor perplexed Knight, and desirous to satistie him in what they 
could, unriveted the very Secrets of their own Brests, and told him 

> Wher-HB he migbte find^ in thia matere (L 67) 
Two croatur^ aocording^ in-fere. 



The Wife of BaOCs Tah. Ztnci 83-92. ' 79 

plainly what of all things in the world they for their parts nioet 
desired, and what of all others most contented them. For my part, 
said one, there is nought that delights me more, than to have Hearts- 
ease, to be cheared, cherished, flattered and pleas'd ; ever to have my 
Words seconded, my Arguments maintained, and in all my Business 
to have my self duly attended. Another of the same Sex, and for 
her Opinion, by all likelihood of the same Sect, starts up, and affirms; 
That for her part, she lov*d nothing better, than to be free and at her 
own Dispose ; to be countermanded by none, to do what she list ; 
not to be reproved for any Vice that she loved ; to be esteemed wise ; 
more free than nice ; more buxom than precise. 

JkoK tre\))ls there nt0 none ot vls alP 
If HUB toight tooll tlatot b0 on the sail* 
^hat toe nill kike 

Here this Good-wife of Bath puts in her Yye, and confirms their 
Opinion, who held that nothing delighted a Woman more than to be 
soothed, seconded, and humored. For whosoever (saith she) use to 
claw us on the Gall, or nettle us, they shall find us to have 
Stomachs. We cannot endure to be controlled ; give us the Swinge, 
or they that oppose us, are sure to be swinged. Again, If we be 
subject to any Vice, we cannot brook that any other's Eye should 
prie into our Bosoms. When we are lightest, we desire to be hehl 
demurest ; when most Vitious, to be reputed most Vertuous. They 
are lov*d most by us, who defend our Vices ; They offend us most, 
who stile not our Vices Vertues. 

^nb 00me men sain,' that greie helite haue toe . 
<^0r to ben holbe etable anb eke ^ecre^ 
^nb in one Tfrnfom 0teI)fa0tlB to htoell* 
^nb not betomg thing that men b0 tell.^ 

Here she proceeds in the Delivery of their several Opinions; 
when she shews, how some held it their highest Delight to be 
esteemed constant in their Courses, secret in their Counsels ; to hold 
tlieir first purpose immutably, and to conceal whatsoever was recom- 
mended to their Secrecy. But how lightly (saith she) we of our Sex 

> For trewely, tber ia noon of us all& (L 88). 

^ Read *galle.' 

' And somme aeyn, fce. H. 89V 

^ For to ben holden atablf and eek aecree (U 90). 

» Read'dweUe.' 

* And nat biwreye thing that men ns telle. (1. 92). 



80 Th4: Wife of Bath's Tale. Lifies 95-126. 

set by keeping of Counsel, that Fable of ♦ Midas^^ reported by Ooid^ 
will sulBciently discover. 

SHoU ge here the tale: 

(Dixtbe, among other thiuo0 ^malU 
S^aib, J{ttl)a0 hab buber xixs long heere0 
(growing o\x ht0 heel), ttoo a^^es ears. 

Mida^ quasi Vitfilv ^toXcov, because his Eies were blinded or filmed 
with Covetousness. He was King of Phrygia^ and one of the 
richest that ever reign'd. The Poets feign, that after he had restored 
SUenus unto BaecJius^ to gratifie his Courtesie, Bacchus promised - 
him what Gift soever he should demand; Upon which Offer, he 
desired that whatsoever he touched, might be into Gold turned. 
By which means, the very Meat which was provided for hiis Eepast, 
became Gold ; so as, though he su^fetted in Gold, ho famish'd for 
Food. Well then deserved he an Asses Ears for his Labour, who 
could not satisfie his Desires without starving Nature. Now to 
cover this Deformity (as may be supposed) he wore purposely long 
Hair, so as none know of it, save only his Wife, whom he especially 
trusted, and to whose Secrecy those long Ears of his were only dis- 
closed. She, who had solemnly vow'd never to disclose what he had 
recommended to her Trust ; both to keep her Oath, and yet disgorge 
her Stomach of that Secret, which lay so fretting and frying on her, 
as she must needs be delivered of it ; resolved one day to go down to 
a Marish near adjoyning, far remote from the sight or search of man ; 
where, just like as a Bittern puts his Beak in a Reed, and through 
the hoUowness of the Cane makes a shrill and sharp sound, so lay 
Midas Wife with her Mouth to the Water, using these Words ; Dost 
thou hear 9 thou Marisht my Htisband has a pair of Assess Ears; 
Hits is a Secret, none but my self knows of it; I would not for a 
world impart it. So, noto my Heart is eased : My Lace would have 
hroke^ if I had not discMd U. 

^he remnannt ot the tale, if se totll here 
^cbeth (Dnibe, anb there ge mas ^^ ^^^ 

This Story you may read in the Eleventh Book of his Metamor- 
pilosis, where the Reason of this Transformation is lively expressed. 

* Baeehits Bounty ao freely bestowed, was not so discreetly employed by 
Midas, as Ncvtune*$ Gifts were by Theseus : This bronght Midas to the Brink 
of Misery: Those wrought Thesus safe Delivery. (R. B.) 

^ Ovyd^, amouges oth^re thinses smale, (L 96)- 
Seyd^, Myda liadde, under his longf heresy 
Growings np-on his heed two asset exes. 
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^hi0 knight, of iDhich mg tale 10 0))eciaUB 
SSIhau that he Batoe. he might not come therebs 
^hid i0 to 0a5, tohat tDoman lonen mo0t 
SSIithin hid herte 0orolufbl loa0 hie go0te, &c.i 

lilany Coasts and Countries had this distressed Knigbt searck'd, 
sundry Folkes Judgments and Opinions had lie sought^ yet is he no 
nearer, than when he began. Different were theb Conceits, accord- 
ing to the Difference of their Minds. Nothing was definitely con- 
cluded, because their Judgments were so diversly distracted. On 
draws the time, in which his Summons cals him home ; which, rather 
than he will not keep, in regard of those dear Friends Words engaged 
for him, he resolves to suffer a thousand Deaths. Thus perplexed, 
wanders this Pilgrim Knight^ hopeless of any Eesolve for hb 
Question, and consequently out of all hope to procure his Pardon. 

fittt home he fioth, he nttght not 0oiottme' 
Vxz hag toa0 rome. he must home retntnt 
Vnb in hi0 toag, it hapncb him to ribt 
In all hi0 care, unber a toxtA 0ibt 
SBhere he 0atD upon a bannct aa' 
®i lal)ie0 foure anb ttoentg, anb set mo &c 

Amidst these distracted Cares of his, as he travels homeward (for 
approached was the time of his Return, with a general Expectance of 
his Eesolve) as he casts his troubled Eye aside, he sees a Company 
of dainty and delicate Ladies, Sylvanes or Wood-Nymphs all, leading 
a pleasant Dance near to the Forrest side ; Towards them ho address- 
eth his Course, in hope to receive some Comfort from them. But to 
increase his Anguish, no sooner draws he near them, than they vanish. 

^0 creature 0atD he that bare lift 

B^ue in the grene, he 0atD ditting an'olb toift^ 

Jl fouler toignt there maji no man betti0e. 

Beauty was gone, and Deformity left All those amiable Ladies 
were quite vanished ; and none remaining but an old Hag, whoso 
sight begot in him more Loathing than Loving. Those, whom former 
times have painted out for the most ugly, and worst-favoured Creatures 
that ever breathed ; even Nays^ Catastes^ Tli&ftylis^ were dainty Para- 
gons in Nature.* 

^ Witb-inii^ his brest fhl sorwefnl was the goost ; (!• 130). 

* Bat hoom he gooth, he niighte nat soioome. (1. Idl) 
The day was com§, that hoomward most^ he toame, 

* \Vher-a8 ho sangh np-on a dannce go— (L 185). 

* Save on the greu^ he saugh sittings a wyf ; (L 142). 

* This Mother-Midnight, sliap'd like a S%ocdci\ Hag, and by aU likelihood 
the Fayiics Midwife. (R. B.)- . --« 

BRATHWAIT. a 
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82 TIu Wife of Bath's Tale. lAnes 144-156. 

^grtitt the knight the x)lb toife gan ariee.* 
A proper Salute, and as mannerly a Regreet, you may expect, as 
an old Trot of her shape could afford. For thus she seems to 
accost him : ' God may you bless, young Gentleman ; for you look 

* like a bonny gameson Youth. What way bound you so fast down 
' by this uncouth Forrest t Sure, if I miss not my Mark, you are 
' out of your Aim ; for this is no High-way ; Sooth in God, there is 

* somewhat or other, that gripes you by th' Heart ; tor your fresh* 
< flowry Countenance looks pale. Is it Love, a God's Name, or some 
' sike giddy thing that girds you t 

^ell me tohat ge 0ekeii bg gour fag* 

^embbenture it mag tht better be 

^hi0 olb folke covtxu much thing (qh dhe) 

Wo old Trots are good for something. We have many fine 
Medicines in store, that lustier Hussies little wot on. Head your 
Eede to me then boldly, you shall find me an honest old^voman ; 
And a true trusty Friend in a Corner, though she be never so ore- 
spent by Nature, may do a Buxsom Boy a Pleasure. 

fg Me mother (qb this knight) tertatne / 

nam but beeb, but if that X can sain 
SSthat thing it is, that toomen vxot^t bedire 
€oxit. ge me toisse, X toolb quite toell gour hire.' 

His time limited is so shorty and so speedy his Task, as it admits 
no delay. He discovers unto ber the reason of his Kaunge in that 
desert and unfrequented Forrest. The Question that he is injoynod 
to assoil upon pain of Life, he declares unto her. Albeit small Coni- 
fort he expect from her. Tliis he no sooner imparts, than she returns 
from this unexpected Answer to bring him back to himself, from this 
high-beat Path of his approaching Danger. 

|)light me thg trouth here in mg hanb (qb iske) 
^he next thing that I require of the* 
^hon 0halt it ho, if it be in thg might 
S^tib £ tooU tell it gou. ox it be night. 

Dapper Youth, quoth she, this Geer is of some weight ; It is a 

dear wade, when your Life lies upon last Stake. Well, go to ; you 

have travell'd far, and you are never a Chip the wiser. You shall 

^ J^^JT^ the knight this olde wyf gan rise. (L 144). 
" • Tel lue, what that ye seken, by your fey! (L 146), 
Paraveutur^ it may the bettre be; 



ThisQ olde folk can muchel thing/ quod the. 
^ Coadf ye ine wisse, I wold^ wel Qiiyt^ your h] 
^ The nexte thing that I requero tnce (L 164). 



The Wife of Bath's Tale. Lines 158-174. 83 

800 an old Wifo lias some Wit But first you must requite me, or I 
mean never to resolve you. Give me your Hand-Promise, that after 
I have told you this Question, you will grant whatsoever I shall 
demand of you, if it be in your power ; Do not deny me, lest I leave 
you as I found you. 

2)atte here mg trought (qb the knight) E grannt.^ 
Life is sweet ; he will neither deny her, nor delay her, but vows 
truly to perform whatsoever shall be injoyned by her. 

^han qb dhe, Z mag me toell anattitt^ 

^hg life i« eidt * 

Be of good chear then. Your Life is as safe as mine,, and safer 
too ; for I have one Foot ith' Grave, as you may see, already. I will 
so truly resolve it, as tlie Queen herself, who first put this Question 
to you, shall before all that fair Assembly maintain it, that the 
proudest she that wears a Kerchief on her Head, shall not deny it. 
Withdraw your self into that Arbour, and I will tell you. 



SEithottt lenger dpeche* 



^h0 r4)toneb 0he a v'xiAtl in his ere 

Jtnb bab him io be glab, anb hane no fere. 

The preciousest £ar-Eing that ever ho wore. What he had 
sought for among so many Beauteous Damosels, in so many fre- 
quented places, in such eminent Courts, and could never attain, ho 
finds now in the Brest of an old withered Hag, in a wild Forrest, far 
remote from the Seat or Sight of men. Suppose him then, thus pro- 
vided, now approaching the Court, where he is expected according to 
liis Day limited, to return his Answer, where he is either to come off 
with Honour or Danger. 

(^he ([wtwt her self, sitting as a jnstise) 
^sdembleb ben. his anslDere for io here 
^nb aftertoarb this knight toas bobe apere. 

A great Assembly of women are purposely come to Court to hear 

this Knight's Answer, and to give their Judgments, as may be 

thouglit, whether this Question to him proposed, were by him truly 

or no resolved. A general Silence by an Tes, thrice publickly 

cried, was to all Women injoyned. A Task, I grant of no small 

difficulty, but this was, to th* end this Knight should not be intex^ 

rupted. The Knight, after his Appearance, and so free Audienoe, 

1 ' Have beer my tronthe,' (|Uod the knight, ' I gran.te.' (L 157). 
' ' Tliaiine/ (|nod she, ' I dar ine wel avaiite,' (1. 158). 
• "XVith-ottteu lenger speche (L 164). 
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with a shrill Voice and stout Spirit, as one confident of his Answer, 
'/'] assoiles the Question with this Resolution : 

i i ^2 Vxtqt labg ' fltnerallg. qb. ht 

. j (^omeu I)e0irm ia hnut aoxxttnxxdt 

I ' Ji.0 toell oxttt her hu^bonbd m her lone 

i Jlnb for to ben in maietrjj turn abotu 

I ^hi0 t0 sour most ieeire, thoufik je me kill* 

l!; ^otk E0 sou liet, £ am here at sour toill.* 

-j There is nothing which a woman desires more than Sovei-aignty ; 

, ! Command is her Content ; Dominion her Minion ; her will her Weal. 

This the Poet confirms : 

i '' 

11} Nor Love, nor Life, nor Liberty, nor Land, 

jij Can please a Wench, unless she Juive Command. 

! ;| Soveraigntj is such a Pearl in her Eye, that Life is a loathin<]^ 

p unless it be attending. Thus hath he returned his Answer; now 

hear what Applause it receives in this fair Fceminine Assembly... 

i In all the rourt na0 there toife ne maib* 

I £it toiboto, that contrarieb that he 0aib 

I ; $ut 0atb, he toa0 toorthg han hi0 life.' 

' ; By general Voice and Vote he is held worthy to have his Life. 

, Tlieir own Bosoms else would have condemned them, and netled the 

old rivell'd Hag, from whom he receiv'd that Answer, and who all 
the time had been silent, to have stirred her glib Tongue among 
them. Now imagine, after this Question so fully resolved, and the 
whole Court of Women ready to be dissolved, with what unexpected 
Joy this Late perplexed Knight was transported; which, (behold 
the Mutability of all Earthly Comforts, ever sweeter in Ambition 
than Fruition) was as quickly exiled, by another Occurrent which 
now succeedeth. 

Jitth toith that toorh, xtf 0tert the olb toife^ 
Mhirh that the knight fonb 0ittin8 o\x the grene 
d^^errg (qb 0he) mg 0Otteraine labg unmt — 

No sooner was this Question resolved, the Knight pardoned, and 
all ready to depart, than up starts this old Trot^ and appeals to the 
Queen, who sate as Chief Justice ; to whom she exhibits her 
Petition, after that^ like another Omphada, she had unnimbly rushed 
down upon her four Quarters, and in her best homely manner had 

> Read' kille' and 'wills.' 
B was the 
was worthy Iian hia lyf.' (1. 189.) 



' I 
; .1 



' In al the court ne was ther wyf ne mayde (1* 1^7). 
■ But se^den. 'he was worthy han his lyf.' (1. 189.) 
« And with that word up stirto th^ olde wyf (L 190). 
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Tke Wife of Bath's Tale. Lines 198-206. 85 

dono her Reverence : " Madam, I am an -old woman, and so most 
** youngest here be, if they live to*t ; yet an old woman deserves her 
" due as well as the youngest : This gay Knight, simply though I 
" stand here, was taught by me his Answer : for which he phghtod 
" me hiB Troth, that whatsoever I should demand at his Hand, if it 
" lay in his power, he would perform. 

£cfore the conrt than ymo X the dir knight 
((Qb. Bhe) that thou me take unto thg ^xtt 
Sox toell thott tDotdt, that 1 haue ke)rt thg life. 

You shall not say, Sir Knight, that I love you ill ; both to save 
your Life, and procure you a Wife, is no moan CouHesie. I mean to 
bestow no worse than my self on you; and many a poor Knight 
would be heartily glad of a worse Choice. You know Promise is 
Debt ; nor can you pay your Debt^ unless you tender your self. 

If £ Bag false, 0aj{ nag ni^on thg fag. 
^hi0 knight ansluerb, alas anb toelatoag. 

She puts him to his Book-Oath, but he will neither take it, nor 
her by his goodwill. He must now turn over a new Leaf, and act 
another fresh Scene of Sorrow. For, thinks he, if Life be nothing 
without Society, what may tliat Life be worth, where he must live 
with her whom ho eternally loths t Thus to live were to die ; yea to 
die were to live, rather than cmbmce such a Life. Better thinks he, 
it had been by many Degi^ees, to have stood Mute, and submitted 
himself to the extroamcst Censure, than upon such hard toarms to 
have procured an Answer, the issue whei'cof will undo him for ever. 
He resolves then to make her a fair FrofEer, the Acceptance whereof, 
though it should make him a Beggar, yet in his Conceipt infinitely 
happier. 

^ake all mg goob, anb let mg bobs 8^. 

ITas ({b ehe, than £ dhreU)e b0 both tbio.^ 

As if he should say, I confess freely, that I have receiv'd an 
incomparable Courtcsie from you ; being the next Means under God 
and my Gracious Soveraign, of preserving my Life ; Nor will I deny 
but I promis'd you upon the Answer I receiv'd from you, whatsoever 
were in my power, I would freely and witliout exception give yon. 
But little did I expect that my self should be the Gift Alas ! You 
are an old Woman, and should think of other matters, than such 
youthful ^larriages. For what would this beget but Joiilousie in 
you, Discontent in me, and some miserable End to us 1x>th t This 
* * Nay tbau,' quod she, • I slircw^ us botlic two ! ' (1. 206). 



86 The Wife of Bath's Tale. Lines 211-212. 

Di-tparity in our Years, can make no true Ilannony in our Affections. 
Age, generally is more given to the World, than the Flesh : Accept 
then of my Fortunes, I lay them down at your Feet, and leave rae 
to the wide world to raise me an Estate. I have nothing too dear 
for you hut my self; release me of that, and take all. Tliis, he 
thought would have prevail'd, but he is far deceiv'dj She expressly 
answers him, that it was not his Fortunes that could content her ; 
No, nor all the precious Ore, liletals, nor Minerals of the whole 
Earth. As his own Life was by her means saved, so expects she 
that his own Person shall recompense it. Set your heart then at 
rest, saith she, as you receiv'd from me the Benefit of your Life, so 
nothing will content me but being your Wife and your Love. 

ftg lobe ((jb he) nag mg iampnation 
la0 that aug ot mg nation &c 
My Love, my loathing ! Hanging and wedding go by destiny, 
and he holds it disputable, whether his loss of life or choice of such 
a Wife, wore the greater Misery. He holds MaiiiaHh opinion in bis 
affiance to this woman. 

Paula lil'es 9)te, so »hall I never her^ 
Becfiuse sht^s old, unless she elder were. 

He -could be the better contented to marry her, if he were but 
persuaded that he should shortly become her Survivor ; mean time, 
this is his conceipt ; though, he received from her the benefit of his 
life, yet he holds his life at too high a rate to be enthralled to her 
love. Neither, as he verily thinks, would this disgrace which he 
should thus incur, by ingaging himself to this unweldy Beldame, 
who was a very fardel of Diseases, reflect only, upon himself, but on 
his whole Nation : For to describe her, and bestow on her her true 
Character, what was she, but a sapless seer stock without verdure ; 
a crawling creeping Cricket, without vigour ; a proportionless feature 
without favour! One, whose mouth like a common sewer, was ever 
driveling ; whose Nose, like a perpetual Limbeck, was ever dropping. 
The Sciatica had taken Possession of her Hip ; the Megrim of her 
Head; An aged Film had quite covered her Eyes; And an incessant 
Cough taken seizure of her Lungs. Her Mouth was discharged of 
the Grinders; from which issued such a Steam, as it would have put 
a Seijeant in mind of his Mortidity. -Vet must this proper Puss be 
this Knight's dainty Bride ; For howsoever he hold himself highly 
dis^mraged, his Nation dishonoured, his succeeding Hopes eternally 
dashed; 



; 



The Wife of BatKs Tale. Lines 214-228. 87 

^he tub is ihi0. that he 



CTondtntineb tost0. that uebes tnust he her toeb^ 
Jtnb taketh tht0 4)tb toife, anb goeth ta beb.* 

He must perform his Promise; Where woinon are Judges, the 
worst of their Sex must not be wronged. Now what a comfortable 
Bridal this was, let them judge, who have known the misery of a 
Loathed Bed. But no Kemedy in cases of such inevitable Necessity; 
He must put on the best Countenance he can, and learn to dissemble 
with the World, the bitterest of whose Discontents he hath now 
sufficiently tasted. 

|loU) toolben 0ome mm da^ paranentute 
HEhat for mrj negligence, xto no cure 
^0 tellen gou the jog anb the arrag* 
sShat at the feast \x>ns that tike bag. 

Now some (saith this old Wife of Bath) will i)crha|)s expect that 
I should speak of the Joy and Jollity, Feasts and Solemnity of this 
gooilly Marriage, As firsts how the Bride and Bridegroom were 
attired, with what Comiianies attended, what Dainty Gates were 
provided, how tlie Feasters were nuikcd, with what Musick and 
l^Ielody cheared. 

^0 the tohich thing an^Uiere shortlg £ shall^ 
£ 0ag there toas no jog ne feest nt all. 

Tliey that expect any jovial Day at such a Bridal-Day, are much 
deceived ; There was nothing there but Pouting, Louring, and Cloudy^ 
Weather ; All things were out of temper ; No Consort could kee^ 
any Concord, when the Cliief of the Feast were at such moi-Ud Dis- 
cord. They that came to their Table, might be sure to find store 
of Foul in every Comer ; Foul Looks, Foul Lips, Foul Linnen. Well 
may we think then ; 

(gret tDae the $oroU) the knight hab in hid thought* 
SSIhan he toad toith hid toife a bebbe ibronght. 

He is now entring his Mount JEina, or his Caueotme rather; for 
she is cold enough for any sea<^n. A perpetual Feaver now afflicts 
liim. Best he cannot, yet may she rest^ and will uoU 

^ Constreyned was he ncdes most hir wedde (L 215). 
' And taketh his old^ wyf, and gooth to beda<$ 



» . . . and al tharray 0. 219). 

Tliat at the fcste was that like day. 
* To whiche thing shortly answer^ 1 vhal, (1. 221) 

I sey^, thor iiaa no Joy^ ne fost^ at aL 
' Greet was the wo the knight hadd^ in his thoght, (L 227). 



88 Tlu Wife of Bath's Tale. Lines 229-249. 

%e toalotoeth, nn) tnnteth to an) ixo} 

^i« oli toife l«B smiltng ctttrma 

^nb datb : (!) I^ere husbDul^e, ® betuitcite 

Jfareth euers knight thnt m sef ' 
Wliile he makes his Bed his Rack, turning to and fro, tossing and 
wallowing in his Sheets of Shame, for so he holds them, his Bed- 
fellow expostulates the Cause with him, and with a comfortahle 
Smile, as you may gather, by her amiable Favour and Feature, thua 
accosts him ; * Good God, Dear Husband, what a tossing and turning 

* you make ! Fares every Knight with his Wife as you do 1 Is this 

* the Comfort of a first Nights Marriage 1 Marry, Fie upon Wedding 
'and this be it Are King Arthur's Eoiights so dainty of their 

* Love, as they will tender no Benevolence to them from whom they 
' receive the Benefit of their Life % Sure, others are neither so coy 

* nor curious, so dainty nor dangerous of their Busses nor Embraces 

* as you be. Am not / she, who preserved your Life from Danger, 

* and since have married you^ which deserves some Honour % How is 

* it then, that like a mad man, you shew this Distemper, and with- 

* hold tliat Freedom of Love fronf me, which you ought in duty to 
' tender) First Night had been no such great matter, if you had 

* been more sparing of your Love hereafter. 

Jb» tohal t0 mg fliltf for goi0 lone tell me it* 
%xCt it dhall be nntenheb if I mag. 
^ntenhe) (qh tht0 knight) ala0 nag itap &c 

Sure my Guilt cannot be so great, but if you look on the Means 
of your Safety, that will excuse me; But if I have been in ought 
blame-worthy, do but impart it^ and I shall amend it. Amend it 
(quoth the Knight) tliat'9 impossible. When I look on thy De- 
formity, it makes me quite forget the means of my Safety. Thy 
Presence makes my Bed loathsom ; thy Old Age and base. Birth 
make my Life wearisom. No wonder then, if I thus toss, turn and 
turmoil my self, when I see no Object that may afford to my restless 
Misery the least Hope of Comfort. Burst then, poor hapless Heart, 
since thou art destitute of all Hope, and deprived of all Means of 
Help. 

I0 this (qb dhe) the cause of sont unrest? 

^e rertainlg qb he, no toonber nis. 

^ He walweth, and he tiumeth to and fro (L 229) 

His olde wyf lay smylinge evermo, 

And seydiS, o dere honsrond, ben*eiUf 
^ Far^th every knight tlins with his wyf as ye I (1. 282). . 
> W]iat is my gilt f for godd^s lov«, tel me it, (L 240). 
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Tlu Wife of BaOCs Tale. Lines 250-274. 89 

AVhaty saith she, is this all you can object against me 1 Is it my 
Base Parentage, or Mean Personage the only Keason of your Distast 1 
Yes, answers he, what Reasons can bo greater, when neither outward 
Worth, nor Equality of Birth suits >yith mine Honour I 

lolD dtr {qb sht) I couth amen) all this 
If that me list, tx it toere iaiw three 
§0 toell se mtght^ beare s^^ ^nto me. 

Well Sir, these are no such great Eyesores, but they might be 
cured ; yea, and before three Daies were expired, if you demeaned 
your self towards me as became a Loving Husband. But whereas 
you stand so much upon Gentility of Blood ; Trusi me, sweet Spouse, 
these Titles are but Trifles. Those only are to be held generous, who 
are Vertuous ; those Ignoble, who are Vicious. Nobility of Blood, 
if it want inward Worth, is soon corrupted ; and the highest Family 
without Yertue, stained It is true, we derive from our Ancestors 
our Descents, yet if we come short of them in Deserts, we more 
dishonour them, than we are honoured .by them. For howsoever 
they confer on us their Inheritance, they cannot leave us their Good- 
ness; That must be by our own Endeavours obtained, not to us 
Lineally derived. He is a right Gentleman, that has gentle Con- 
ditions ; from whence he took his Name, as it agreed best with his 
Nature. 

Witl ran the taiee pocte of Jloreufe 

^hat hight JJaunte, «}>eke in thia sentence.* 

Dauntf a Famous Italian Poet, of whom succeeding times have 
given this Approved Testimony ; 

Ingenuous Daunt, who had the Art to fit 
His Subject to his Verse, his Verse to it 

He was Laureat in his Time, and of such a pregnant present 
Gonceipt, as he was no less honoured by the Eminentcst Princes 
then living ; who joy'd to be his Mecoenas : than memorized after his 
Death with a rich and sumptuous Monument, with his Effigies to 
Life engraven on it 

^0 in such manner rime is flaunted tale 
Jul Btlbt xxp riseth by hie bramuhee emale 
proU)e$9e of man: for (Sob of hie ((oobneeee 
^ol that toe rlaim of him oxtt genttlneeee.' 

» Read 'mighte' (1.262). 

3 That highte Dant, Bpckcn in this sentence; (L 270). 

' Wol that of him we claymf our gentillesse ; (i, 274). 
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90 Ths Wife of BcUKs Tale. Zities 294-310. 

Here tliis oltt Woman shews her self graced with inward Worth, 
though she want outward Part^ in a free Delivery of her Heading 
both in Poetry and Philosophy. Wherein she first repeats Daunfa 
Divine Sentence, how we are to attribute all glory unto God, from 
whom we receive not only outward Prowess, but all inward Good- 
ness. From our Elders, we may receive Fortunes and Temporal 
Blessings, which usually prejudice most, where they are possess'd 
most: But for inward Abilities, it is not in their power to derive 
them to us, nor bestow them on as. And he gives the Reason, which 
he confirms with a Familiar Instance : Fur, saith he. Should Good- 
ness be derived linoally, then where there is any goodness in the 
Ancestor, it should diffuse and propagate it self to all his Family ; 
None that descended from hiai, should be addicted to any Villany : 
There would be an Heritage of Goodness in the whole Linage. Just 
as Fire, should you carry it into the darkest Cell betwixt Heav'n and 
Frozen Caueasw, yet would it^ according to its Natural Quality and 
Ol>cration, give Light and Heat ; Tlie Darkness of the House could 
neither obscure nor extinguish it; till what fed it were consumed, 
and so it self became quenched. But it is far otherwise with Gentry; 
it derives no such Native Motion nor O^xsration from her Family. 

for qdh it taot, mttt maj) full often tiixb^ 
lorbtd son bone shnme mxb billnuB 

As Bastard-Slips take seMom deep Root, so the freest and most 
generous Plants bring not alwaies forth most Fruit. The hopefullest 
Cyens are oft-times most degenerate. CatUitie and Cethegiis were a 
shame to their Fathers ; So were Seniphronia and Ltieifla to Uieir 
^[others. He or she then (saith this Moral Bride) that would be 
accompted Generous, let him bo Yertuous ; He cannot be a Gentle- 
man, that is not endowed with a Gentle Mind. Be he or she never 
so nobly Descended, if DeKiuch'd, they are but Peaf*ants. Neither 
can we justly challenge to our selves any H«>nour from our Ancestors, 
if we second them not in Actions worthy the Henown of those 
Ancestors. It is neither Priority of Place, nor Nobility of Race, 
that deserves Approving, but Gentleness and Affability, which from 
God have their sole B^inning. 

^hiukcth holD noble, as enitk t)aleriu0 
c£ta0 tkilke ^nlliue ^stiliue. 

> For, f^od it woot, men may wol often nu«le (L 294) 
A lordcM aouf do uliaiu^ aud viloiiiyv ; (L 294). 



Tfu Wife of BalK$ Tale. Lines 315-328. 91 

TuUus HostHiuB, of whom so glorious a mention is made 

JM, 7. C i. 

by Valeriue Mcuimua, was the third King of the Bomane^ 
a Prince of Singular Sobriety, a singular Observer of all Yertnes ; 
Insomuch as his own Goodness rais'd him to that Greatness. His 
Poverty could not keep him from Imperial Dignity, because the Eyes 
of all good men were upon him ; by whose general Suffrage he was 
elected, and to a Regal Seat advanced. Peruse likewise the Works 
of Seneca and Boetiue^ twa Authors most sententiously Divine, and 
you shall find (saith this old Bride) that it is gentle Deeds that make 
one truly Gentile. By all which, she expressly concludes, that an 
Honourable Descent infers not ever Eminence of Desert ; For as one 
may be Low-bred and well disposed, so may one be High-bom, and 
ill-affected. 

Vnb thtrefore iere hnebonb, X thne n>nclttbt 

il toere it that mine anceter^ toere ntt 

let mas that hie %o\ anb 00 hoiie I 

^rauut me grace to liDe Dertauelg.* 

Surcease Husband, to twit me thus with Baseness of Birth; 
lliough mine Ancestors were rude, yet if God give me Grace to be 
good, my Yertuous life shall ennoble my low Line. Let not this 
therefore so much distast you, though my Descent be mean, I pur- 
pose to supply that Want by Deserts, if that may please you. 

tub there a0 ge of pouertie* me reprene 
he hie ®ob, on tohom that toe biltne 
£n toilful pouerte' cheee lo lebe hid Wit &c. 

Seconilly, Whereiis you seem so much to tax me for my Poverty; 
Tliat Condition is rather to be loved, than reproved. He who may . 
l>e a Pattern to us all for Iinitation, i)refeiTed voluntary Poverty 
before any other Condition. Neither may we think would He have 
chu8*d it, if there had been any Evil in it. The Philosopher saith, 
To be silent in Prosperity, chearful in Adversity, in both to shew an 
Indifferency, is the highest Pitch of Philosophy. It is the Saying of 
Sage Seneca, and other Learned men. That he only is Prosperous and 
Happy, who contents himself with his Poverty ; Admit he be not 
worth a Shiii to his hack, he has Wealth enough, who holds himself 
content He is the richest, whose Desires are fewest ; He the 
poorest, whose Wishes are fullest. There is no Poverty but Sin 
projxjrly. Juve^uxl si)caks merrily: 

* Gmnte mo grace to liven vertuously. (1. S18.) 
- llead 'povert' 
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92 The Wife of Bath's Tale. Lines 351-358. 

He that's so poor lie is not tooiih a Groat^ 
Before a Tliief nuxy sing a merry Note. 



; I I Yea, to describe more fully the Excellency of Poverty ; It is a 

.| Soveraign good, though generally hateful, inwardly fruitful. An 

I expedite Dispatcher of Business ; For howsoever we pay for Expedi- 

I I I tion in these Courts on Earth, this is that leads us in the expeditest 
^, : Ck)ur8e to tlie Court of Heaven ; It enlighteneth our Understanding, 

i enliveneth our Conceiving, rectifieth our Judgment, if in these Gusts 

; j , of seeming Affliction we be patient. These, and many other excellent 

r Fruits protluceth Poverty, though few. or none entertain it willingly. 

Nay, which is more, it brings Man to the Knowledg of himself, and 

of God, who, for his Love to Man, humbled himself. Be^des, It 

; is a very clear Mirror or Look ing-Glass, wherein he may distinguish 

Friends from Foes, and try whom he may safely trust. Bcprovo me 

then no more (Gentle Sir) for my Poverty ; nor grieve your self at 

that which brings with it more Comfort than Misery. " ■ 

totD 0ir, tkt of tlbt ne repreuei me^ 
nb rertea six, tUougn wont antorite 
lete in no boke jje geutiU of honour 
I §}xint that men shulb an olb taigU honour &c< 

I Lastly Sir, Wliereas you despise me for mine Age; If no 

Authority did enjoyn you, nor no Book inform you, that Age were 
to be reverenced, even your own Gentility would exact this from you, 
and that mbred Civility which Nature hath planted in you. When 
you see an Old Man, for the Reverence you bear unto his Age, you 
clepe him Father. Will you contemn me then, because I am like 
your Mother! In this respect, you should rather cherish, than 
discourage me, honour, than disparage me. 

Gray Hairs toere ottee in reoerewe tUl now^ 
So were deep Furrows in an Aged Brow. 

Believe it Sir, though * Gray Hail's be young mens Terrors, they 
are old mens Treasures ; Though young mens Laughter, they are old 
mens honours. More Experience is here shrouded, than Fair Looks, 
or Fresh Locks ever yet attained. 

ilolD there as ge eaiu,' that £ am fonle an) olbe 
%han brebe sou not to btn a roketoolbe. 

^ Now, 811^, of elile ye reprove me (L 851). 

* Seyn that men shold^ au old wigut doou fiiTour, (1. 354). 

• Now thcr ye aey^, kc 0« 867). 

* Cani Jmcchmui Stteelra^ ScuHtn Specula; Juvenum Lmlibria, Seuum 
Decora: Adag. (R. B.) 



The Wife of BatKs TaJU. Lints 361-373. 93 

Now whereas you still cast in my Dish, mine Age and Deformity; 
This you may use for an Antidote against Jealousie. When you .are 
abroad, you need not fear me ; Affection is grown so cold in me, it 
can work no strong Effects on my Phantasie. Neither will any one 
desire much to court me, for my Deformity. Decrepit Age and want 
of Beauty, are sufficient Guardians to preserve Chastity. For as Age 
is ever attended on by Honour, it is with more Keverence loved than 
lusted after. 

?ut nathelee/ sAxt X knoto B^itt htlitt^ 
J5hall fttlffl gour toorlblu app^etite. 
(!rhe0e noto (qb she) out ox thcec thiuge* ttoea 
^0 hstue me foule an) olbe, til that x beg 

txCt be to sou a tretoe humble b)i{e 
ub neuer gou bidpleaee in all mg life 
(8)r el0 tool gon haue me gong ^xA fairt* 

tttb take gour abuenturdt of the repairs 
hat dhal tome to nour honoe, berauet of mt 
(Dr in some other pfnre, mag b)ell btf 

But go too Sir; I see these pleas will hardly please. The Bride 
that lyes by you must be beautiful or she will not content you. 
Beauty is a dainty Pearl in your eye. Well; you shall have your 
desire : There is nothing that may delight you, wherein I will not 
satisfie you, if it be in my power to grant you. Go to then, I will 
offer to your choice two things, wherein please your self, and you 
shall please me who am your second self. First is, whether you will 
have me aged and deformed as I now am ; and so find me an humble, 
loving, and affable Wife, unwilling to displease you, ready at bed 
and board to be disposed by you, in all respects conformable unto 
you. Or else, you will have me young and fair, and subject your 
self to the hazards of beauty. For well you know, that as youth is 
sooner tempted, so is beauty soonest tainted. I cannot avoid it but 
I must have Suitors to court me. Servants to comfort me, dainty Di- 
dappers to visit me. Your house must be alwayes open to Strangei8| 
mine arms to embraces, my perfum'd Lips to youthful Kisses. 

folD the0e uour deluen b)hethet that |{on liketh 
hie knight auiseth him, anb sort mketh 
|Sut at the laet, ht daib in manert:^ 

1 But natlielees, sin I know^ your delyt (L ^^^X 

s Read* tbingea' (L 868). 

' Or elles ye wol han lae yong k fair (L 867) 

And tak^ yonr avontur^ of tne repair 

That slial be to yonr bona, &o. 
^ But atte lastf he seyd^ in this manere, (L 878). 
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94 The Wife of BcUKs Tale. Lvics 374-384. 

fS labs ^)^^ ^i^S ^o\xt, an) toife so bere 
put me ttt i)our toise gonetnannce 
(Ehe^eth jionr odf, U)hirh mau be more i^leasimce^ 

fub modt honour to i)ou anii me also 
bo no fx>rre tohcther of the ttoo* 

The world id well amended ; Now when it is in hia choyco, he 
stands indifferent for her Change. Yet could he find in his heart 
that she had Beauty, so none might share with him in her Beauty. 
But Jealousie is such a dangerous Malady, as to prevent all occasion, 
he will content himself with her Deformity, rather than become 
subject to so cureless an Infirmity. First therefore he here adviseth, 
then sigheth, lastly thus conclude tli : Albeit, Dear Wife, you may 
imagine what Comfort it would be to me to enjoy a Beautiful Bed- 
fellow ; one whose outward Parts might make her honoured where- 
over she resorted ; and whose ^weet Society might allay my Distasts, 
and improve my Comforts whensoever occasioned ; yet shall not you 
find me so drenched or drowned in sensual Delights, as to prefer 
mine own Appetite before the Light of Iteason. I understand by 
your grave and discreet Arguments, that you ore wise, which is tb be 
incomparably valued above all outward Beauty. Make choyce then 
of what may seem best in your own Discretion ; I will in no wise 
give way to my own blind Affection ; which of these two soever may 
tender you most Pleasure and Honour, chuse it, and so dis])ose of me 
and it, as your Honour may be most advanced by it. I shall hold 
my self content whether of these two you accept 

Jot ae gon Uketh, it mtBifstth nu. 
%hau haue X got ot sou the' mastrie (qb she) 
§iu X mag chtt^t, anb ji)neme ae mg U^t^ 
Be rertee toife (qb he) f holb it for tht* bert 
^t00e me (qb mt) b)e bt no Unger torotht 
Jot bg mg ttueth, X tooll be io gou bothe &c 

^ow what she so long aim'd at, she has got ; her oum Will ; and 
therein, which may seem more strange, his Happiness. You have 
given me, saith she, the Mastery; which shall be such a Govern- 
ment, as it shall not have the least tast of- Tyranny. Tliis you have 
done so freely, as it in joins my Usage to be friendly. Go to Sir ; 
You shall hence find what Benefit an obedient and observant 

^ Cheseth vour-self, wliich may be most plosance, (I. 876). 

* I do no fort tho whether of the two (L 878). 
» Omit 'the.' 

* Sill I may cheso, and goveme aa me lest t (L 881). 
•Omit* for the.' 
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Husband niay reap by resigning bis Will to the Will of his Wife : 
You stood doubtful at firsts whether of those two Offers wbidi I 
made you, were to be accepted by you ; Tliat is, whether you would 
have mo continue as I am. Aged and Deformed, but withal Constant, 
Continent, and to your Command Obedient ; Or Young and Beauti- 
ful, but withal Youthful, and in danger to become Incontinent. But 
now I shall take from you all Occasion of Doubting, and make you 
happy in your Affection. For I will be to you both Young and 
Beautiful ; and withal so constant in my Love, so Continent in my 
Desires, so Moderate in my Delights, so Temperate in my Resolves, 
so Discreet in my Directions, so Yertuously Good and Gracious in 
all my Actions, as you shall find your Happiness fully Crowned in 
enjoying me. Nor will I feed your Hopes with any long Delay ; 
For by the next Morning, shall my Beauty be such, as* no Lady from 
East to West may com^iare with me ; whereof, with my Life, dispose 
as may best please you. 

txA 00 thej) eltpte till it b)<t0 moroto grate 
nb than 0ht saib, tohau it \om baie^ 
Caet t}u the rourteine^ anb loke hoto it t0.^ 
S^xtb mhtn thid knight 0ato all this 
%hat 0he 00 f aire \om mxb 00 song thert0 . 
^ox joy he hent her in his amtes ttoo. 

Howsoever it be said, that they both slept; It is probably to be 
doubted, whether he, at leasts slept or no. Such a longing desire he 
had to see this approaching Hour of her Transmutation. But when 
this happy Hour was approached, Aurora her bumish'd Beams dis- 
persed, and the Curtain drawn aside, by which this Brides Beauty 
might be discerned; it is not to be imagined how strangely this 
over-joyed Bridegroom was intranced. Straigbt-waies he inwreaths 
her in his Arms, looks Babies in her Eyes : and as one ombathed in 
Bliss, a thousand times a row he kisseth her, meerly transported with 
joy for the Beauty he saw in her. 

Thus did they surfet it in midst of Plenty ^ 
Ten Kisses sliort as one, ofie long as Twenty. 

To treat farther of it^ I will not ; Modesty would have this Sub- 
ject enskreencd, & left to the Imagination to conceive it Let it 
suffice, that as her Beauty could not chuse but give him Content^ so 

> These two lines aria Bpurions, and possibly composed by Brathwait himself. 
' Cast up the cuitin, lokf bow that it in. (). 893) 
And whan the knight saugh verraily al this 
That she so fair was, and so yong tuer-to. 



1 ;: 



f r 



! .1 
i t 
; i 

I .1 



ii 



96 The Wife of Bath's Tale. Lines 402-408. 

vras she to him constant and obedient : In which mutual Affection ; 
seconded with i>erfect Joy, free from all Jar, they continued till iheir 
Lives ended. 

,^Hi Jfestt (SThridt u^ eenbe 

!)U9bonl)c0 meke, nong. anb freeh a bebbt 
Inb grace to ouerltne hem that toe toeb.^ 
tub I iJtag to ©ob, to dhort her liuee 
^hat b)tU not be gouemeb bg her toiues 

^xC^ olbe aub angrg nigarbe0 of bis^jence 

®ob 0cab hem «one a berg peBtilenre.* 

Here at last this good Old Wife of Bath ends her long Relation 
with a serious Supplication ; By which she shews that she has one 
Colt's Tooth yet left ; Neither doth she pray only for her self, but 
for the whole Congregation of her Sex: Tliat they may have 
Husbands Meek^ to live with, Yaung, to love with, and Fresh, to lie 
with ; That they may ever be their Survivors ; That such Husbands 
may have short Lives, who will not suffer their Wives to be Grovem- 
ors; And that a Pestilence may light on all such Husbands and 
Niggardly Cot-queans as cannot dispose of their o^vn, but are Miser& 
And so ends she her Story to make her Audience merry. Thus then 
will we conclude, our Comment, and recount the Comical Passages of 
their Nuptial Content, woven up in these Verses. 

Tlte Kin^s appeased, the Queen rests satisJTd, 
Tlie Bridegroom joyes in his netO'foi*in£t.l Bride 
No Part Ml her appears froni Top to Toe 
But may give Nature tlumksfor maJnn^t so ; . 
Inward and Outward Graces joyntly meet. 
To make his Comfort in her more compleat ; 
Long did they live together in true Love, 
Wliile each tcith other in Affection strove : 
" May all Folk man'y so that woidd live ioell, 
**0r 1st tJiem tarry, and lead Apes in Hell. 

^ And grace f overhydQ hem that we wedde (1* ^04). 

And eek I preye Jesu shorty hir lyres 
* God senile iiem sone verray pestilence (L 408). 
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>r\Fter tnich time as the Autor, upon the imdaney of stmdry 
Pei'sofis of Quality y had fini8h\l his Comments upon 
these Two Tales ; the Peimsal of them begot that In- 
fluence Over the clear and weighty Judgments of the 
Strictest ami Rigidest Censors ; as their high Ai^prove- 
ment of them ifuiuced their Importunity to the Author to go on with 
the rest, as lie hail successfully done uith these Two first: Ingenuously 
protestimj, thai they hail not read any Subject discoursing by toay of 
Illustration, ami runnimj Descant on sucJi Light, but Harmless 
Fancies, more luimlsomly couched, nor modestly shadotced. AU 
whicli, though urgently pr€ss\l, rx)uld male no Impression on the 
Author/ For his Definite Answer loas this: " That his Age, icitJi' 
" out any Appellant, might render his Apology ; ami priviledge him 
**from Commentmg on Conceptions {icere they never so pregnant) 
** being interveined with Levity, Saying; 

** Of such light Toyes Hee'd ta'n a long Adew, 
*' Nor did He mean his Knowledge to renew. 

" Neither could he entertain any sucJi thought of Perfection in 
'* these, beiJig begun and finisli'd in his Blooming Years \ wherein the 
** Heat of Conceipt, more than the Dejith of Intellect dictated to his 
" Pen, TJie Remainder of his How's henceforth teas to number his 
*' Daies.- But if ^son's Herb should revive him, ami store him with 
** a new Plumage, Jie was ^tersuaded thai his Youthful Genius could 
" not bestow his Emleuvour on any Author with more Pleasure nor 
" Complacency to Fancy, than the Illustrations of Cliaucer. 

BRATHWAIT. H 
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Amidst this Discourse^ a Critick stepping in, objected out of the 
Quickness of his Censure, much like that Phantastical Madam, who 
drew Rapsodies/ro7>i Iter Carpet, that he could allow well 0/ Chaucer, 
if his Language were Better. Whereto the Author of tJiese Comr 
mentaries return\l him this Ansu^er: ^* Sir, It appears, you prefer 
•'Speech before the Head-piece; Language before Invention; wher&-' 
** as Weight of Judgment has ever given Invention Pnority before 
** Language. And not to leave you dissatisfied. As the Time wlierein 
^ " these Tales were im'it, rendered him incapable of the one ; So his 

" Pregnancy of Fancy approved him incomparable for the other. 
Which Answer stilCd this Censor, and justified the Author; leav- 
ing New-holme to attest his DeseHs; his Works to perpetuate his 
Honour. 

FINIS. 
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Chaucer Sneietjf'i PuhUcatieHi: Ste^nd Serift, 7 

15. OrigUwh and Auttfoguet of CkttMcer't Canterburif Taiet^ Part III. 18. The 
Stor^* uf ConHtMncc, for the Man of Lnw*» Tale. 14. The Boy killd by a Jew for 
T \ ' singing * Gaude Maria/ an Analogue of the Priorett's Tale. 15. The Farit Beg»ur« 
r ' ; boy nmrdcrd by a Jew for singing * Alma rcdeniptoris mater ! ' an Analogue of the 
Fn'ore»s*g Tale; with a Poem by Lydgate. Edited by F. J. FumivaU. 
! 16, EiSfti/aoH Cfiattefr,/iis JrordtaMd jrorki^Vartlll, 7. Chaucer's Priorena, her ' 

Kun Chaplain and 3 Prie8t^ illustrated from the Paper Sur\'eT of St Manr*a Abbey, 
Winchester, by F. J. Fumivall. 8. Alliteration in Chaucer, i>y Dr. Paul Lindner. 
9. Chaucer a Wicliflite; a critical Examination of the IlarMHt Tahf by Herr Hugo 
Simon. 10. The ftources of the Wife of Bath*s Prologue : Chaucer not a borrower 
from John of SaliHbury. by the Rev. W. W. Woollcfimbe. 

17. SuppkmeHtary Caiittrbiiry T(tkt : 1. The Tale of Beryn^ with a Prologue of ' 
the merry Adventure of the Pardoner ^*ith a Tapster at Canterbury, re-edited from 
the Duke of Northumberland's unique MS, bv Frcdk. J. Fumivall. Part I, the 
Text, with Wm. SuiitVs Map of Canterbur}' in 1588, now first engravd from his 
r ' unique MS., and Ogilby*s Plan of the Road from London to Canterbury in 1675. 

^ ' ' Of the Seeond Series , the issue for 1878 (there w&s none in 1877) it, 

i : 18. Eaaayt o» Chauctr^ hit Wordt and Workt^ Part IV. 11. On here and ther$ 

j in Chaucer (hiM Pronunciation of the two 0*8), by Dr. R. F. Weymouth ; 12. On a. An 

; Original Version of the Kniyhd Tale; fi. the Date (1381) and Personages of the 

Parlament of Fatties; y. on Anelida and Areyte^ on Lollius, on Chaucer, and Boo* 

caccio, &C., bv Dr. John Koch, with a fragment of a later Palamon and Ereyte from 

the Dublin MS D. 4. 18. 

Of the Second Seriei, the issae for 1884 (none in 1879, *80, '81, *82, *83, '85) is, 

19. EssatfMOH Chaucer^ his Words and 7/ or At, Part V: 13. Chaucer's Pardoner: hie 
character illustrated by documents of his time, bv Dr J. J. Jusserand. 14. Why the 
Romaunt of the Jlftse is not Chaucer's, bv Prof. Skeat, M.A. 15. Chaucer's Sehipman^ 
and his Barge *The Maudclayne,' by P. Q. Karkeek, Esq. 16. Chaucer's Parson' $ 
Tale compared with Frere Lorens*s Houime de Vices et de Verttfs, by Wilhelm Eilera, 
Ph.D., 1882, englisht 1884. 17. On Chaucer's Reputed Works, by T. L. Kington- 
Oliphant, M.A. 

Of tlie Seeond Seriei, the issoe for 1686 is, 

20. Orighmls and Analogs of the Cfanterbury Talei, Part IV. Eastern Analogs I, 
by W. A. Clouston. 

21. Life-Records of Chancer^ Part III, «. The Household book of Isabella wife of 
Prince Lionel, third son of Edward III, in which the name of GEOFf met Chavcbk 
first occurs ; edited from the unique MS in the Brit. Mus., by Edward A. Bond, 
liL.D., Chief Librarian, b, Chaucer as Forester of North Petherton, ScrnieTset, 
1390— UOO, by Walford D. Selby, Esq. With an Appendix by Walter Rye, Esq., 
on I, Chaucer's Grandfather ; II, Chaucer*s connection with L}'nn and Norfolk. 

Of the Second Seriei, the ie.<me for 1887 is, 

22. Originals and Analogs of the Canterbury TaU$^ Fart V (completing the 
volume). Eastern Anal«>gs, 11,'by W* A. Clouston. 

23. John I^ne*s Continuatiofi of Chaucer's Squires TaJe^ edited by F. J. Fuinivall 
from the 2 MSS in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, a.d. 1616, 1630. Part 1. 

24. Sujwlcntcntary Canterbury Tales: 2, The Tale of Beryn^ Part IL Forewords 
by F. J. Fumivall, Notes bv F. Vipan, M.A. &c., and Glossary by W. O. Stone ; 
with an Essay on Analogs of the Tale, by W. A. Clouston. 

Of the Second Seriei, the issue for 1886 {wronf/ly ttMrlt Xa, ^for 1889) is, 

25. Early Enqlish Pronuneiatwn^ with especial reference to Shakspcre and 
Chaucer, by AlcxRiidor J. Ellis, Eso., F.R.S. Part V, and last. 

Of the Second Series, the issue for 1669 is, 

26. John Lane's Continuation of Chaucer's Squire's Tale. Part II, with an Essay 
on the Magical Elements in the &guire*s Tale^ and Analogues, by W. A. Clouston. 

Of the Seeond Series, the issue for 1890 is. 

27. The Chronology of Chaucer's Writings^ by John Koch, Ph.D,, Berlin. 
Of the Seeond Seriei, tlie issue for 1691 is, 

28. Obticrvations on the Language of Chaucer's Troilus (a Study of its MSS, their 
words and forms), by Prof. George Lyman Kittredge, M.A. • 

Of the Second Seriei, the issue for 1692 is, 

29. J?*»/*f/« on Chancer, his Words and Works, Part VI, by Prof. Cowell, LL.D., 
Alois Braiidl, Ph.D., Rev. Prof. Skeat, Litt.D., and W. M. RossettL 

Of the Second Seriei, the issue for 1896 (none in 1893—97) is, 

30. Xotts on the Road from London to Canterbury, ed. H. Uttlehales, Esa. 
Of the Second Seriei, the issues for I9OO and 1901 (none in 1699) will be, 

31. The Portraits of Oeoffmj Chaticer, By M. H. Spielmann. 

32. LifC'Records of Chaucer, Part IV, Enrolments and Documents from the Public 
Record bfiice, the City of London Town-Clerk's Office, &c., ed. R. E. G. Kiik, Esq. 

33. R. BrathicaiVs Comments on 2 Tales of Chaucer^ 1665, ed. Mis>« C. Spurgeon. 

34. The Praise of Chancer^ 1400—1900, a TriaUList^ ed. by Miss C. Spurgeon. 
3o, Lydgate' s Siege of Thebes^ ed. from the MSS by Prof. Axel Etdmann. [Text set. 



8 Cliavcer Societi/$ Puhllcatlont, Other Speteties. 

Among the Texts and Chancer £gsaifs, ^-c, preparing for the Society are:—^ 

Specimen-' Extracts from all theunprinted MSS of Chaucer* s Troihts, with an In- 
troduction on the MSS, Metre and Grauunar of the Poeui, by Prof. McComiick, 
M.A., of St. Andrew's. 

The Troilns MS Harl, 2392— the only one with Latin sidenotes and glosses—* 
edited by Prof. McCormick, M.A. 

Five Hundred Years of Chaucer Criticism and Allusion, from his day to ours* 
compiled by Miss C. F. £. Spurgeon. 

* A detaild CompariPon of Chimcer's Knight* s Tale with the Teseide of Boccaccio,^ 
by Henuy Waud, M. A., late of the British Muiseum. [At l*ress. 

Melihe et Prudevce, the French Orij^inal of Chaucer's • Tale of Melibe/ edited from 
the MSS by Dr Mary Noyes Colvin. 

Prof. £. Fliigel, Ph.D., is editing The Chaucer Concordance for the Society. 

Sample Talefi^m all the other MSS of the Canterbury Tales. As many Chancer 
Students have often wanted to know what kind of text was containd in the MSS 
of the Canterbury Tales other than the Seven printed by the Chancer Society — the 
Ellesinere, Ilciigwrt Cambridge Qfs^ Corpus (Oxford), Petworth, Lansdowne, and 
Harleian7334 — the Director resolvd-to get printed a sample Tale from all the ac- 
cessible MSS of the Tales.! He wisht to have The Wife of Bath's Prolog and Tale, 
because they show the most variations, but as Prof. Zupitza, who most kindly 
voluntccrd to chiHsify the MSS and edit their sample Tales, objected to the subject 
of the Wife's Prolog, the Director proposed The Pardoner's Prolog and Tale (whidi 
apparently showd the next number of cnangcs of reading), and Pro£ Zupitza accepted 
this Prolog and Tale. He accordingly classified all the MSS, and edited the rar- 
doner's Prolog and Tale from 23 of them', in 3 Parts, before his sudden and lamented ' 
death. The remaining 17 copies of the Tale have been edited by Prof. John Koch, 
who will also edit The Clerk's Tale from the 7 MSS. that do not contain The Par^ 
doner's Tale, 

' Lady Cardigan will not allow her Canterbury Tales MS to be i 



Director : Dr F. J. Fuknitall, 3, St George's Square, London, N.W. 
Mon. See, : AV. A. Dalziel, £m|., 67i Victoria Koad, Finsbury Park, London, N. 
Founded by Dr Fumivall in 1864 to print in its Original Scries all our unprinted 
MS literature ; and in its Extra Scries to reprint in careful editions all that is most 
valuable of printed MSS and early printed books. The Subscription, which con* 
stitutes Membership, is £1 \s, a year [and £1 1«. additional for the Kxtka Sbries]^ 
due in advance on the 1st of Januauy, and should be paid to the Hon. See. 

Director : Dr F. J. Fuhnitall, 3, St George's Square, London, N.W. 
Hon. See. : P. Z. Kovnd, Esq., General Post Office, London, E.C. 
Founded bv Dr Fumivall in 1873 to further the studv of Shakspere's works 
.J chronologicallv and as a whole, and to print Parallel and otner Texts of the Quartoe 
.;*ahd Folio 1. of Shakspere's Plays, and other works illustrating Shakspere's time and 
the History of the Drama. Subscription, which constitutes membership. One Guinea. 
Shakspere Quarto Facnimiles, issued under Dr Fumivall's supenntendence, bv 
Mr W. Griggs and Mr Charics Practorius, and publisht by Mr B. Quaritch, 15, 
PiccadiUy, W. The set of 43, at 6». each ; singly, lOt . (W. 

Wsit Ballalr Socictg. 

Establisht by Dr Fumivall in 1868 to reprint the Roxbnrffhe, Bagford, and other 
collections of Ballads and to print Ballads from MSS. Subscription for copies in 
demy 8vo. One Guinea a year ; for copies on super-ruyal ribbed paper, Three Guiheas. 
Hon. See.: W. A. Dalziel, Esq., 67, Victoria Road, Finsbuiy Park, N. 

Cijt ' 'mm S0cietg. 

Founded by Dr Fumivall ^n 1882, to print Wydifs Latin Worin. £1 If. ft .year. 
Son. See. J. \y. Standerwick, Esq., General Post Offing Ii;)fQAa^lL.C« . 
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